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Lhe Minutes of the Wilmington 
Academy, 1777-1802 


EDITED By E. MIRIAM LEwIs* 


open to any individual who “paid the common dues and 

tuition money,” young lads from all parts of Delaware 
attended the Wilmington Public Grammar School, better 
known as the Wilmington Academy. The Old Academy (so- 
called to differentiate it from other and later Wilmington 
academies) * was the most pretentious school in the state during 
the late 1700s, and the minutes of its board of trustees should 
be of interest to students of the local, and even the national, his- 
tory of education. 


The Academy was built in 1773, a “noble stone edifice, of 
the neatest mason work, graced by majestic forest trees on the 
surrounding grounds, commanding an extensive prospect of 
land and water.’”” The land on which it was built, the square 
between Eighth and Ninth and Market and King, had belong- 
ed to the Stalcops and was bought by Jonathan Dawes.’ It 
owed its origin and support to public-spirited men, clergymen, 
educators, industrialists, farmers, and businessmen who were 
willing to give of their private wealth and to solicit funds from 
friends and neighbors. The first trustees were Bishop William 
White, Thomas McKean, Dr. Robert Smith, Thomas Gilpin, 
Dr. Nicholas Way, Joseph Shallcross, and the Rev. Lawrence 
Girelius, who was president of the board.* Their charter was 
granted by John and Thomas Penn, April to, 1773. 


*Graduate assistant, Department of History, University of Delaware. 


l N the days when the term “public school” meant a school 


1. J. Thomas Scharf, History of Delaware, 1609-1888 (Philadelphia, 1888), II, 686. 


2. Margaret L. Kane, The Development of Secondary Education in Delaware Before 
1900 (unpublished Ph. D. thesis, University of Pennsylvania, 1947), 27; Elizaveth 
Montgomery, Reminiscences of Wilmington (Philadelphia, 1851), 293. 


8. Kane, Development of Public Education, 27. 
4. Lyman P. Powell, The History of Education in Delaware (Washington, 1893), 45. 
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Although the school was built for academic purposes, 
many activities other than strictly educational ones took place 
in the building. The only General Convention of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church that ever met in Delaware assembled 
there on October 10, 1786.5 On Sundays a Roman Catholic 
group that had no church of its own used a room on the first 
floor as a temporary chapel. The organizational meetings of 
St. Andrew’s Protestant Episcopal Church convened there. 
Debating societies, political groups, fencing, singing, and 
dancing classes met there. The Academy was used for public 
dinners, concerts, and balls. Once a month in the winter of 
1800 there was a “well regulated dancing party, called a 
whim.” Benjamin Franklin is said to have done an experi- 
ment on electricity in the cupola. Lecturers included Benja- 
min Rush, James Wilson, David Rittenhouse, and John Dick- 
inson. The Declaration of Independence was read there; the 
surrender of Cornwallis was celebrated in the rear; the 
Fourth of July observances were held in the Grove. And be- 
fore the end of the century a factory was established there.® 


When the American Revolutionary War began, the 
school was under the direction of Master Robert Patterson, 
who instructed his pupils in military tactics and then took 
them with him into the Continental Army.’ During the Revo- 
lution the vicinity of the Old Academy was the scene of much 
martial activity. Washington’s headquarters were at 305 West 
Street and his army encamped one mile westward. General 
Anthony Wayne had his quarters at 1803 Market Street in 
Brandywine Village, and the French officers lived at 606 
Market Street in the house that at one time was the home of 
Caesar Rodney.* The Academy itself was used as a barracks 
and hospital. When Wilmington was captured, the enemy 


5. William Stevens Perry, editor, Journals of General Conventions of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States, 1785-1835 (Claremont, N. H., 1874), I, 57. 

6. Montgomery, 295-297; Anna Lincoln, Wilmington, Delaware: Three Oenturies 
under Four Flags, 1609-1937 (Rutland, Vt., 1937), 323; Benjamin Ferris, A History 
of the Original Settlements on the Delaware (Wilmington, 1846), 289; Every Evening, 
History of Wilmington (Wilmington, 1894), 16, 25. Miss Montgomery’s claim (p. 294) 
that George Whitefield preached in the Academy woods in 1774 has been repeated by 
many writers, but Whitefield died in 1770. 

7. Powell, Education in Delaware, 45. 


8. Lincoln, Three Centuries under Four Flags, 92. 
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entrenched around the Academy and American prisoners were 
kept by the British in the nearby Presbyterian meetinghouse, 
which was later converted into a hospital for the British and 
Hessian wounded.® After the fall of Yorktown, the Duc de 
Lauzun housed his legion in the school while they were en- 
camped in Wilmington during the winter of 1782-1783. 
Stables which were built nearby for their horses were left as 
rent for the land.” 


In 1777 the chances for survival of the Academy seemed 
slim. The building, damaged as a result of its war-time occu- 
pancy, was unfit for scholars. The master, Samuel Armor, 
was to leave in six months. ‘The trustees were deep in debt. 
Very few pupils were enrolled. And foremost in the minds of 
the trustees was the question of struggling on or of discon- 
tinuing the institution “untill an Era more favorable to the 
Interests of Learning.” One of their first steps at this time 
was to apply to Congress to repair the damage done to the 
school building during the War. Since there appeared no 
prospect of congressional help until the war was ended, they 
resolved “rather than leave the Community deprived of the 
Advantages which might be reasonably expected from open- 
ing the School again under able Masters” to solicit subscrip- 
tions and collect outstanding tuition money. 


The school reopened in 1781 with Patrick Murdoch as 
the Latin master and John Webster teaching English, under 
the direction of the trustees, but at his own risk. These two 
schools, although both housed in the same building, were kept 
completely separate, and neither master was to teach any 
scholar out of his particular school. 


The trustees met for their regular meetings twice a year, 
usually during the first week in May and the second week in 
October. A written notice of the meeting was sent by the sec- 
retary to each member of the board two weeks in advance of 

9. Mordecai Gist to Caesar Rodney, September 15, 1777, George H. Ryden, Letters 
to and from Caesar Rodney, 1756-1784 (Philadelphia, 1933), 234; Christopher L. 


Ward, The Delaware Continentals, 1776-1783 (Wilmington, 1941), 512. 


10. This information is gathered from an entry made May 22, 1795, in the MS Book 
of Thomas Gilpin’s Delaware Properties, 1732-1803, in the possession of the Historical 
Society of Delaware. 
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the meeting. They met in the Academy building itself and 
after the meeting adjourned to various places, including the 
home of Dr. Way, John Webster’s schoolhouse, and the taverns 
of David Brinton and Patrick O’Flinn. As soon as they had 
assembled for their meeting, they proceeded to examine the 
pupils. Sometimes these examinations were public affairs with 
large and distinguished audiences. Tests and recitations were 
held during the day, and scenes from Shakespeare were enact- 
ed in the evening.” 


Reports of the Latin school examinations appear in the 
minutes but none for the English school. The beginners 
studied grammar, both Greek and Latin. The intermediate 
groups read selections from Ovid and the New Testament; the 
advanced classes read Virgil, Sallust, Lucian, Horace, Cicero, 
Homer, Juvenal, and the New Testament. It seems that five 
years was the prescribed time for the completion of a course in 
Greek and Latin,” but in 1784 six classes were examined. 


The Academy was called by a number of different names, 
public school, grammar school, seminary, institution, but most 
proudly, college, as when Gunning Bedford, Junior, Congress- 
man from Delaware, presented to the trustees the works of 
Thomas Wilson, D. D., late Bishop of Sodor and Man. Copies 
of his works had been given to the Secretary of Congress by 
Dr. Wilson’s son for the purpose of distributing them to the 
delegates of the various states, who, in turn, would give them 
to any college they might choose. 


In 1786, after great debate and much deliberation, a plan 
was drawn up for the enlargement of the educational program. 
The object was “to promote the important cause of religion, 
morality, and literature.” A copy of the plan does not appear 
in the minutes, but James Adams published in that year “A 
Draught of a Plan of Education for the Wilmington Acad- 
emy.” ‘The plan was as follows: the staff was to consist of a 
principal, professors of classical languages, mathematics, and 


English, and ushers to assist any professor who became over- 
11. Montgomery, 295. 


12. The report of May 6, 1783, bears out the statement made by L 
, , an P 
that effect. See Powell, 45, x es ere 
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burdened with pupils. The principal, besides superintending 
the general plan of the Academy, examining the scholars, and 
reporting to the trustees at their semi-annual meetings, was to 
lecture on moral philosophy “once a week, until a course was 
completed, to the senior class of the grammar school, and to 
other pupils whose parents should direct their attendance.” 
The professor of languages was to instruct his pupils in the 
“critical and grammatical knowledge of the Greek and Latin 
tongues.” ‘The mathematics professor was to teach all the 
rules of arithmetic, “vulgar and decimal,” the four rules of 
algebra, and the method of solving simple equations. The 
junior class was required to know not only arithmetic, algebra, 
and the first book of Euclid, but also the principles of geogra- 
phy and the use of the globe.* The senior class was to study 
Euclid, trigonometry, “both plain and spherical,” the theory 
and practice of surveying and navigation, the principles of as- 
tronomy, and the Newtonian system “for the solution of qua- 
dratic equations and the principles of conic sections.” In Eng- 
lish, Lowth’s Grammar was to be used, prose and poetry read 
with “propriety and elegance,” and writing taught an hour 
daily. Examinations were held in October and the new school 
year began in November. The price of tuition was 2 guineas 
per annum in the English school and 6 pounds per annum in 
the schools of Greek and Latin and Mathematics.* In 1789 
the fees were the same, but in 1790 English scholars “paid the 
like sum, tuition quarterly.” Young men could “be accom- 
modated at the best boarding houses, washing included, at the 
rate of 130 per annum.” 


Teachers came and went, with no one of them remaining 
very long. The first was Robert Patterson and the last, Byron 
Lawrence, in 1828." ‘They were generally rigid disciplinari- 
ans and often thorough instructors. The few we know a little 
about include Samuel Armor, who left because of insufficient 

13. This would seem to disprove the statement made by Ferris that “Geography was 
no more thought of as a branch of school education than Astrology” in 1787. Original 
Settlements, 286. 

14. In a letter from Thomas Rodney to the trustees of the Wilmington grammar school 


in 1782 the tuition for C. A. Rodney is recorded as £1.19.1 for one quarter and £1.14.4 
for another. Brown Collection, Historical Society of Delaware. 


15. Powell, 45, 47. 
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pay; John Webster, who formerly had taught at Friends 
School, and who afterwards, although a man of notoriety, be- 
came a postmaster in Wilmington ;* Patrick Murdoch, “a gen- 
tleman well recommended as a man of learning and abilities ;” 
John McClintock, who had been a tutor at the University of 
Pennsylvania; Charles Wharton, an ex-Jesuit, who had 
greater understanding of books than of men; William Maffit, 
“a young man well recommended from Elkton,” who, after- 
wards became a minister ;** John Maffit, his brother, who was 
a graduate of Yale and a “real boatswain’s mate in inflicting 
punishment;’”® Andrew Rhea; John Porter; James Laird, 
who advertised in the Delaware and Eastern Shore Advertis- 
ser that he would teach Latin and Greek classics “in the most 
easy and accurate manner” and English “grammatically,” with 
special attention paid to the “reading, pronouncing, and un- 
derstanding” of it;”? and Lewis Cass, the most distinguished of 
them all, governor of Michigan, presidential candidate, father 
of squatter sovereignty.” 


Salaries for the teachers in those days were evidently as 
much a problem as today. Samuel Armor left the school be- 
cause the trustees were unable to pay him a higher salary. John 
Webster and John Porter each came under the direction of the 
trustees but ‘‘at his own risque.” Murdoch in 1781 was paid 
£40 per annum and £40 for each scholar more than 20 up to 
25 and £6 for every scholar beyond 25. McClintock was en- 
gaged in 1787 for £150 per annum. William Maffit received 
£75 the first year, 1789, but the second year the trustees per- 
mitted Andrew Rhea and him “to divide the profits arising 
from the tuition between them according to a private agree- 
ment.” 


In 1790 the aforementioned claim to receive compensation 


16. Scharf, History of Delaware, II, 691; Ferris, 286; Harvey C. Bounds, A Postal 
History of Delaware (Newark, Del., 1938), 107. 

17. Unpublished notes, Delaware Writers Project papers, in the Memorial Library, 
University of Delaware, XI, 234. : 
18. John Hamilton, ‘Some Reminiscences of Wilm’t’n and My Youthful Days—&c., 
&c.” (MS. in Historical Society of Delaware), published in Delaware History, I 
(1946), 91. F 
19. Scharf, II, 686; Hamilton, ‘Reminiscences of Wilm’t’n,” 91. 

20. Wilmington Delaware and Eastern Shore Advertiser, November 6, 1797. 

21. Wilmington, Delaware Gazette, June 2, 1848. 
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from Congress for damages done to the school, one_of the 
earliest torts against the United States, was revived, and a com- 
mittee was designated to go to New York “to collect of Con- 
gress.” ‘Two years later by an act of Congress” they were 
granted $2553 or £957.7.6, double the estimated damages but 
including rent for the use of the building. 


At many times in its short history the school was closed 
completely: 1777-1779, following the Battle of the Brandy- 
wine and the brief occupation of Wilmington; 1780-1781, at 
which time the Academy may have been used as a hospital ;* 
May, 1789-December, 1789, for reasons unknown to the edi- 
tor; 1793-1796, during which interim the old building was 
used as a cotton factory; and possibly 1797-1802, during which 
time no minutes were recorded. In 1802, however, there was 
an interest in renewing and improving the plan of education. 
Trustees were elected, “whose activity and zeal in promoting 
the interest of literature in this State would revive the droop- 
ing situation of the Wilmington school.” Competent teachers 
were appointed to fill two departments, “one for male, the 
other for female students.” Gunning Bedford, Junior, then 
president of the board, in the Mirror of the Times set forth the 
plight of the School; assured the public of “teachers of good 
character and undoubted abilities” and of a repaired building; 
and solicited contributions “of not only fellow-citizens in the 
State, but in the United States, as lovers of science and patrons 
of literature.”” 


A new charter of 1803” replaced the one granted in 1773 
and provided for the establishment of a college at the “bor- 
ough of Wilmington in the county of New-Castle, in the State 
of Delaware, to be called The College of Wilmington, In the 
State of Delaware.” It was to be a college for the education 
of youth in the “American, learned, and foreign languages, the 


22. Annals of the Congress of the United States (Washington, 1849), 1359. 
23. Minutes of the Council of the Delaware State, from 1776 to 1792 (Dover, 1888), 


24. Montgomery, 295. 

26. Wilmington Mirror of the Times, August 11 and August 14, 1802. It is interest- 
ing to note that this footnote was added to Gunning Bedford’s appeal: ‘Printers 
throughout the United States will contribute to aid the cause of Literature and Science, 
by giving the foregoing address a place in their papers.” 

26. Passed January 26, 1803. Laws of Delaware (Wilmington, 1816), III, 292. 
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useful arts, sciences, and literature” under the “management, 
direction and government of a number of trustees not exceed- 
ing 30, with perpetual succession,” who were titled “The Trus- 
tees of the College of Wilmington in the State of Delaware.” 
A common seal was to be designed under which all deeds, 
diplomas, certificates, and acts of the corporation would be 
authenticated. The trustees were to meet twice a year in Wil- 
mington for such purposes as electing new trustees to replace 
those who had either died or resigned; appointing the princi- 
pal and professors, agreeing with them for their salaries, and 
removing them for misconduct or breach of laws of the institu- 
tion; and appointing committees to carry into execution plans 
of their body. The head or chief master was to be called the 
“Principal of the College,” the masters, “Professors,” and to- 
gether, “The Faculty,” but neither principal nor professor, 
while he remained as such, was to be permitted to hold the 
office of trustee. There was to be no religious discrimination, 
either in acceptance of pupils, in selection of faculty, or in 
election of trustees. 


In addition to the plan of 1786 and the charter of 1803, 
the writings of Joshua Gilpin, a trustee, demonstrate the 
hopes that were held for the Wilmington Academy. Mr. Gil- 
pin, who had been a pupil at the Academy “at its most flour- 
ishing period,” wrote a letter in 1802” to the other trustees, ex- 
plaining that he had purchased the school and lot “not alone 
to exonerate the estate” of his late father, but “to preserve the 
School from becoming the property of others” until such a 
time as “either the zeal of the inhabitants of Wilmington or 
the liberality of the Legislature or the generous disposition of 
the Public to promote seminaries” would raise sufficient funds 
to repay him and to “restore the School to its former prosper- 
ity.” He complained about its being used for “various private 
purposes with little public advantage” and about its state of de- 
cay, positive that in a few years it would be wholly useless as a 
school and “incompetent to pay the purchase money or even the 
accumulated interest thereon.” He lamented the fact that an 


27. This letter is included in Joshua Gilpin’s Commonplace Book, now in the posses- 
sion of the Historical Society of Delaware. 


Courtesy of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 


JosHUA GILPIN 


1765-1541 
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institution “spiritual to the rising generation should be lost for 
want of support” and suggested soliciting subscriptions, confi- 
dent that a generous public would “cheerfully stretch out the 
hand of Liberality to raise up such an institution.” He consid- 
ered revival as important as the original founding. The chief 
motives which induced the formation of the school, he recalled, 
rose from the “elevated situation and pure air of Wilmington, 
the sober manner of its inhabitants, and its central position both 
for its inhabitants and neighbors.” It offered to youth “im- 
portant objectives at frugal expense, good health, sound morals 
during their education.” The Revolutionary War, which had 
originally caused the decline of the school, was succeeded by 
several years of prosperity, the opportune time for reestablish- 
ing the school with more general and superior education. No 
“learned institution” had yet received the “patronage [and] 
support of the Legislature,” despite the fact that ‘““Delaware 
had filled its own offices and those of the Union with men dis- 
tinguished of letters and had afforded to the surrounding 
states some of their most ancient statesmen.” Consequently, 
while other states had been “zealous in founding and support- 
ing their colleges and seminaries, youths of Delaware had been 
compelled to go elsewhere, even abroad.” He suggested a 
curriculum, the subjects being divided into groups as follows: 
reading, writing English, mathematics, geography; Latin, 
Greek, rhetoric, logic; other languages—French, Spanish, 
German, Italian—which were not ornamental but essential; 
chemistry, botany, mineralogy, philosophy, and design, once 
“paid dearly for but now in European schools [obtained] 
with little expense.” Such a curriculum should be “good for 
all—farmer, merchant, mechanic, and tutor.” 


The renewed interest in improving the Academy building 
and the plan of education was short-lived, for on April 8, 1833, 
the Old Academy was sold. Soon afterwards it was torn down 
and private houses, called College Row, were built on its site.” 


Why the College failed is a debatable question. The 
Revolutionary War certainly did not contribute to its welfare. 


28. Kane, 97; Scharf, II, 687; Lincoln, 248. 


190 DELAWARE HISTORY 


All through its short existence the school had the zealous back- 
ing of distinguished men and the sanction of many public 
groups, but no one institution, religious or civic, undertook the 
responsibility of its support and survival. The only financial 
help came from private enterprise and money raised by lottery. 
Permission to acquire funds in this manner was the only aid 
the legislature ever gave the school.” Consequently, there was 
constant debt. Although the curriculum was of a very high 
standard, there was no particularly outstanding professor, with 
the exception of Lewis Cass, and his distinction was not for 
pedagogical achievement. Yet while this school was strug- 
ling unsuccessfully to remain alive, a similar academy at New- 
ark was prospering sufficiently to sponsor a college which 
eventually became the State University. 


The Minutes of the Wilmington Academy are the gift of 
Mrs. Christopher L. Ward and her family to the Historical 
Society of Delaware. They were among the treasures of Dela- 
ware historical lore collected by her late husband, the distin- 
guished novelist and historian. The pages, apparently detach- 
ed from a minute book, are yellowed with age, but the writing 
is still legible. The fact that the last page is quite tattered and 
that no mention is made of adjournment may indicate that 
there are final pages missing or that the minutes of the last 
meeting recorded, those of June 7, 1802, were continued in a 
new book. There are nearly a-dozen different handwritings. 
We know that Miers Fisher, Patrick Murdoch, Nicholas Way, 
Joshua Gilpin, William Poole, and James Lea at various 
times served as secretary. It is an interesting sidelight that, 
although many of the trustees were Quakers, only one entry has 
the date indicated in the usual Quaker style: 6 mo. 7, 1802. 


I have undertaken to set forth as nearly-as possible an ex- 
act copy of these minutes. In general, spelling and manner 
of presentation are retained in an endeavor to preserve the 
original spirit of the writings. However, for the sake of clar- 
ity and ease of reading, occasional punctuation has been in- 
serted and superior letters have been brought down to the line 

29. Laws of Delaware, III, 377; IV, 237, 371. 
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of the others and followed by a period to indicate an abbrevia- 
tion. 


Minutes, May 7th, 1777 


CCORDING to a Notice giver whereby the Trustees of the Wil- 

mington School were requested to meet on the 7th day of May at the 
Town of Wilmington, a Number of Trustees not exceeding five assembled 
at the Time and Place appointed. They then proceeded to consider the Situ- 
ation of their Seminary & finding that the Number of Scholars were much 
diminished ; the Schoolhouse itself exceedingly injured by being an Hospital 
some considerable Time for the Soldiery, without any Recompense for the 
Use of it; a large Debt outstanding against the Trustees upon Interest; the 
Master unwilling to remain without additional Salary; & furthermore, not 
knowing whether it may not be necessary totally to discontinue the Institu- 
tion untill an Ara [Era] more favorable to the Interests of Learning may 
arrive, they concluded that it would be more proper to adjourn to the 20th. 
inst. to notice [notify] in the mean Time each particular Member in order 
that they may consult with the conven’d Body of Trustees & amply canvass 
these & other interesting Particulars. 
May 20th,1777. At aspecial Meeting of the Trustees of Wilmington Gram- 
mar School, present—Geo. Read Esqr., Thos. Gilpin, Vincent Gilpin, Rev. 
Mr. Gurilius, Jonas Stidham, Jas. Lea & Docr. Wm. Smith®°—Agreed 


30. The George Read referred to is, of course, the Signer (1733-1798). 

Thomas Gilpin, the father of Joshua and Thomas, Brandywine paper manufacturers, 
was born in Pennsylvania, March 18, 1727, and died March 2, 1778, in Virginia after 
having been exiled from Philadelphia in 1777 as a suspected Loyalist. Scharf II, 653; 
Anna W. Smith, Genealogy of the Fisher Family, 1682-1896 (Philadelphia, 1896), 41. 

Vincent Gilpin (1732-1810), one of the most faithful of the trustees, had evi- 
dently been in charge of building the school. In 1780 he was appointed treasurer 
and undertook to collect tuition fees, to settle debts, to audit accounts, and to secure 
from Congress.compensation for the damage done to the school by the troops occupying 
it during the Revolution. 

The Rev. Lawrence Girelius, first president of the board of trustees, is described 
by Miss Montgomery as ‘‘an accomplished gentleman and scholar of a high order.’ 
He was born in Sweden in 1739 and came to America when he was about thirty. After 
serving Trinity Church as rector for uver 23 years, he returned to Sweden in 1791. 
He was the last clergyman from Sweden who served this church. Montgomery, 131; 
Lincoln, 159; John W. McCullough, Sacred Reminiscences (Wilmington, 1895), ap- 
pendix, 22. 

Jonas Stidham was a member of an old landholding family of Wilmington. Mont- 
gomery, 113; Governor’s Register, State of Delaware (Wilmington, 1926), 239. 

James Lea was # prominent Brandywine miller. He died of the yellow fever in 
1798. Scharf, II, 786, 787. 

The Rev. Dr. William Smith (1727-1803), Anglican minister, first provost of the 
College of Philadelphia, was born in Scotland. He was pro-British during the Revo- 
lution. John Adams described him as ‘‘soft, polite, adulating, sensible, learned, in- 
dustrious, indefatigable.” Dictionary of American Biography, XVII, 353. 
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That Application he made to the Quarter Master Genl.?! to give Di- 
rections to his Deputies to give the Trustees Possession of the School 
House which is now made Use of as an Hospital, & has formerly been 
used as Barracks to the great Damage of the house, & Hindrance of the 
Education of the Youth, & that the Quarter Master be further requested 
to give his Orders that the House be not again be made Use of for Troops 
or the Business of Education interrupted unless some such emergency should 
[arise] as that the executive Powers of the Delaware State should find it 
necessary to make a temporary Use of all other such public Buildings or In- 
stitutions for the public Service & that the Damages done the Building be 
valued & a reasonable Allowance be made for repairing the same & for Rent 
during the Time it has been occupied. Docr. Smith, Mr. Duchee & Miers 
Fisher®? are appointed to make the applications abovementioned to the Quarter 
Master Genl. & Director Genl.33 Joseph Shallcross, George Evans & Vin- 
cent Gilpin are desired to get an Estimate of the Damages done the House & 
send the same up to the Gentlemen abovementioned as soon as possible. 


Mr. Armor®® having given notice that he cannot continue in his Office 
without an additional Salary, it is agreed that the State of the School will 
not bear an Increase of Salary & that at the Expiration of six Months from 
this May Visitation, he shall be at Liberty to provide himself otherwise, But 
that during the ensuing six Months the Trustees will endeavor to increase 
his Salary at the Rate of fifteen Pounds per Year by recommending it to the 
Parents of the Scholars to pay at the Rate of twenty five Shillings pr. Quarter 
& Mr. Armor is desired to be diligent in collecting the Trustees Money. 
Mr. Read and Vincent Gilpin are desired to examine the Books & get Mr. 
Armor to be diligent in collecting the Tuition Money that stands due. 


31. Thomas Mifflin was quartermaster-general from 1775 to 1778. DAB., XII, 607. 


32. Jacob Duche, (1737-1798), was an Anglican clergyman, the rector of Christ 
Church, Philadelphia, who showed great zeal for liberty at the opening of the American 
Revolution and consequently was made chaplain of the Continental Congress. Later 
he became known as a Tory and was exiled in 1777. DAB., V. 476. 

Miers Fisher (1748-1819), a young Quaker lawyer, faithfully endeavored to make 
the Academy a successful educational institution. John Adams, in his diary, tells of 
dining with Fisher and his ‘plain but pretty wife with her thees and thous who pro- 


vided him with costly entertainment.” Charles F. Adams, “Zhe Works of John Adams 
(Boston, 1850), II, 869. 


33. The director general of hospitals was Dr. William Shippen, Jr. 


34. Joseph Shallcross was a Revolutionary patriot, a leading merchant of Wilmington, 
and a partner with Caleb Seal in a mill ‘‘where the neighbors sent their grists and 
waited till they obtained their flour.” Montgomery, 30, 52; Scharf, II, 656. 


85. Samuel Armor had been teacher of languages and master of the Academy. He 
entered the University of Pennsylvania in 1768, became an Anglican clergyman, was 
professor of mental philosophy and logic, and taught at Washington College from 


1783 to 1791. University of Pennsylvania, Biographical Catalogue of the Matriculates 
of the Oollege (Philadelphia, 1894), 17. 
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Decr. 7th, 1779. Ata Meeting of the Trustees of Wilmington public School, 
Present, Jno. Stapler, James Lea, Lawrence Gurelius, Joseph Pemberton, Geo. 
Evans, Jos. Shallcross, Vincent Gilpin, Nichs. Way & Thos. Duff.3* Agreed— 
that Thos. Mifflin, Joseph Pemberton, Benjn. Wynkoop*? & Nichs. Way be 
a Committee to make Application to Congress*8 in such manner as they may 
judge proper to repair the Damages done the School House by the Continental 
Troops. Joseph Shallcross, Geo. Evans-& Vincent Gilpin are continued to 
furnish an estimate of the Damages & give the same into the Hands of the 
above Gentlemen as soon as possible. Joseph Shallcross, Vincent Gilpin & 
Nichs. Way having reported that they have a School consisting of between 
thirty & forty Scholars under their Care & from the Abilities & Industry of 
the Master they recommend him as worthy to be employ’d in the Wilmington 
School. The Trustees present approve of his being continued to be finally 
agreed with at the next Meeting. Agreed that this Day fortnight being the 
20th inst. is agreed upon for a general Meeting of Trustees, that written 
Notices be sent to the several Trustees, specifying that the choosing Trustees 
finally & agreeing with a Master will be the particular Business of such 
Meeting. 


[Dec. 21st, 1779.] At a general Meeting of the Trustees of the Wilmington 
public School Decr. 21st, 1779 Present Geo. Read, Wm. Smith, Jno. Stapler, 
Jas. Lea, Jonas Stidham, Thos. Duff, Jos. Shallcross, Vincent Gilpin & Nichs. 
Way & Lawrence Gurelius; It being the Opinion of this Meeting that the 
Application to repair the Damages done the School House be first made to 
Genl. Mifflin agreeable to his Order dated June 5th, 1777 agreed that Doctr. 
Smith be added to the former Committee appointed at the last Meeting. 


36. John Stapler, a Friend, helped Captain Kean escape from the British during the 
Revolution by dressing him as a Quaker minister. In 1767 he was deputy surveyor 
for New Castle County. Lincoln, 98; Henry C. Conrad, History of the State of Delaware 
(Wilmington, 1908), II, 490. 

Joseph Pemberton, son of Israel] Pemberton, was a Quaker merchant and West 
India trader who was ruined in business before the Revolution. Theodore Thayer, 
Israel Pemberton (Philadelphia, 1943), 195, 196. 

Dr. Nicholas Way was an eminent physician of Wilmington who was appointed 
superintendent of the U. 8. mint by Washington. In 1797 he died in Philadelphia, a 
victim of the yellow fever. Scharf, II, 480. 

Thomas Duff was a colonel in the Revolution and a prominent citizen of Christiana 
Hundred. J. M. Runk, Biographical and Genealogical History of Delaware (Chambers- 
burg, 1899), 1444-1445. 


37. Benjamin Wynkoop was a resident of Philadelphia and a relative of Miers Fisher. 
His sister became Mrs. John Vining. Rightmyer tells of his giving a handsome Bible 
to “Christ Church in Kent County on Delaware.” Nelson W. Rightmyer, The Anglican 
Church in Delaware (Philadelphia, 1947), 61. 

38. This petition, dated February 5, 1780, is in the Papers of Continental Congress, 
No. 42, VIII, folio 187. Journals of the Continental Congress (Washington, 1910), 
XVI, 141n. Also there is in the Library of Congress another petition dated May 
21, 1784. 
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Agreed that next third Day® the 28th. Inst. be appointed for a general Meet- 
ing of the Trustees to be held at Jno. Webster’s Schoolhouse*® at three O’Clock 
in the Afternoon. 


1780. May 8th. At a general half yearly Meeting of the Trustees of the 
Wilmington Grammar School adjourn’d from yesterday Present Geo. Read, 
Doctr. Smith, Lawrence Girelius, Jno. Stapler, James Lea, Geo. Evans, Colr. 
Duff, Jos. Shallcross, Vincent Gilpin, Jonas Stidham & Nichs. Way, The 
Question was put, Who might be fit Persons to fill up the vacant Seats Trustee- 
ships of this School & it was unanimously voted that Caesar Rodney, Doctr. 
Ridgly, Jno. Cadwalader, Saml. McGaw, Wm. Thompson & Jos. Gilpin*! 
be requested to accept the Place of Trustees in the Room of the Revd. Dr. 
Peters, Philip Reading, Thos. Gilpin & John Jones deceased, Jonathn. Dawes 
who has resigned & Theodore Maurice," and that their Election or such of 
them as shall be willing to serve shall be compleated & confirm’d according 
to Charter* at the stated Meeting in the 3rd Week of October next & that 


89. Third Day is Tuesday. 


40. Probably this means Friends School which was on West Street near Fourth. John 
Webster did teach there. Lincoln, 325. 


41. Caesar Rodney is, of course, the Signer (1728-1784). 


Dr. Charles Ridgely was born near Salem, N. J., Jan. 26, 1738 and died Nov. 25, 
1785. In 1758 he began to practice medicine in Dover, where he remained the rest 
of his life. He was frequently elected to the General Assembly and was a member of 
the Delaware constitutional convention in 1776. Leon de Valinger, Jr., and Virginia 
Shaw, A Oalendar of Ridgely Family Letters, 1742-1899, I (Dover, 1948), 81; En 
cyclopedia of Delaware (Wilmington, 1882), 474; Mabel L. Ridgely, The Ridgelys of 
Delaware & Their Oircle, What Them Befell (Portland, Me., 1949), 20 ff. 


John Cadwalader (1742-1786), a brigadier-general of the Pennsylvania militia in 
1777, was “a man of polished manners, regarded as a good disciplinarian.” DAB., 
ITI, 398. 

The Rev. Samuel Magaw, “a man of great urbanity of manners and apparent 
kindliness of spirit,” was born in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, in 1735 and died 
in Philadelphia in 1812. He was graduated from the College of Philadelphia in 1757 
and was an Anglican missionary at Dover and Duck Creek from 1767 to 1781.  Right- 
myer, 61-66; William B. Sprague, Annals of the American Pulpit (New York, 1859), 
V, 246n. 

The Rev. William Thompson died Aug. 16, 1785 at his parsonage in Cecil County, 
Maryland, according to information supplied to the editor by the Maryland Historical 
Society. 

Joseph Gilpin died at his home near Elkton March 30, 1790. Baltimore Maryland 
Journal, April 2, 1790. 

42. The Rev. Richard Peters (1704-1776), an Anglican clergyman, provincial secre- 
tary, and councillor, was born in England and came to Philadelphia in 1735. He was 
one of the first trustees of the Philadelphia Academy. DAB., XIV, 508. 

The Rev. Philip Reading was born and educated in England. He spent the close 
of his ministry at the Appoquinimy Mission and was buried in 1780 at St. Anne’s 
Church, near Middletown, which church he had built. Rightmyer, 39-43, 147. 

Theodore Maurice was clerk of the peace and register of wills for New Castle 
County in 1776. Conrad, I, 295-296. 


483. This charter was granted by John and Thomas Penn in 1773. The date—April 
10, 1778—it bears is mentioned in the Charter of 1803 and the original is found in 
Records of Deeds, Book Z, I, 565. 


MINUTES OF THE WILMINGTON ACADEMY 195 


this Board will then proceed to fill such other Vacancies as may phe appear 
to be in the Trust of this School. 


Agreed that Monday the 16th of Octr. be appointed the Day for the gen- 

eral half yearly Meeting of Trustees & that public Notice be given at least 
2 Weeks previous to sd. Day. 
Oct. 19th, 1780. At a Meeting of the Trustees of the public Grammar School 
in the Borough of Wilmington—Present—Geo. Read, Wm. Smith, Lawrence 
Girelius, John Stapler, Jas. Lea, Geo. Evans, Thos. Duff, Jos. Shallcross, 
Vincent Gilpin, Jonas Stidham & Nichs. Way. The above Members, being 
two thirds of the present surviving Trustees proceeded agreable to the Resolves 
of the last Meeting of May the 8th to ballot for the new Members there put 
in Nomination & the Ballots being duly taken & read it appeared that the 
following Gentlemen were unanimously elected, Viz. His Excellency Caesar 
Rodney Esqr., President of this State, Charles Ridgly Esqr. of Dover, John 
Cadwalader Esqr. of Kent County, Maryland, Revr. Mr. Saml. McGaw of 
Dover in this State, Revr. Mr. Wm. Thompson & Jos. Gilpin Esqr., both of 
Cecil County, Maryland. 


Four of the six Members now elected being now present in this Borough 
were invited to honour this Board with their Comp’y, Viz. His Excellency 
Caesar Rodney Esqr., Revr. Saml. McGaw, Revd. Wm. Thompson & Jos. 
Gilpin Esqr. & their Election being duly notified to them they pleas’d to 
accept of a Share in the Trust & took their Seats accordingly as Trustees. 


The Trustees taking into Consideration the present State of the School 
House, rendered unfit for the Reception of Scholars by the great Damages it 
has received from being made a public Hospital & for Barracks a considerable 
Time during the present War, which Damages in a reasonable Estimation 
amount to near five Hundred Pounds & no immediate Prospect of securing 
any public compensation; it is resolv’d that in such Case rather than leave 
the Community deprived of the Advantages which may be reasonably expected 
from opening the School again under able Masters that each Trustee shall 
in his Vicinity solicit Subscriptions for repairing the House & opening the 
School against the ensuing Spring & that Mr. Vincent Gilpin be appointed 
Treasurer to receive the Subscription Money; & further, the sd. Vincent 
Gilpin, Jos. Shallcross, Geo. Evans, & Nichs. Way be a Committee to carry 
on the most necessary Repairs, as Monies may come into the Treasurers Hands. 
The sd. Committee are also to collect the outstanding Tuition Money & to 
settle & discharge the Accounts of Mr. Armor, the late Master. It being 
agreed to proceed to the Election of a President & Secretary for the ensuing 
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Year His Excellency Caesar Rodney Esqr. was chosen President & Dr. Nichs. 
Way Secretary. Adjourned to the first Tuesday in May next, unless a spe- 
cial Meeting be sooner called by Order of the President or any six or more 
Members; of which the Secretary is to give every Member a sufficient previous 
notice in writing. 

[May 7th, 1782.] At a general half yearly Meeting of the Trustees of the 
public Grammar School in the Borough of Wilmington held the seventh Day 
of May 1782 — Present 


John Stapler Jonas Stidham 
James Lea Joseph Shallcross 
Thomas Duff Vincent Gilpin 
Lawrence Girelius Benjn. Wynkoop 
Nichs. Way Thos. Mifflin 


Miers Fisher 
Dr. Wm. Smith 
Wm. Thompson. 


It appears from the Report of Doctr. Way and Miers Fisher that all 
the Trustees have had due & timely Notice in Writing agreeable to the Charter 
that at this Meeting several new Trustees would be proposed to be elected, 
a Master to be agreed with & divers other Matters of Consequence to the 
Institution would be taken into Consideration, & a Quorum of the Trustees 
now being met it is agreed to proceed to Business. 


Benjn. Wynkoop and Jos. Shallcross, a Committee to examine the ac- 
counts of Vincent Gilpin, who had the Care of building the School, receiving 
the tuition Money & settling wh. Saml. Armor the former Master & make 
Report forthwith what Ballances are due from the Trustees to Persons of 
whom Money was borrowed for the Use of the School, What Ballances due 
the sd. Vincent Gilpin for Monies by him advanced & what Sums yet remain 
due & unpaid to any Persons especially to Samuel Armor, & also what is the 
Amount of Monies due for tuition & on the Subscription List — which Com- 
mittee now report that four Hundred Pounds were borrowed from Reynold 
Keen* of Philada. in the Month of Jany. 1774 for which Dr. Wm. Smith, 
Thomas Gilpin, Benjn. Wynkoop & Miers Fisher became jointly and several- 
ly bound — that the Sum of one Hundred Pounds was borrowed from Jos. 

44. By Act of March 6, 1778, the Assembly of Pennsylvania accused Reynold Keen 
of Berks County of high treason because he was adhering to and assisting the British 
army and remaining with it in Philadelphia. Rev. Jacob Duche, another trustee, 


was also accused. Howard M. Jenkins, Pennsylvania, Coloniel and Federal, a History, 
1608-1908 (Philadelphia, 1903), II, 61. 
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Simms for which the sd. Dr. Wm. Smith, Thomas Gilpin and Miers Fisher 
became jointly and severally bound, that Interest is due on the sd. £400 from 
Jany. 1777 & on the sd. Sum of £100 from July 1775, that they have exam- 
in’d the Acct. of Vincent Gilpin, whereby it appears that there is a Balance 
due to him for Monies advanced for building this School & amounting to 
£179.4.8/, besides Interest from Septr. Ist. 1775 & the reasonable Allow- 
ance of 5 pr C. on the Sum of £1336.3.8 for his Time, Care & Trouble by 


him expended on transacting the Business. 


That there is a Ballance due to Saml. Armor the former Master for 
his Salary of £122.13.9/—and that the outstanding Debts for Tuition of 
sundry Scholars appear to amot. [amount] to £131.6.7 as by the Acct. re- 
turn’d fully appears. 

Miers Fisher produc’d a rough Draught of a Deed drawn by him for 
the School House Lot to Vincent Gilpin, Wm. Smith, Benjn. Wynkoop & 
Miers Fisher from Jonathn. Dawes, whereby the Estate thereof is vested 
in them & their Heirs in Trust to enable them to mortgage the same in Dis- 
charge of the Debts above mentioned to be due from the Trustees wh[ich] 
being twice deliberately read was approved of & Miers Fisher is requested 
to cause the same to be engrossed & to procure it to be executed & he with any 
other of the Trustees are authorized to make the best Terms they can in Re- 
spect of the Rent Charge due on the same lot. 

Thos. Duff, Dr. Way & Vincent Gilpin are appointed a Committee 
to make Application * * [Jno. Dickinson—unexplained footnote in manuscript 
minutes ]*> to procure a Compensation for the Damages done to the School 
House & the Detention thereof by his Orders contained in a Letter the 4th 
Decr. last directed to Dr. Way—More than two thirds of the present number 
of Trustees being now present, the Resignation of George Evans was pre- 
sented in writing which was accepted & thereupon the Members present pro- 
ceeded to elect by Ballot five Trustees to fill up the Number of 24 limited by 
the Charter, when John Dickinson Esqr., Archibald Patterson, Thomas Way, 
Wm. White & Jos. Tatnall#® were unanimously elected & Nichs. Way was 


45. The report of the Congressional committee that was considering the trustees’ peti- 
tion is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, VIII, folio 265, indorsed on 
the petition of the trustees of Wilmington School which is in folio 262. Journals of 
Continental Oongress, XXIII, 161n. 
46. John Dickinson means, of course, the Penman of the Revolution (1732-1808). 
Archibald Patison was a shipowner in 1782. Governor’s Register, 35. 
Thomas May later served in the legislature. Conrad, I, 272; II, 676. 
The Rev. Dr. William White (1748-1836) was the first Protestant Episcopal bishop 
of the Diocese of Pennsylvania. DAB., XX, 121. : é 
Joseph Tatnall (1740-1813), a Quaker miller of the Brandywine, was the first im- 
portant industrialist of Delaware and first president of the Bank of Delaware. He was 
widely known for his energy in business, his hospitality, and his patriotism. Mont- 
gomery, 16; Scharf, II, 732, 734. 
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desired to acquaint them in writing of the appointment & to request their at- 
tendance in this Service. 


Dr. Wm. Smith, Dr. Nichs. Way, Wm. Thompson & Miers Fisher 
are appointed a Committee to consider the State of the School & to endeavor 
to procure an authenticated Copy & prepare for Petition to the general As- 
sembly of the State, setting forth the Situation of the Institution, praying a 
Confirmation of their Charter*” with such alterations and additions as they 
may think necessary, to be laid before the next general Meeting of the Trus- 
tees for their Consideration. 


John Webster, who now keeps a large english School in this Borough, 
having applied to the Trustees for leave to keep his School in the public School 
House under the Direction of the Trustees but at his own Risque & Emomu- 
lument, the same is agreed to & refered to the Committee next hereafter ap- 
pointed to be carried into Execution. 


Dr. Way reported that Patrick Murdoch a Gentleman well recom- 
mended as a Man of Learning & Abilities had offered himself in the Month 
of Novr. last to undertake the Care of the School, that there being no standing 
committee appointed to employ a Master a Number of the Trustees and In- 
habitants had agreed on their private Credit to employ him as a Teacher untill 
this present Meeting engaging to pay him after the Rate of £40 pr. Ann. 
untill twenty Scholars should be procured & 40/ pr. Ann. for every Scholar 
more than Twenty and not exceeding 25, that in the Pursuance of their agree- 
ment he had undertaken the Management of the School and carried it on 
very much to the Satisfaction of the Employers, and the Trustees having this 
Day examined every Scholar in the Books they were reading do very much 
approve of the Method used by the Master in teaching the Scholars who went 
through their Examinations highly to their Credit & very much desiring that 
the School may be continued under the Care of the sd. Patrick Murdoch, they 
do appoint Jno. Stapler, Jas. Lea & all the other Trustees residing in or near 
this Borough or any four of them a Committee, authorizing them to agree 
with for a further ‘Time upon the same Terms & further authorizing them 
if the Number of Scholars should increase beyond 25 to allow him after the 
Rate of Six Pounds for every such Scholar & if the Number should increase 
so as to require an Assistant they are authorized to agree with such Assistant 
at any Time with the Masters Concurrence without waiting for a general 
Meeting provided they do not exceed the Funds arising from the Tuition 


47. It is possible that this petition was not sent, as apparently there is no record 
that such a petition was received by the General Assembly. 
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Money which after the Number of 25 Scholars is compleated shall be £6 
pr. Ann. Miers Fisher 

[August 8th, 1782.] At a Special Meeting held Augt. 8th. 1782—of the 
Wilmington Grammar School—Agreed that it is necessary for the Support 
of Order in the Wilmington Grammar School that the Latin & English 
Schools be kept separate & neither Master undertake to teach Scholars out 
of his particular Line, either the Latin Master english or the English Master 
Latin & if any Scholars should at present be conducted contrary to this Rule 
they be referred to their proper Master. 


Information being made to the Meeting that certain Methodists have 
made application for permission to hold religious meetings in: the Academy,*® 
Resolved that it appears that there is an Order of a General Meeting sub- 
sisting that the sd. Building shall be applied to no other Use than that for 
which it was intended & that therefore no such Permission can be given but 
at a General Meeting. 

P. Murdoch 
[Oct. 15th, 1782.] At a general Half Yearly Meeting of the Trustees of 
the public Grammar School in the Borough of Wilmington held the 15th 
Octob. 1782— 
Present 
Caesar Rodney, Lawrence Girelius, Thomas Duff, Vincent Gilpin, Thomas 
May, Nicholas Way & Miers Fisher. 


The Trustees went to the School House & examined all the Scholars— 
they were pleased to observe that those who had been under Examination at 
the last Meeting had made considerable Improvement & that a Class form’d 
since that Time had made rapid Advances in the Latin Language, they also 
visited the English School kept by John Webster & found it in a very reputable 
Situation & consider it as an useful Branch of their Institution to which their 
Care ought to be extended. 


A great Variety of Business was mentioned to the Trustees & engaged 
several Hours general Conversation but the Board being small it was thought 
best to defer any Determination till a greater Number was present & it was 
concluded to hold a Special Meeting the 26th Day of Novr. next at ten 
O’Clock AM & Vincent Gilpin & Dr. Way are requested to give special 


48. It is difficult to discover who may have asked for permission because, undoubtedly, 
the group was unestablished. It appears that the trustees, being mostly Quakers and 
Anglicans, with a few Presbyterians, were prejudiced toward the Methodists. They 
gave a perfectly legitimate reason for not granting them the permission to hold their 
meetings in the school, but other groups, namely, the Episcopalians, had been per- 
mitted to use the building. See Montgomery, 295, 296; Lincoln, 323; and the Journals 
of General Oonventions of the Protestant Episcopal Ohurch, 57. 
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Notice to all the Trustees of the Time & request their Attendance informing 
them that a permanent Agreement is then likely to be made with Patrick 
Murdock to superintend the School. 


The Meeting then adjourned to the said 26th Day of Novr. at 10 
O’Clock AM. 
[Nov. 26th, 1782.] At a Special Meeting of the Trustees of the Public 
Grammar School in the borough of Wilmington by adjournment of the last 
October Meeting held at Doctor Way’s*® in Wilmington Novr. 26, 1782. 


Present 
John Stapler Jonas Stidham 
James Lea Thomas May 
Vincent Gilpin Nicholas Way 
Joseph Shallcross Benjn. Wynkoop 


Miers Fisher 


Dr. Way and Vincent Gilpin report that besides the adjournment to this 
time, special notice of this meeting has been given in writing to every member 
in due time. ‘The same members also report that the Duc de Lauzun® com- 
manding a legion of the King of France’s troops in the service of America has 
fixed upon our School-house as a barrack for those troops the ensuing winter ; 
that they have had a conference with Col. Collot, Quarter-master of the 
troops in which he gave them expectations that he would pay the rent of any 
two rooms which the Trustees would hire for the accomodation of the Scholars 
and would at the expence of his master make such repairs upon the house as 
should be necessary for their own convenience and would have them done in 
such manner as would be most agreeable to the Trustees, and be of most per- 
manent use to the Schoolhouse; But as nothing particular was stipulated be- 
tween them and the Quarter-master has not given his workmen explicit di- 
rections in what manner to proceed Govr. Dickinson, Gen. Mifflin, Dr. White, 
Saml. Magaw, Ben. Wynkoop, Dr. Way & Miers Fisher or any two of them 
are appointed a Committee to draw up and present to the Duc de Lauzun a 
memorial in the name of the Trustees requesting him to give directions to the 
Workmen to glaze the windows, and obey the orders of the Trustees in the 
manner of setting up the partitions: and in their memorial to adduce such 


49. Dr. Way’s home “was 8 large commodious mansion” on the southwest corner of 
Shipley and Third. Montgomery, 303. 


50. The Duc de Lauzun, a member of one of the greatest French families, had a Tepu- 
tation for gallantry in love affairs and for bravery and efficiency in military affairs. 
His legion, consisting of 600 men, came in addition to some 5500 soldiers who arrived 
with Rochambeau to cooperate in the capture of Yorktown. During the French Revo- 
lution he was put to death on the scaffold. James Breck Perkins, France in the 
American Revolution (New York, 1911), 303, 415. 
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reasons as shall occur to them to convince the Duke of the propriety of Grant- 
ing the request. 


A long conversation ensued upon the present State of the School and its 
funds, and several of the members of whom endeavours were expected having 
promised to exert themselves speedily, a vote of censure on their conduct is 
suspended till the next general meeting in May, to which time this meeting 
is now adjourned. ,: 


[May 6th, 1783.] Ata general Half Yearly Meeting of the Trustees of the 
public Grammar School &c. held in Pursuance of the Charter the sixth day 
of May One thousand seven Hundred and eighty three 


Present— 
James Lea Dr. Wm. Smith Benja. Wynkoop 
Vincent Gilpin Laur. Girelius Nichs. Way 
Jos. Shallcross Wm. Thompson Joseph Tatnall 
Jonas Stidham Thomas Duff Miers Fisher 
John Stapler Thomas May 


It appears from the Report of Nicholas Way & Miers Fisher that due 
Notice has been given according to the Charter of this Meeting whereupon 
it is agreed to proceed to the Business. 


The Trustees attended the School and examined the Scholars®! in the sev- 
eral Books they were reading®? & found they had made considerable Profi- 
ciency in their Learning. 


Vis 
Class 1. Joseph Way Examined in the Greek Testament & 
the 2n. Epistle of the first Book of 
Horace, & Cicero. 
Class 2. James McOrkell Examined in Virgil. An. 6. & 
Jacob Stout Sallust. 
Class 3. Thomas Crow 
James Gilpin 
John Littler 
Archibald Pattison 


51. Of the scholars listed, many bear well-known names. Among those who may be 
identified with some certainty are the following: Jacob Stout (1764-1855), bank presi- 
dent, state senator, governor; James Gilpin (1769-1798), son of Vincent Gilpin; 
Thomas Duff (1766-1830), son of Colonel Thomas Duff; Samuel Niles (died c. 1799), 
elder brother of Hezekiah Niles, distinguished editor of Niles’ Weelly Register. Conrad, 
I, 176; II, 620; Runk, Biographical and Genealogical History, I, 144; Norval N. 
Luxon, Wiles’ Weekly Register (Baton Rouge, 1947), 19-20. 

52. In the list of books on which the scholars were examined, ‘An. 6” means the 


sixth book of the Aeneid; “Selecta e profanis,’”’ selections from the profane authors; 
“Selecta e veteri,” selections from the Old Testament; and “Sententia Pueriles,” sen- 


tences for young boys. 
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Thomas Duff 


Samuel Niles Examined in Ovid & Selecta 
William James e profanis. 


Robert Gillis 

Benjamin Noxon 

Thomas Craghead 

William Shallcross 
Class 4. John Walraven Examined in Selecta e veteri. 

Tristram Thomas 
Class 5. Robert Carter Burwell 

Samuel Dickinson 

James Noxon Examined in Sententia Pueriles. 

Isaac Shallcross 

Daniel Delany 

Parke Shee 

Miers Fisher reported that he has caused the Deed (of which 4 rough 

Draft was read at a former Meeting) to be engrossed and tendered to Jona- 
than Dawes to be signed which he declined on Acct. of some Recitals therein 
contained which being considered are now thought so immaterial as that they 
may be expung’d & he M F is now authorized to draw a short Deed without 
Recitals from Jonathan Dawes to the Trustees by their Corporate Name™ 
& procure it to be executed notwithstanding a former Minute on this Subject. 


Miers Fisher also reported that he had procured his Brother Thomas 
Fisher™ to advance the Sum of four Hundred Pounds & that he himself had 
advanced the Sum of sixty five Pounds ten Shillings of his own Money which 
Sums were paid to Wm. Macpherson & Margt. his wife Assignees of Reynold 
Keen, whereupon they had abated the Sum of eighty four Pounds ten Shill- 
ings Part of the Interest due on the Bond, which Wm. Smith, Thomas Gilpin, 
Benjn. Wynkoop & Miers Fisher formerly gave to the sd. Reynold Keen & 
had assigned to the said Thomas Fisher the said Bond & that the said Thomas 
Fisher has agreed to allow the said Abatement to the Institution, they paying 
the Interest on the said four Hundred Pounds regularly as it shall become due 
& refunding the Sum of sixty five Pounds ten Shillings advanced by Miers 
Fisher immediately, which Proposal is accepted & the Sum of fifty ee Pounds 
lately subscribed by Archibald Pattison, Joseph Tatnall & Thomas May is 
appropriated to that Purpose & ordered to be paid to him forthwith & a Sub- 
scription is now recommended to be immediately set on Foot to raise the re- 
mainder of the said Sum with the Costs of three Suits commenced agt. 

58. The corporate name was “The Trustees of the public grammar school in the bor- 


ough of Wilmington and county of New Castle on Delaware.” This is taken from the 
reference to the Charter of 1773 contained in the Charter of 1803. 


54. Thomas Fisher (1741-1810) was a general in th i 
ce aaat e Revolutionary War. Scharf, 
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[against] Wm. Smith, B. Wynkoop & Miers Fisher on that Bond. 


It appears from a Minute of the Meeting in May last that a Principal 
Sum of One Hundred & seventy nine Pounds 4/8\% bearing Interest from 
the first Day of Septemr. 1775 was due to Vincent Gilpin exclusive of Com- 
missions for his Trouble in erecting the School, &c., amounting p[er] Ac- 
count now settled to the Sum of sixty six Pounds 16/2—which Commission he 
has now generously given to the Institution upon Condition that they under- 
take to pay off the Interest due him on the said Principal Sum & do secure 
to him the Payment of the Principal upon the Estate of the Corporation, 
which condition is accepted. 


And thereupon it is ordered that a Subscription be opened to raise a Sum 
sufficient to defray the sd. Interest which being paid the Meeting agrees that 
the School House & Lot with all the Estate ot the Corporation shall be pledged 
& mortgaged for securing the Payment of the said Sum of £400 & 179.4.814 
with Interest thereon to the said Respective Creditors. 


Jonas Stidham & Dr. Way for the Neighborhood of Wilmington, Thomas 
Miffiin, Samuel Magaw, Wm. White, Benjamin Wynkoop & Miers Fisher 
for the City of Philadelphia are appointed Committees to raise by Subscrip- 
tion a Sum of Money for the Purposes afsd. & to pay off some small Debts 
not yet accounted & especially to put the School House in a good State of 
Repair. 


The Same Persons resident in Philadelphia are requested to revive the 
Request & Memorial heretofore presented to Congress praying a Compensation 
to be made for the Damages sustained by the frequent Occupation of the 
School House as Barracks. 


The Committee™ formerly appointed to endeavor to procure a Com- 
pensation from the President or Legislature of the State for Rent & Damages 
of & to the School House when it was taken for Barracks in pursuance of 
President Dickinsons Letter of Decr. 1781 are requested to attend to that 
Business forthwith. 


The same Committee vizt. Thos. Duff, Nichs. Way, Vincent Gilpin are 
requested to apply to two Magistrates of this County agreeable to Law & 
procure a Warrant for allowing a Compensation for the Use of the School 
House as Barracks for the Legion of the Duke de Lauzun the last Winter. 


Vincent Gilpin & Joseph Tatnal are requested to let the School House 


55. Thomas Duff, Dr. Way, and Vincent Gilpin—appointed May 7, 1782. 
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Cellar upon such Terms as they shall think reasonable for one Year & allow 
the Tenant out of the Rent for such Repairs as will make it tenantable. 


Dr. Smith, Dr. Way, Wm. Thompson & Miers Fisher formerly ap- 
pointed a Committee to consider the State of the School &c. are requested to 
attend-to the Business mentioned in the former Minute &c. Vincent Gilpin 
& Joseph Shallcross are requested to endeavor to collect the arrears of Tuition 
Money in Order to discharge the Demand of Samuel Armor & if need be to 
employ Lawyers or other Persons for that Purpose & allow a Commission 
therefor. 


Patrick Murdoch the Master who now has the Superintendance of the 
School is requested to look over the Minutes of this Corporation, to see that 
they are correctly transcribed & furnish the Committees appointed to the 
several Services with Copies of all the Minutes relating to their Appointments. 


The Meeting then adjourned to the usual Time for the next half Yearly 
Meeting in October. 
[Oct. 1783.] At a General half yearly meeting of the Trustees of the Public 
Grammar School in the borough of Wilmington Present The Revd. William 
Smith & Lawrence Girilius, Vincent Gilpin, Thos. May, Joseph Tatnall & 
Nicholas Way. Oct. 1783. 


The Several classes in the Latin School were examined and acquitted 
themselves to the Satisfaction of the Trustees. The English School was at- 
tended to and its progress approved. 

[May 4th, 1784.] At a General half yearly meeting of the Trustees of the 
Public Grammer School in the borough of Wilmington Present The Revd. 
William Smith, William White, Lawrence Girilius, Jonas Stidham, Ben- 
jamin Wynkoop, Vincent Gilpin, Joseph Shallcross, Thomas Duff, Nicholas 


Way, Miers Fisher, Thomas May, Archibald Pattison, Joseph Tatnall. May 
4th. 1784. 


The Several classes in the Latin Schocl were examined and acquitted 
themselves to the Satisfaction of the Trustees as follows viz. 


Class 1 David Ball Examined in Lucian, the Greek 
Joseph Way New Testament, Horace & 
James McOrkell Cicero 
John Cox 

Class 2 Samuel Niles Examined in Virgil ll 
SERS ined in Virgil & Sallust 


William James 
James Gilpin 
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Thomas Crow 
Benjamin Noxon 
Archibald Pattison 
Thomas Craghead 


Class 3 Anthony Toomer Examined in Ovid & Selecta 
Joseph Chinn e profanis 
John Chinn 
Tristram Thomas F 


John Walraven 
Thomas Ward 
William Shallcross 


Class 4 Richard Cochrane Examined in Selecta e 
Robert Cochrane veteri Testamento 
Thomas Potts 
Samuel Dickinson 
James Noxon 


Class 5 Josias King Examined in Selecta 
Robert Carter Burwell _veteri testamento 
Simon Geddis 
Francis Holland 
John Wedersbrandt 


Class 6 John Adams Examined in the Grammar 
John Brinton 
Isaac Wayne 
David Lynam 


Patrick Murdoch was unanimously appointed Secretary to the Board. 


Doctor Smith Was unanimously appointed Chairman of this present 
Meeting. 


The Committee formerly appointed to make application to Congress 
for satisfaction for the damage done to the School house by the Continental 
Troops Reported that they have made application accordingly, but not having 
yet received satisfaction The Revd. Doctor William Smith, William Thomp- 
son, Miers Fisher, Archibald Pattison & Doctor William White, Nicholas 
Way & John Cadwallader or any two of them are appointed a committee 
for prosecuting the said application to effect. 


A Letter from Samuel Armor dated Chester Town, April 17, 1784 being 
read soliciting payment of the debt due to him by the Corporation Vincent 
Gilpin, Nicholas Way, Joseph Shallcross, Thomas May are appointed a Com- 
mittee to take all legal measures to collect the money due the Corporation for 
Tuition & Subscriptions & make payment of the same to the said Samuel 
Armor, as far as the said debt extends. 
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A Letter from Wooddrop Sims Executor to the Estate of Joseph Sims 
deceased dated Philadelphia May 3, 1784 was read requesting payment of a 
debt of £100 with interest due to the said estate. 


Miers Fisher reminded the Board that a Years Interest has accrued on 
the Bond assigned of Reynold Keen to his brother Thomas Fisher being twenty 
four Pounds which Sum he wished to be provided with as he had engaged a 
punctual Discharge of the Interest agreeable to a Minute of a former Meeting. 
Whereupon George Reed, the Revd. Lawrence Girilius, Thomas Duff, Nicho- 
las Way & Thomas May or any two of them are desired to wait on John 
Dickinson Esqr. President of the State of Pennsylvania, formerly president 
of this State & a member of this board, & such other Gentlemen as are well 
disposed to this institution & solicit subscriptions for its support, & out of the 
same to pay Mr. Sims & the Interest due to Mr. Fisher as above. 


Vincent Gilpin, Thomas May and Nicholas Way are requested to see 
that the english School be removed into the outer Room of the School House— 
& to make such Regulations for the Government of the Schools as to them 
shall seem proper until the next meeting in October. 


October 19th, 1784. At a General half Yearly Meeting of the Trustees of 
the Public Grammar School in the borough of Wilmington held on Tuesday 
the 19th. of October 1784 Present the Revd. Lawrence Girilius, Nicholas 
Way, Miers Fisher, Thomas May, Vincent Gilpin. 


The Several classes in the Upper School were examined and acquitted 
themselves to the satisfaction of the Trustees as follows viz. 


Class 1 David Ball Examined in Homer & Juvenal 
Joseph Way 
James McOrkell 

Class 2. Thomas Duffy Examined in Horace, Cicero, 
Thomas Crow & Novum Testamentum Gracum 


Caesar Rodney*® 
Benjamin Noxon 


Archibald Pattison 


Class 3. Tristram Thomas Examined in Virgil 
Joseph Chinn 
John Chinn 
Joshua Ward 
Thomas Ward 
John Walraven 


56. This is Caesar Augustus Rodney (1772-1824), son of Thomas Rodney and nephew 
of Caesar Rodney, the Signer. He became a distinguished lawyer, an ardent Jeffer- 
sonian, 8 member of both houses of Congress, attorney-general of the United States, 
and first minister to Buenos Aires, where he died. DAB., XVI, 82; Montgomery, 60-61. 
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Class 4 Richard Cochrane in Ovid 
Robert Cochrane 
Samuel Potts 
Samuel Dickinson 
Josias King 
John Wederstrandt 
Class 5 James Noxon in Selecta e veteri 
Francis Holland 
Robert Burwell 
Simon Geddis 
John Brinton 
John Knowles 


Class 6 David Lynam In the Same 
Isaac Wayne 
Richard Clarke 
William Clarke 
Jacob Smith 


The Present Meeting being so small it is agreed to refer the proceeding 


on business till [ blank ] when a special meeting is directed to be 
summoned. 


[May 3rd, 1785.] At a General half yearly meeting of the Trustees of the 
Wilmington School held at Wilmington the third day of May in the year 
1785 in pursuance of the charter 


Present 
Lawrence Girilius Vincent Gilpin Jonas Stidham 
Nicholas Way Thomas May Miers Fisher 


The Trustees proceeded to the School-house, and Examined the several 
classes in the books they were reading in which they acquitted themselves to 
the entire satisfaction of the Trustees, and a crowded Audience among whom 
were several Gentlemen of learning who expressed themselves to be highly 
pleased with the progress the Youth evidently appeared to have made in the 
classes both Greek & Latin; and several of the pupils exhibited proofs that 
considerable improvement had been made by them in the art of Speaking. 


A Letter from Gunning Bedford, Junr. Esqr.®’, enclosing a resolution 


57. Gunning Bedford, Jr., who at this time was a congressman from Delaware, was 
elected to the board of trustees in 1802 and made president of it. He was born in 
Philadelphia in 1747 and died March 30, 1812. He always signed his name as junior 
so as not to be confused with his cousin, also Gunning Bedford. Washington ap- 
pointed him a judge in 1789, a position he held until his death. He is described as 
“tall, stout, handsome, and sociable.” DAB., II, 123. 
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of Congress®® dated the 22d. March last and accompanied with an elegant 
Copy of the Works of Thomas Wilson D. D. late Bishop of Sodor and 
Man®® was produced and read being as follows “To the Honorable Trustees 
of the College of Wilmington, Wilmington, April 29, 1785. Gentlemen, 
Agreeably to the powers vested in us by a Resolution of Congress of the 22d. 
of March last, on behalf of Mr. Vining® and myself, I have the honor to 
present to the College of Wilmington the works of Thomas Wilson D. D. & 
late Bishop of Sodor & Man. It gives us particular pleasure to have this op- 
portunity of preferring the Seminary of learning in that place in which we 
reside. Wishing much prosperity to the Institution under your patronage, 
and to your endeavours for the promotion of Literature, I have the honor to 
be, with the greatest consideration, your most obedient very humble Servant 
Gunning Bedford Jun.” And the Resolution of Congress was also read and 
is as follows: 


By the United States in Congress assembled, March 22d. 1785. On 
Motion Resolved that the Delegates representing each of the United States 
in Congress assembled be and they are hereby authorized to receive from the 
Secretary of Congress and to transmit to such College, University or public 
seminary of learning in their States respectively as they may judge proper, to 
be deposited in the library thereof, one set of the works of Thomas Wilson 
D. D. and later Bishop of Sodor and Man, presented to Congress by his son, 
Doctor Wilson, Prebendary of Westminster.® 


Chas. Thomson Secretary. 


Whereupon a Committee was appointed to draw up and report an Answer 
to the foregoing letter forthwith, which being done it was read and approved, 
being as follows: Gentlemen, By direction of the unanimous voice of the 
Board of Trustees of the Wilmington Academy at their General half yearly 
meeting, I have the honor to acquaint you that they received with much satis- 


58. This resolution of March 22, 1785 is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 36, II, folio 535. Journals of Continental Congress, XXVIII, 188n. 


59. Thomas Wilson was born at Burton, Cheshire, in 1663 and died in 1755. His 
works were collected (under his son’s direction) by Clement Cruttwell in 1781. 
ary of National Biography, LXII, 139-142. 


60. John Vining (1758-1802), a lawyer, was then in the Continental Congress and 
was later a member of the U. S. House of Representatives and Senate. Biographical 
Directory of the American Congress, 1774-1927 (Washington, 1928), 1651. 


Diction- 


61. Rev. Thomas Wilson (1703-1784). DNB., LXII, 139-142. 


62. Charles Thomson (1729-1824) was born in Ireland and came to New Castle when 
he was ten. He attended the academy of Francis Alison and later became famous as 
secretary of Congress for 15 years, 1774-1789. Adams wrote “This Charles Thompson 


is the Sam Adams of Philadelphia, the life of the cause of liberty, they say.” DAB., 
XVIII, 481; Adams, II, 358. 
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faction the works of Dr. Wilson, late Bishop of Sodor, and Man, accom- 
panied with Mr. Bedford’s letter inclosing the Resolution of the Honorable 
Congress for distributing these works among the several states. The Trustees 
are highly obliged by this flattering mark of your attention to the Seminary 
under their care and by the very polite manner in which it was presented by 
Mr. Bedford expressing the most favorable wishes for the prosperity of the 
institution. If it would not intrude too much upon the time of the august 
body of which you are members, the Trustees would wish you to return their 
most respectful thanks as a testimony of their grateful sense of the liberal 
disposition of Congress towards this among other seminaries of learning which 
they have honored with the pious labors of the late Bishop of Sodor and Man”. 
Lawrence Girilius is appointed Prases. [Praeses] pro hac vice® and is re- 
quested to sign the same and transmit it To the Honorable Gunning Bedford 
and John Vining Esquires. 


David Ball of Northumberland County in the State of Virginia who has 
read the Latin & Greek Classics in this School for near two years last past 
applied to the board for a certificate of his proficiency in those languages & 
of his orderly conduct during his residence in this borough, all which being 
well known to several of the Trustees now present to be justly his due, Lau- 
rence Girilius President pro hac vice is desired to prepare and sign such cer- 
tificate in behalf of the Trustees. 


Miers Fisher produced a deed®™ duly executed by Jonathan Dawes to 
the Trustees of this institution for the lot on which the School house is erected 
which being read and approved is directed to be recorded in the office for re- 
cording Deeds for this county. 


The public seal of this corporation having been lost during the confusions 
attending the late War Miers Fisher is appointed to procure one to be made 
with such devices as he with Benjamin Wynkoop & Dr. White shall think 


expressive of the design. 


Much business of importance to the institution is mentioned and a free 
conference is had on the several subjects proposed, but the small number of 
Trustees now met think themselves inadequate to the execution of it, where- 
fore it is agreed to adjourn the further consideration thereof to a special 
meeting® of the Trustees to be held on Thursday the 16th of June next of 
which the Secretary is desired to furnish Dr. Way with written notices, and 


63. Temporary presiding officer. 
64, This deed was made April 2, 1785. Kane, 27. 


65. Either no meeting was held, or else no minutes were taken. 
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Dr. Way undertakes to enclose them in circular letters to every member press- 
ing a punctual attendance at ten o’Clock A. M. of that day. 


[Oct. 18, 1785.] At a General half yearly meeting of the Trustees of the 
Wilmington School on October the 18th. 1785 


Present 
George Read Thomas May 
Lawrence Girilius Vincent Gilpin 
Thomas Duff Jonas Stidham 
Benj. Wynkoop Nicholas Way 
Miers Fisher Joseph Gilpin 


The School examined and the several classes acquitted themselves to the 
credit of themselves and the master. 


Ordered that George Read, Thomas May & Miers Fisher be a Commit- 
tee to wait on Robert Browne® of Queen Anne’s County Esqr. now in this 
borough, & beg the favor of him to solicit subscripticns in his state and 
neighborhood for the promotion & advancement of this institution the form 
of which subscription is here subjoined.®* 


We the Subscribers favoring & wishing well to the Public Grammar 
School in the Borough of Wilmington and County of Newcastle on Delaware 
in order to promote the same do hereby promise to pay to the Corporation 
under whose care the said School is and shall be, by whatsoever name the same 


is or shall be called the sums opposite to our names written. Witness our hands 
the eighteenth day of October 1785. 


The Committee above appointed-report forthwith that upon view of the 
Copy of the foregoing minute and Subscription paper, he®® generously sub- 
scribed the sum of £25 thereto, and undertook to lay the same before the 
neighbourhood in which he lives, and after receiving their subscriptions to 
return the same to Doctor Way as soon as conveniently may be. 


Afterwards on the same Day the following Members appeared and took 
their Seats viz. James Lea, John Stapler, Joseph Shallcross, Joseph Tatnall. 


The members present consisting of two thirds of the whole number for 
this time being proceeded to an election of members in the room of Caesar 
66. The only fact known to the editor about Robert Browne is that he married Ann 


Tilghman January 29, 1811. This information is taken from the Zaston Star, January 
29, 1811, as given by the Maryland Historical Society. 


67. A copy of a form similar to this is found in Joshua Gilpin’s Commonplace Book. 
68. Robert Browne. 


@ 
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Rodney Esq., the Revd. William Thomson Deceased, and Archibald Pattison 
who has resigned when Jacob Broom & Joseph Cowden® were duly elected 
by a majority of four fifths at least agreeable to Charter, & Jacob Broom being 
in town attended & took his seat accordingly. 


Thomas May, Thomas Duff & Jacob Broom were appointed a Com- 
mittee to go to Philadelphia and in co-operation with the members there apply 
to all persons whom they may think proper soliciting them for Subscriptions 
for the support of this institution. 


Joseph Gilpin now present undertakes to inform Joseph Cowden of his 
Election. 


Several Matters of Importance to the Institution being opened & debated 

for a considerable Time, but not yet ripe for the Determination of the Board 
they are referred to the Consideration of the next Meeting in May of which 
the Secy. is desired to give the Usual Notice. 
[May 2nd, 1786.] At a generalf Half Yearly Meeting of the Trustees of 
Public Grammar School in the Borough of Wilmington in the County of 
New Castle upon Delaware held the second Day of May in pursuance of the 
Charter—1786— 


Present 
George Read Dr. Wm. White Col. Thomas Duff 
Lawr. Girilius Benj. Wynkoop Thomas May 
Vincent Gilpin Dr. Nichs. Way & Miers Fisher 
Joseph Shallcross Jacob Broom 


The Trustees proceeded to the School House & examined all the Classes 
in the Latin & Greek Languages in the several Books in which they had been 
reading Who in the Presence of a numerous Audience acquitted themselves to 
the entire Satisfaction of the Trustees which at their request was publicly 
mentioned by George Read Esqr. 


A Proposition having been heretofore made & communicated to most of 
the Members now present to enlarge the Plan of Education in this Seminary, 


69. Jacob Broom (1752-1810) had attended the Old Academy in 1765. As post- 
master and first burgess, he was a leading citizen of Wilmington, where he later operated 
a cotton factory. He was a member of the Constitutional Convention in 1787. At the 
Battle of the Brandywine, Washington is said to have used a map drawn by him. 
Ferris, 267n; Bounds, 107; John A. Munroe, Delaware in the Revolutionary Era (un- 
published Ph. D. thesis, University of Pennsylvania, 1947), 221; Montgomery, 42. 


The Rev. Joseph Cowden was probably born in Annapolis. He became lay reader 
in North Elk parish, having been previously master of the Free School in Kent County, 
Maryland, which in 1783 became Washington College. He entered the ministry of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church and served as rector at St. Anne’s, Middletown. 
Sprague, Annals of the American Pulpit, V, 312; Journals of the General Oonventions, 
65. 
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the same has been now fully debated & it appearing that more Deliberation is 
necessary than can be now had, it is agreed to appoint the following Commit- 
tees Vizt. 


Dr. Nicholas Way, Jacob Broom & Thomas May to endeavor by all 
Ways and Means in their Power to encrease the Funds of the School by present 
& annual Subscriptions so as to enable the Trustees to carry their Design 
into Execution. 


Dr. Wm. White, Benjamin Wynkoop & Miers Fisher to prepare a Report 
for the Enlargement of the Plan of Education to be laid before an adjourned 
Meeting of the Trustees to be held at this Borough on the 22d. Day of this 
Inst. May” to which Time this Meeting adjourns. 


The Public Seal of the Corporation executed under the care of a Com- 

mittee lately appointed is now delivered to Vincent Gilpin who is desired to 
keep the same for the Use of the Corporation. 
[Oct. 18th, 1786.] At a general half yearly meeting of the Trustees of the 
Publick Grammar School in the Burrough of Wilmington in the County of 
Newcastle on Delaware held the 18th. day of October in pursuance of the 
charter 1786. 


Present 
John Dickenson Nich. Way. 
Geo. Read Jacob Broom 
Laurance Gerilius Vincent Gilpin 


The School being Examin’d at the schoolhouse all the classes in the Latin 
& Greek Languages in the Several books in which the[y] had been reading who 
in the presence of a numerous audience acquitted themselves to the Satisfaction 
of the trustees present. 


Draught of a Plan of Education” for the Wilmington Academy—Which 
was adopted by Trustees of sd. Academy at their meetings on the 2d. & 22d. 
of May 1786. 


The object of this Academy is to promote the Important cause of Re- 
ligious, Morality & Literature. For this end it is Necessary that proper In- 
structions be furnished the Academicians each of these heads: Wherefore 


70. A meeting must have been held May 22, 1786, although no minutes appear for that 
date, because the October 18, 1786 minutes refer to it and also the printed draft of the 
plan contains this title, ‘Draught of a Plan of Education for the Wilmington Academy, 
which was adopted by The Trustees of the said Academy at their meetings on the 2d. 
and 22d. Day of May, 1786.” 


71. Copies of this draft were printed by James Adams in Wilmington in 1786. 
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[blank] 
[May 1st, 1787.] At a general half Yearly meeting of the Trustees of the 
Publick Grammar school in the Burrough of Wilmington in the county of 
Newcastle on Delaware held the first day of May in pursuance of their charter 


1787— 


Present 
Laurance Gerelius Nichs. Way 
Jacob Broom Vincent Gilpin. 
Thomas May 


And whereas the plan of Education Adopted at the meeting in May 1786 
will admit and Require a more full meeting of trustees to finally agree with 
[blank] McClintock’? now engaged by the Committee appointed for that 
purpose & to further to engage if necessary a principle for the ensuing Year— 
therefore this Meeting is adjourned to the 15th. Inst. ensuing & P. Murdock 
is requested to give notice to the Several Trustees for the purpose. 

[May 15th, 1787.] At an Adjourned Meeting of the General half yearly 
meeting of the trustees of the Wilmington Academy May 15th. 1787 Present 
Vincent Gilpin, Joseph Couden & Nichs. Way the number conven’d not being 
sufficient to constitute a meeting for doing business adjourned sd. meeting to 
the 17th. Inst. next. 

[May 17th, 1787.] At an Adjourn’d meeting of the trustees of the Wil- 
mington publick grammar school the 17th. Inst. May, 1787 on considering 
the present state of the School & the funds of the same it is conceiv’d it will be 
most prudent to decline the Continuance of Charles Wharton™ as principle of 


which Thomas May, Vincent Gilpin & Nichs. Way are to give him notice. 

[blank] McClintock Mathematical Master employed by the Committee 
appointed for that purpose, having begun his school some weeks past — this 
meeting confirms sd. agreement at the sum of one hundred & fifty pounds, 


p. annum. 


72. John McClintock, a former mathematics tutor at the University of Pennsylvania, 
had an announcement printed in the Delaware Gazette of May 27, 1787, that he had 
commenced teaching ‘“‘such branches of the Mathematics as were required” and would 
begin the instruction of ‘the English Language grammatically.” The date, as given 
in the Delaware Writers Project notes (Memorial Library, University of Delaware), 
XI, 234, may be incorrect, since apparently an issue of this date does not exist. This 
may be the same gentleman to whom Ferris refers when he tells of a teacher coming 
from Philadelphia to teach English grammar but failing because of a lack of proper 
textbooks. Ferris, 286. 

73. Dr. Charles Wharton. (1748-1833) was born in Maryland and educated at the 
English Jesuit college at St. Omer, France. Leaving the Roman Catholic priesthood, 
he entered the Church of England and became rector of Immanuel Church, New Castle. 
“He was a gentleman of great literary attainments, a scholar of the highest order, and 
an estimable man.” DAB., XX, 27; Montgomery, 13. 
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Members present 
Vincent Gilpin Nichs. Way. 
Thos. May 
Miers Fisher 
Jos. Shallcross 


[Oct. 1787.] At a Meeting of the Trustees of the Wilmington School 

held the [blank] Day of October 1787 in Pursuance of the Charter 
Present 

Lawr. Girelius, George Read, Dr. Nicholas Way, Jacob Broom. 


The Trustees proceeded to examine the School & adjourned from the 
School House to Patrick O Flinns “4 but the Number met being small no 
Business is undertaken wherefore they now adjourn to the stated Meeting 
May next. 


[May 6th, 1788.] At a Meeting of the Trustees of the Wilmington School 
held the sixth Day of May 1788 in Pursuance of the Charter 

Present 
Dr. William White, Lawrence Girelius, Vincent Gilpin, Benjamin Wynkoop, 


Dr. Nicholas Way, Joseph Cowden, Jacob Broom, Miers Fisher, Jonas Stid- 
ham. 


The Trustees proceeded to the Examination of the School which was per- 


formed in the Presence of a numerous Audience to the Satisfaction of the 
Trustees. 


The Professor of Languages’> communicated to the Board a Paper con- 
taining his Ideas of the present State of the School. 


The Trustees are now informed that a Judt. [judgment] has been ob- 
tained & an Execution issued against them at the Suit of Samuel Armor with- 
out executing a Writ of Exigency of Damages, which is supposed to be ir- 
regular & as they apprehend the Judt. was entered without a proper Warrant 
or Authority & that they have a good Defence, Vincent Gilpin, Nicholas Way 
& Jacob Broom are appointed a Committee to attend at the ensuing Court 
& employ Council to move to set aside both Judt. & Execution which being 


74. For eighty years the leading inn in Wilmington was 

corner of Third and Market and at first was called the “Sign or eetes Win oe 
O’Flinn became its proprietor he changed the name to “Happy Retreat.” Scharf says 
he became proprietor in 1789, but this may be a mistake, because the entry that she 
tains the statement “adjourned from the School House to Patrick O’Flinn’s” is dated 
1787. O’Flinn was a true patriot, “‘a most polite man,” and an “ideal inn-keeper.”” 
Washington, Jefferson, Burr, and Commodore Perry were his guests: Lafayette maa 
the inn as his headquarters; Louis Philippe also dined there. Scharf, II, 810. 


75. Patrick Murdoch. 
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done it is left to their Discretion to submit the matters in Variance to Referees 
by Rule of Court or not. 


Benjamin Wynkoop & Miers Fisher remind the Board that they together 
with Dr. Wm. Smith & the late Thomas Gilpin remain bound in a Bond given 
by them in their private Capacity to Reynold Keen for the Sum of four hun- 
dred Pounds & in another Bond to the late Joseph Sims for the further Sum 
of one hundred Pounds both which Sums were long since borrowed for the 
Use of the Institution, & were expended in erecting the School House & re- 
main unpaid, that there are two Years Interest due thereon it is therefore agreed 
that the Trustees in their Corporate Capacity do immediately execute a Bond 
to the Said Wm. Smith, B. Wynkoop & Miers Fisher in the Penalty of Eleven 
hundred & twenty Pounds conditioned for the Payment of five hundred & 
sixty Pounds being the Amount of the Principal & Interest due from them on 
the two abovementioned Bonds. 


Vincent Gilpin now produces his Account Current with the Trustees 
with Interest calculated to this Day Balance in his Favor two hundred & 
twenty three Pounds five Shillings & eight Pence, which for the present is 
supposed to be right & the Board agree that a Bond shall be executed to him 
in the Penalty of four hundred & fifty Pounds Conditioned for the Payment 
of the aforesaid Ballances; But the said Vincent Gilpin’s Account is neverthe- 
less referred to [blank space] who are desired to examine the same & report 
to the next Meeting what Sum is really due to him & it is agreed that the 
said Bond have Credit for such Sum as those Gentlemen may think proper 
to be disallowed in that Account. 


And in order that the said Debts due to the sd. Wm. Smith, B. Wynkoop 
& Miers Fisher & to the sd. V. Gilpin may be secured upon equal Terms with- 
out Preference to one before the other it is agreed that One Mortgage be 
made and executed by the Trustees under their Common Seal of the School 
House & Lot of Ground to the said Wm. Smith, B. Wynkoop, M. Fisher & 
Vincent Gilpin for the common & equal Security of both Debts. 


The said two Bonds & Mortgage being now prepared are solemnly exe- 
cuted under the Common Seal of the Corporation & delivered attested by the 


Secretary. 
[Oct. 21st, 1788.] At a meeting of the Trustees of the Wilmington School 
held the Twenty first day of October 1788 in pursuance of the Charter— 
Present— 

Laurance Girelius, Thomas May, Nicholas Way, Vincent Gilpin, Jos. 
Shallcross, Jonas Stidham & Jacob Broom. 
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The Trustees proceeded to the Examination of the School which was 
performed in the presence of a newmerouse [Sic] Audience, to Satisfaction. 


Agreed that Thomas May, Joseph Shallcross & Vincent Gilpin be a com- 
ittee to settle Dr. Wharton claim against the School for his services as 
President Principal. Lawrence Girelius, Jonas Stidham, Jacob Broom & 
Nichs. Way are added to the above Comittee. 


Joseph Shallcross, Vincent Gilpin & Nichs. Way are appointed a Comit- 
tee to collect monies due on the last subscription paper & pay the same towards 
the debt due to Samuel Armor. 


[May 5th, 1789.] At a Meeting of the Trustees of the Wilmington School 
the fifth day of May 1789 in persuance of the charter 


Present 
Nicholas Way, Vincent Gilpin 


The School being diclined-by Patrick Murdock & notice given by him, & 
no Scholars to Examine the Meeting of the Trustees is adjourned to the 


[blank] day of June next ... due notice to be given to the Trustees to attend 
on business of Importance. 


Oct. 1789. No trustees attended their half Yearly meeting. 


Dec. 26th, 1789. Lawrence Girelius, Jacob Broom & Nicholas Way being 
a Majority of the Comittee to superintend the School in the interval of the 
Genl. Examinations being applied to by Wm. Moffat” a young gentleman well 
recommended from Elkton have engag’d the sd. Moffat for one year at the 
rate of £75 pr. annum—that scholars are to be receiv’d as heretofore at the 
rate of £6 pr. annum & public notice given in the next Del. Gazette” that if 
the number of scholars exceed in amt £75 pr. annum it is agreed the same shall 
be rec’d by the Master for his benefit but if the Tuition should not amt. to 
that sum the Comittee in behalf of the Trustees agree to make up the deficiency 


& further setled [settle] at the May meeting next — the school to be opened 
the 11th. of Jany. next. 


Jan. 12th, 1790. At a meeting of the following named trustees to wit Laurance 
Gerelius, Nichs. Way, Vincent Gilpin, Thos. May & Jacob Broom three 


76. Properly spelled ‘‘Maffit.” 


77. “Notice is hereby given that the Wilmington Academy will be opened under the 
direction of William Maffit; that scholars will be taught, as heretofore, at the rate of 
£6 per ann. They will be taught the Latin and Greek Languages, and Writing.” 
Delaware Gazette, January 2, 1790. Another notice appeared in the Delaware Gazette, 


February 6, 1790, announcing that Andrew Rey would be employed as mathematics 
master. 
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whereof being of the standing committee by consent of the sd. Trustees it is 
agreed between William Maffit the person who is engaged as a teacher of the 
Languages and Andrew Rhea a person recommended as a teacher of the Mathe- 
matics that they Unite in teaching the Languages and the Mathematics, that 
the care of teaching the Languages with Wm. Maffit & the teaching of the 
Matthematics with Andrew Rhea & that they divide the profits arising from 
the tuition between them according to a_private agreement which they inform 
the Trustees they have made between themselves. 


P.S. Mathematical Scholars pay £6 p. annum ............cccccccceeees at Quarterly 


pay niente det es and all others, English scholars the like sum, 
tuition quarterly. 


[May 4th, 1790.] At a meeting of the Trustees of the Public Grammar 
School of Wilmington held in pursuance of the Charter on Tuesday the 4th 
day of May 1790 present 


The Revd. Wm. Smith ‘Thomas Duff 

The Revd. Lawrence Girelius Joseph Shallcross 
The Revd. Joseph Cowden Miers Fisher and 
Doct. Nicholas Way Jacob Broom Esqrs. 


The Trustees proceeded to the Examination of the School which was 
compleated to their Satisfaction. 


Joshua Gilpin’® was appointed Secretary for the Time. 


A paper received from Vincent Gilpin dated the third of April which 
however appears to have been written the 3d. instant was laid before the 
Trustees & read as follows vizt. 


As it is not in my power to attend with you I have left the books, minutes 
& accounts &c. of the Statements of Damages made in Continental Specie in 
1779. Likewise is in the latter end of the Ledger all the accts. dated of an- 
nuities for repairs from which you can collect the State of the School. 


Armors debt Principle 122.13.9£ & Interest from the 7th of May, 1782. 
The Mortgage you may find in the minutes — V. G. in the hands of Sheriff 
may be ald. [allowed or allotted] £140 — though it is uncertain as on recol- 
lection it will not- perhaps be so much. Perhaps a Committee to further ar- 


78. Joshua Gilpin (1765-1841), brother of Thomas and son of Thomas, is first men- 
tioned here when he is appointed secretary, but he is not actually elected to the board 
until May 11, 1802. He and his brother had paper mills at Kentmere on the Brandywine 
in 1787, where they made paper, distinguished for its whiteness and durability, by 
means of a revolving cylinder—the first of its kind in the country. Scharf, II, 653; 
Lincoln, 184; Anna W. Smith, Genealogy of the Fisher Family, 62. 
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range & State the Accts. of damages to lay before Congress may be proper & 
can be done in two or three weeks & the debts may be gone into & fully di- 
gested as it is highly necessary & Armors debt must be paid at the May Court 
which I shall prepare for if the Trustees should neglect that part of the busi- 
ness — Your Friend 

Vincent Gilpin 

Aprl. 3, 1790 


Trustee of Wilmington Publick Grammar School. P. S. a moderate Credit 
will be given for the amount that will be discounted with the Sheriff toward 
Armors debt, but not longer than one year paying Interest. — a Committee 
ought to take Charge in raising the Balance by the Court in May. | 


On Motion, it was resolved 

that Nichs. Way, Vincent Gilpin & Jacob Broom be a Committee to investi- 
gate the claim of the corporation against the United States for damages done 
the school house during the late War to state the Accts. thereof, & to procure 
all the documents wch. may be necessary & Establish the sd. claim to forw’d 
the Application thereof to Congress, & that it is warmly recommended to the 
said committee to have the sd. business compleated with all possible expedition 
& to make report at the next meeting. 


On Motion resolved 
that N. Way, Jacob Broom & Jos. Shallcross be a committee imediately to 
proceed & collect the subscriptions & debts due to the corporation & pay the 
committee apointed to obtain the Assignment of the sale from Vincent Gilpin 
for the purpose of Enabling the sd. Committee to pay at the ensuing May 
court such a sum as may be necessary to compleat that Business. 


On motion Resolved 
that Doct. Wm. Smith, Vincent Gilpin & Miers Fisher be a committee, who 
after procuring the proper & Necessary Documents shall proceed to New 
York” to collect of Congress an Allowance & payment for the damages done 
by the Continental Troops during the late war & to take the best Method, 
in their power, for Obtaining the same. 


[Oct. 19th, 1790.) At a meeting of the Publick Grammar school of Wil- 
mington held in pursuance of the charter the 19th. day of October 1790 pres- 
ent 


Laurance Gerelius Nicholas Way 
Thomas Duff Jacob Broom 
& Vincent Gilpin. 


79. Congress met in New York in 1789, but late in 1790 it moved to Philadelphia. 
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The Trustees proceeded to the Examination of the school which was 
compleated to Satisfaction & not having a sufficient number of Trustees pres- 
ent to proceed to any further business it is recommended to the several Com- 
mittees to attend to the business each are apointed to & particularly those 
for Collecting subscriptions & those which were apointed at the last May 
meeting to use all possible means to attend on Congress in the early part of 
their next Sessions to be held at Philadelphia. 


[May 3rd,1791.] Ata meeting of the trustees of the publick Grammar school 
of Wilmington held in persuance of the charter the 3rd of May 1791 — present 
— Laurence Gerelius, Nicholas Way, Thos. Duff, Jacob Broom & Vincent 
Gilpin — The trustees proceeded to Examine the school which was Com- 
pleated to Satisfaction & not having a sufficient number of trustees to proceed 
to business of such importance as is conceived to be necessary — therefore it 
is thought most prudent to Adjourn this meeting to the 18th. Instant and to 
Notice all the distant trustees thereof that they Give thier attendance. 


Oct. 19th, 1791. At a General half yearly Meeting of the Trustees of the 
Wilmington Public school Octr. 19th 1791 Present Thos. May & Jacob 
Broom Esqrs., Vincent Gilpin & Nicholas Way. ‘The Trustees agree that 
the Scholars passed their examination with credit to themselves & their tutor®® 
& gave much satisfaction too in the performance of their several exercises. 
‘The number of Trustees present not being a quorum to transact business [not 
completed } 


May 1792. At a general half yearly meeting of the Trustees of the 
Wilmington Public School 

Present Thos. Duff, Vincent Gilpin, Jacob Broom & Nicholas Way agreed 
that the Scholars have made a creditable improvement since the last exami- 
nation. 


Oct At a general half yearly meeting of the Trustees of the Wil- 
mington Public School 

present Vincent Gilpin, Jacob Broom and Nicholas Way. ‘The scholars as 
usual were examined and in the opinion of the Trustees present a reasonable 
improvement has been made since the last preceeding examination. 


[ No date .] At a meeting of the Trustees of the Wilmington Public 


School present 
Jonas Stidham, Thos. Duff, Jos. Shallcross, Vincent Gilpin, Jacob Broom 
& Nicholas Way. 


80. William Mafit. 
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A Letter was produced from Joshua Gilpin & power of Attorney to be 
sign’d impowering a comittee to receive the money granted by Congress for 
damages done the School, but there not being a sufficient number of Trustees 
to constitute a quorum to proceed to business it is agreed this meeting adjourn 
to the 2 of April. 


[April 2nd, 1793.] At a Meeting of the Trustees of the Wilmington Public 
School held at Wilmington the 2d. day of April 1793. Present — Jonas Stid- 
ham, James Lea, Joseph Shallcross, Vincent Gilpin, Nicholas Way, Jacob 
Broome & Miers Fisher & Thomas Duff, who being a quorum proceeded to 
business. 


Vincent Gilpin & Miers Fisher reported that in pursuance of an Act 
of Congress® passed last year the Treasury Department had fixed the amount 
of the Compensation to be allowed to the Corporation for damages & Rent 
at the Sum of twenty five hundred & fifty three dolars which Sum is ready 
to be paid to any Attorney duly authorized by Warrant under the seal of the 
Corporation whereupon a warrant of Attorney was prepared & executed under 
the Seal of the Corporation to William Smith, Miers Fisher, Vincent Gilpin 
& Joshua Gilpin or any two of them, Miers Fisher being one jointly & severally 
to receive the said Money & give the proper discharge. 


The Board took into Consideration the State of the debts due from the 
Institution & the funds they have to pay the[m] when it appeared the follow- 
ing debts are due to wit. 


Bond & Mortgage to William Smith, Benjamin Wynkoop & Miers Fisher 
for the amount of their and Gilpins Bonds for Money borrowed of Reynold 
Keene & Joseph Sims as settled at a 


Meeting of the 6 May 1788 500. 
Interest thereon to April 6, 1793 165.4 
725.4 


Bond & Mortgage to Vincent Gilpin for Amt. of his  223.5.8 
Accounted settled at same time 

Int. thereon to April 6, 1793 65.17 289.2.8 
To Miers Fisher & Joshua Gilpin for Money advanced 


81. “Be it enacted, &c., “That, as an indemnification to the Corporation of Trustees of 
the Public Grammar School and Academy of Wilmington, in the State of Delaware, for 
the use and occupation of the said school, and the damages done to the same by the 
troops of the United States, during the late war, there be granted to the said Corpora- 
tion of Trustees a reasonable compensation, payable out of any unappropriated money 
in the Treasury of the United States, which compensation shall be ascertained by the 
accounting officers of the Treasury. Approved April 18, 1792.” Annals of the Con- 
gress of the United States, 1359. 
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by them to Vincent Gilpin to pay Samuel Armors 
Judgmt. which was agreed to be repaid to them out of 


the first Monies that could be collected 201.6.8 
Interest thereon to 6 April Inst. 21.8.7 222.15.3 
Debt due to the Estate of Thomas 
Gilpin 8. 
Debt due to the Estate of Isaac 
Buckingham with Int. F 49.1 
£1294.2.11 
And the Funds of the Institution that can immediately be com- 
manded besides outstanding Subscriptions are as follows 
Amt. of 2553 Drs. granted by Congress £ 957.7.6 
Certificates for Rent of the School 98.11.11 
allowed upon final Settlement by Wm. 
Winder Esqr.82 Commr. of Loans 
Int thereon since V. Gilpin col’d the 10.15.8 
same 2 
: £1066.15.1 
Amt of funds brought forward £1066.15.1 
Subscription collected in Philadelphia 34.7.3 
& remaining in B. Wynkoops hands 
1101.2.4 


It is therefore ordered by the board that the said Sum of eleven hundred 
& one pounds 2/4 be applied in discharge of the foregoing debts in following 
manner to wit 
To pay the Monies advanced by Miers Fisher 222.153 
& Joshua Gilpin & to satisfy Samuel Armors 
Judgmt & Interest 


To pay Thomas Gilpin’s debt in full 8. 
To pay Joseph Shallcross Admr. of 49.1. 
Isaac Buckinghams debt in full 

£279.16.3 
which being decucted from the whole amount of the said funds leaves a bal- 
ance of 821.6.1 


to be distributed in equal proportions between Wm. Smith & others & Vincent 


82. This is probably the William Winder who was born February 18, 1775 and 
died May 24, 1824, a lawyer and soldier from Maryland. DAB., XX, 382. 
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Gilpin which makes a dividend of sixteen shillings & twopence in the pound 
thereon as follows, leaving a small balance or fraction of 27/11 & the said 
William Smith, Miers Fisher & Vincent Gilpin are appointed a Committee 
to receive the said Monies & pay them accordingly the amount thereof will 
then leave the balances due as follows to wit. 


Amount of Money to be distributed 821.6.1 

Amount of William Smith 725.4 

16/2 in the pound thereon 586.4 

Balance will remain due to W. S. 139. 

Amount of Vincent Gilpins 289.2.8 

16/2 in the pound thereon 233.14.2 

Balance will remain due to V. G. » 55.8.6 

Whole amount to the divident 819.18.2 

Deducted from 821.6.1 
1.7.11 


and in order to secure the said balances due to William Smith, Miers Fisher, 
Benjamin Wynkoop & Joshua Gilpin & the said Vincent Gilpin it is agreed 
that the said Mortgage and the Conveyance made by the Sheriff do stand as a 
Security in their present State until the said debts be paid & in order to hasten 
the payment thereof. Joseph Shallcross and Vincent Gilpin are appointed a 
Comittee to collect the arrears of Subscriptions due in Delaware & Miers 
Fisher & Benjamin Wynkoop to collect those due in Philadelphia & those Com- 
mittees are earnestly requested to use all means in their power to make col- 
lections as speedily as possible. 


1793 May 7th. At a General Half Yearly Meeting of the Trustees of the 
Wilmington Public School present Thos. Duff, Jacob Broom & Nicholas Way. 


Agreed that the scholars passed their examination with credit to them- 
selves & their Master and gain’d applause from the audience by their exercises. 
Octr. 19th. At a general half yearly meeting of the Trustees of the Wil- 
mington publick school only three met. No business done. 


1794 May 6th. At a general half yearly meeting of the trustees only note 
that no business. 


Oct. . Ata general half yearly meeting of the trustees of the Wil- 
mington Publick school note that no business was done. 


May 1795 . Ata general half yearly meeting of the trustees of the Wil- 
mington Publick school but two trustees. Note no business done. 
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Oct. . At the general Half Yearly meeting of the trustees of the 
Wilmington Publick school none met. 


May 1796 . No trustees met. 


July 12th, 1796. A school was opened in the Wilmington Publick schoolhouse 
under the direction & Tuition of John Porter. 


[July 15th, 1796.] At a special meeting of the Trustees of the Wilmington 
Publick School the 15th. of July 1796 — John Porter having by consent 
opened a school three days since — requests the liberty of Occupy [occupying] 
the South end room below stairs — and as the building cannot be used for 
any other purpose in preference, it is ordered that said room be cleared for 
that purpose and agreeable to the order of the board of the 8th. of August 
1782® it be therefore compl’d with & that the sd. John Porter be permitted to 
continue said school under the further Direction of sd. trustees at his own 
risque as no salary can be admitted by them. 


May 4th, 1802. Ata general Half Years Meeting of the Trustees of the 
Wilmington Gramer School John Dickinson, Thomas Duff, Vincent Gilpin, 
Jos. Tatnall & Jacob Broom present. Their being a number not sufficient 
to form a coram the[y] agree to an Adjournment of sd. meeting to the elev- 
enth day of the present month. Jacob Broom & Vincent Gilpin are named 
to acquaint the Trustees in Philadelphia of said adjournment & request their 
Attendance. 


[May 11th, 1802.] Ata Meeting of the Trustees of the Wilmington School 

by adjournment from the 4th. Instant on the 11th. day of May 1802. 
Present 

Thomas Duff, Joseph Shallcross, Vincent Gilpin, Miers Fisher, John Dickin- 

son, Joseph Tatnall and Jacob Broom. 


Letters were produced Vizt. one of the 3d. Inst. from Dr. Samuel Magaw 
& one of the 10th. Inst. from Benjamin Wynkoop two of the present Trustees 
Resigning their Seats as Members of the Corporation which were read & 
accepted. 


Upon examining the list of the existing Trustees after the Resignations 
afores’d it appears that there are but nine members remaining Vizt. the seven 
now met, Dr. Wm. Smith & Dr. Wm. White both of Philadelphia, so that 
there are more than two thirds of the whole number of Trustees for the time 
being present at this board which is Compatant by the Charter to elect new 


83. This refers to the order that the ‘building shall be applied to no other use than 
that for which it was intended.” 
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Trustees to Supply Vacancies. The Board therefore desirous to give a new 
Energy to the Institution by the Election of a number of persons whose Activity 
& Zeal in promoting the Interest of Literature in this State would most prob- 
ably revive the drooping Situation of the Wilmington School proceeded to vote 
by Ballot for nine Trustees & the Ballots being taken the following Gentle- 
men appear to be duly Elected by more than four fifths of the members Present; 
vizt. Gunning Bedford, Henry Latimer, James A. Bayard, Thomas Read, 
Joshua Gilpin, Thomas Lea, Cesar A. Rodney, William Poole & Robert Ham- 
linton.™4 


The number of Trustees after this Election will Consist of eighteen to 
whom at some future meeting it is recommended to consider of the propriety 
of filling up the board. 


A Letter from Doctr. White containing his Resignation of his seat was 
read but being grounded on a motive so interesting to the Institution it is not 
accepted & he is requested to consider himself a member. 


A Letter from Joshua Gilpin® dated the first Inst. was read & the con- 
tents thereof are referred to the Consideration of the next meeting of the board 
& for that purpose it is directed to be filed among the papers of the Institution. 


84. Dr. Henry Latimer (1752-1819), a distinguished Delaware physician, had been 
& surgeon in the Continental Army. He was s member of the state legislature and 
of the U. S. House of Representatives and Senate. Biographical Directory of the 
American Oongress, 1774-1927, 1206. 


James A. Bayard (1767-1815) was born in Philadelphia but moved to Delaware 
and was claimed by this state ‘“‘as her own, second to none either in the courts or Legis- 
lative halls.” The first of his name to serve in the Senate, he was distinguished as a 
politician and a diplomat and was the close personal friend hut political rival of 
Caesar A. Rodney. Montgomery, 118, 119; DAB., II, 64. 


Thomas Read was one of the leading Presbyterian ministers of Delaware, ‘‘a sincere 
patriot . . . said to have aided Washington with his geographical knowledge of New 
Castle County in the perilous days preceding the Battle of the Brandywine.” ‘One of 


his peculiar traits of character was to speak evil of none.’’ Lincoln, 161; Montgomery, 
76. 


Thomas Lea (1757 1824), among the useful, enterprising, and wealthy men of his 
day, built the largest mill on the Brandywine. He and his father-in-law, Joseph Tatnall, 
“were of the Society of Friends, plain, straight-forward men, calculating the cost be- 
fore entering into any contract.”” Montgomery, 17, 18; Scharf, II, 786, 787. 

William Poole, a Brandywine miller and a prominent citizen, was the first president 
of the Wilmington and Brandywine Bank. Lincoln, 120, 131. 

Robert Hamilton (1756-1826), a “useful and meritorious citizen,” was one of the 
nine directors of the Wilmington and Brandywine Bank in 1810. He was “an experi- 
enced and upright” man of business, an “energetic and impartial’ magistrate, a Revo- 
lutionary soldier, and assistant burgess of Wilmington in 1784. His son, Captain John 


Hamilton, attended the Academy when William Maffit was master. Scharf, II, 736; 
Lincoln, 120; Hamilton, 91, 


85. There is a copy of a letter, dated May 1802, in his commonplace book, now in 
the possession of the Historical Society of Delaware. In this particular letter he ex- 
plained why he had purchased the school and lot, complained about its being permitted 
to decay, and suggested soliciting subscriptions to restore it to its former prosperity. 
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Vincent Gilpin & Jacob Broom are appointed a Committee to announce 
to the newly members their Election & to give notice to all the members of 
the time & place of their next Meeting. 


The Board then adjourn’d to meet again on the third day of next month, 
being the fifth day of the week (Thursday 3d. of June) at 4 o’Clock in the 
afternoon at the house of David Brinton® in the Borough of Wilmington. 


June the 3d, 1802. The Trustees met agreeable to the adjournment. Present 
Vincent Gilpin, Joseph Tatnall, Thos. Read, Henry Latimer, Jacob Broom, 
Gunning Bedford, Robt. Hamilton, Thos. Lea. 


Not having a Coppy of the Constitution and other Material Papers, & 
several neighboring Members not present — Henry Latimer was appointed to 
procure a coppy of the Constitution & Robert Hamilton to give notice to the 
absent members of the time of the next Meeting. 


Adjourned to meet at the Academy the 7th Instant. 
[June 7th, 1802.] A Meeting of the Trustees of the Wilmington Academy 
6 Mo. 7. 1802. Present Gunning Bedford, Jacob Broom, Thomas Duff, 
Joseph Tatnall, Thomas Read, Henry Latimer, Vincent Gilpin, Robert Hamil- 
ton, James A. Bayard, Cesar A. Rodney, Thomas Lea & Wm. Poole. 


Gunning Bedford was chosen chairman & Wm. Poole Secretary. 


Two Letters from Joshua Gilpin®” directed to the Board were presented, 
dated May 1st & June 2nd. & were read — whereupon the Chairman was de- 
sired to return such answers thereto as may appear to him proper, he being 
at this time acquainted with the sentiments of the Board thereupon. 


Resolved that a Comee. of 3 be appd. to investigate the state of the Title 
to the real property belonging to the institution, & report thereon to the next 
Meeting of the Board. 


The Comee. are Jas. A. Bayard, Gunning Bedford & Cesar A. Rodney. 
Resolved that a Comee. of 3 be appointed to report the most proper means 


86. The Indian King Tavern occupied the southeastern corner of Fourth and Market 
for many years, but it was David Brinton who made it famous. Scharf gives 1805 
as the date Brinton became the proprietor, but this may be incorrect because the entry 
that contains the statement “‘adjourned to meet ... at the house of David Brinton” is 
dated 1802. Brinton was one of the owners of the stages that stopped at his inn and 
his guests were many. A series of owners followed after his death, and finally in 
1883 the building was torn down. Scharf, II, 811; Lincoln, 134. 


87. This refers to the letter already mentioned in footnote 85 and to another, also in 
the possession of the Historical Society of Delaware, dated June 4, 1802, in which 
Gilpin sets forth his plan for an enlargement of the program of study. Both of these 
are discussed in the introduction. 
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for raising the necessary funds for reestablishing the institution — The Comee. 
are Jas. Byard, Thomas Read & Cesar Rodney. 


Resolved that a Comee. be appd. to read the Charter of incorporation & 
to report on any & what alterations are required by present circumstances to 
be made therein — referred to the Comee. on the Title. 


Resolved that a Comee of three be appointed to view & examine the present 
state of the buildings & Lot belonging to the institution, & to report what 
repairs & improvements should be made — together with an estimate of the 
expence of the same. 


The Comee. are Dr. Latimer, Robt. Hamilton, Jacob Broom. 


Resolved that a Comee of 3 be appointed to enquire into the State of 
the debts & funds of this institution, & report thereon at the next meeting 
of the Board. : 


The Comee. are Robt. Hamilton, Thos. Lea & Wm. Poole. 


The Board are now informed that Joseph Shallcross has resigned his 
office of Trustee of this institution, & therefore declines attending the meetings 
of the Board. 


The seal of the Corporation was at this Meeting deposited in the hand 
of the Chairman. 
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Wuute He Was IN DELAWARE, CHARLES SPRINGER CARRIED ON A VOLUM- 

tNoUS CORRESPONDENCE WITH JAMES STEEL, SECRETARY OF THE PROVIN- 

cIAL LAND OFFICE. ‘THE LETTER REPRODUCED ABOVE Is THE ONLY ONE 

oF SPRINGER’S LETTERS TO STEEL KNown TO HAVE SURVIVED. THe OriGI- 

NAL Is IN THE MANUSCRIPT COLLECTION OF THE HiIsTorICAL SOCIETY OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
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A PHOTOGRAPHIC REPRODUCTION OF A PORTION OF CHARLES CHRISTOPHER 
SPRINGER’S Two Pace Letrer to His MoTHer. THE ORIGINAL Is IN THE 
Roya ARCHIVES AT STOCKHOLM. 


Charles Christopher Springer’s 
Letter To His Mother 


COURTLAND B. AND RUTH L. SPRINGER* 


NE OF the most romantic personages connected with 
the settlement made in 1638 by the Swedes at “The 
Rocks” on the Christina River, now in the City of 
Wilmington, is the subject of this article. Novelists have 
memorialized him in fiction, lawyers and historians have 
searched the records closely for information about him, and 
presumptive heirs have built air-castles on the money they 
hoped to obtain from the property they thought he owned in 
the business section of Wilmington. Now from his own state- 
ments we learn how he arrived in New Sweden and what he 
did there. This original letter on file in the Royal Archives 
(Acta Eccles. V:186) at Stockholm is now published in Eng- 
lish with their kind permission.* A recital of the facts gleaned 
from a number of sources will supplement those in the letter 
to help give a better understanding of his life and accomplish- 
ments. 


Charles Christopher Springer was born in Stockholm, 
Sweden, in 1658, a son of Christoffer and Beata Sallina Sprin- 
ger. His father’s early occupation is not known, but in 1669, 
at the time of his death, he was the archives inspector of the 
Royal Exchequer and they lived opposite the church of Clara 
in Stockholm. 


On a summer morning in the year 1676 a boy of eighteen 
stepped from the doorway of a stone house in a northern sub- 
urb of Stockholm, turned to look into his mother’s face, and 
then, with lips resolutely set, entered the carriage which wait- 
ed at the curb. A ship bound for England was being made 
ready to sail that day, and upon her the boy was being sent to 
Johan Leyonberg, Sweden’s Minister in London, who would 


* Courtland B. Springer is a direct descendant of Charles Christopher Springer, the 
subject of this article. Mr. Springer who is now retired and lives in Upper Darby, Pa., 
has spent a great deal of time in recent years in research on the early history of the 
Springer family. 

1. Dr. Anjou in his Svenska Kirkans Hist. first called attention to this letter but he 
did not reproduce it. A further treatment of the letter will be made by Dr. Marshall 
W. S. Swan in the 1949 Yearbook of the American Swedish Historical Foundation. 
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direct the completion of his studies, particularly those in the 
English language. 


A year passed, and more. The boy, his lessons well learn- 
ed, was about to return home. In a London street one night, 
however, he was set upon by ruffians, taken on board a mer- 
chant vessel in the Thames, transported to Virginia, and there 
sold into bondage. 


To one of such sheltered life, a student by disposition and 
training, the five years which followed might well have been 
an almost intolerable experience, leaving deep scars of bitter- 
ness and hatred. Instead, a man grew to full stature. When 
the term of his servitude was over Carl Christophersson 
Springer, or Charles Springer as his name is Anglicized, made 
his way northward to the Swedish settlement of Christina on 
the Delaware River, where the record of his long life of ser- 
vice occupies an important place in the early history of the 
“First State”. 


In these days when Stockholm may be reached quite easily 
by telephone from Wilmington, it is difficult to realize that 
for a period of nearly forty years following the withdrawal 
of the Swedish colonial government in 1655 there was virtual- 
ly no communication between the settlements on the Delaware 
and the homeland. Many letters urging the sending of sup- 
plies, a minister, and all other things needed for the colony 
were sent on Dutch and English ships, but few, if any, ever 
reached Sweden. There were no replies. What tremendous 
excitement, then, prevailed when on May 23, 1693, a letter was 
received from John Thelin, Postmaster of Gothenburg, ex- 
pressing the king’s interest in the condition of the American 
settlers, and asking for news of them! 


Charles Springer translated the letter for Deputy-Gover- 
nor William Markham and was chosen to prepare the answer, 
on behalf of the entire Swedish community, “he being now 
the most suitable among them to write Swedish and to read 
Swedish writing.” Fortunately his letter, dated May 31, 1693, 
reached Sweden safely, is preserved in the Royal Archives in 
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Stockholm, and has been printed, in translation, in this coun- 
try.” For its clear picturing of the life of the community at 
that period, it is invaluable. Next day, June 1, 1693, Charles 
Springer wrote another letter, to the mother he had not seen 
since that summer morning seventeen years before. This time 
he wrote with a reasonable hope that his letter might reach 
her. We know, now, that it did. . 


As the result of his letter to John Thelin, the King in 1696 
sent missionaries as well as many of the Bibles, Catechisms, 
and Prayer books they requested. The Reverend Erick Bjork, 
the missionary assigned to Christina, found that Charles 
Springer had, in the absence of a minister, been serving for 
four years as a layreader at the Cranehook Church. When 
the new church, Holy Trinity, was being built Springer aided 
Pastor Bjork greatly in obtaining subscriptions to pay the 
expenses of building. Following the completion of the church 
in 1698 the Reverend Mr. Bjork sought to acquire additional 
land as Church or Glebe land. A large tract, occupying much 
of the present site of Wilmington, was obtained from John 
Stalcop. Before the deed was executed Stalcop died, but his 
wife, Ann, conveyed the 500 acres on May 18, 1703, to Charles 
Springer as trustee for the Church. In the later conveyance 
of many parcels of this tract by deed or long term lease, 
Charles Springer acted as trustee and Warden for the Church. 
It was undoubtedly a misconception of the administration 
of these duties which, during the past half century, led great 
numbers of individuals who announced themselves to be 
Springer heirs to claim the large tracts of Wilmington real 
estate which they contended he owned. Aside from the posi- 
tions of trust bestowed upon him by the congregation of Holy 
Trinity (Old Swedes) Church, he was also recognized by the 
civil authorities for in 1726 he was appointed a Justice of the 
Court of Common Pleas of New Castle County and the fol- 
lowing year he was commissioned a Justice of the Court of 


. 8 . 
Oyer and Terminer for the same county.* It is not known how 
2. A History of New Sweden, by Israel Acrelius, translated by William M. Reynolds, 
published by Hist. Soc. of Penna., 1874, Memoirs vol. XI, pp. 186-190. 


3. Governor's Register 1674-1851, compiled by Henry C. Conrad, pub. by Public 
Archives Comm., State of Del., 1926, pp. 10, 11. 
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long he held these high judicial positions, but it may be as- 
sumed that he continued in them until his death on May 26, 
1738, after which he was appropriately buried close to the 
church for which he labored so long and earnestly. 


With further reference to the letter to his mother it has 
been suggested that, had she been living to receive it, this very 
personal letter would probably not have gone into the Royal 
Archives. Research in Stockholm, however, made in March, 
1949, through the generous help of the American Swedish 
Historical Foundation, quite definitely establishes the date 
of her death as 1714. The interesting contents of the letter 
and its arrival at a time when all Sweden was eager for more 
word from the New World no doubt explain its preservation. 
The fact that she was a nurse to the Queen may also help ex- 
plain the presence of the letter in the Royal Archives. 


For those who would like to know the sequel to this letter, 
it will be of interest to learn that Charles and Maria Sprin- 
ger’s family grew until seven sons and another daughter had 
been added to the three little girls of whom the letter speaks. 
His wife, Maria Hendrickson Springer, died in 1727, and 
following her death Charles married Annika Justis Walraven, 
daughter of John (the Elder) and Brita Justis, and widow of 
Jonas Walraven, Charles Springer’s long-time friend and 
fellow-vestryman at Holy Trinity Church. 


In the letter to his mother Charles sends especial greet- 
ings to his brother Lorens, who was really his half-brother 
by his father’s first marriage, and about twelve years his senior. 
When the Stockholm records were searched this spring for 
the date of Beata Sallina Springer’s death, it was found that 
Lorens inherited the family home and that the house “still 
belonged to his family in 1727.” This, with other evidence 
already at hand, seems to prove that the Lawrence Springer 
who died in Bristol County, Rhode Island, before February 
24, 1701-2, was not Christopher Springer’s son Lorens, half- 
brother of Charles, as so many have believed him to be. 


The “English language, reading and writing” which 
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Charles studied in London proved very helpful to his friends 
in Christina in business transactions with their English neigh- 
bors. The letter-books of James Steel, Secretary of the Pro- 
vincial Land Office, contain copies of numerous letters written 
by Steel to his “Loving Friend, Charles Springer,” in answer 
to requests for surveys, reports of trespass, and other matters. 
Of Springer’s letters to Steel, only one is known to be now in 
existence, which is in the manuscript collection of the Histori- 
cal Society of Pennsylvania. 


TRANSLATION OF CHARLES CHRISTOPHER 
SPRINGER’S LETTER* 


Highly honored, beloved, dear Mother, 


My highly honored, dear Mother, I can now on this oc- 
casion, which I now have, thank God, not allow to pass with- 
out making known to you distinctly, dear Mother, my doings 
and life at this time. 


First of all, it is very deplorable to be so far away from 
you, my dear Mother, from brothers, relatives, and other 
family relations, and in such a far away country, and particu- 
larly as I cannot get any communication from you for all that 
I have written to you many times, except for one received in 
England. 


Furthermore, I am writing to you to let you know also 
about my coming to this country. When I was in London 
and had in mind to return to Sweden, my native land, again, 
(in London) where I had gone to school, learned the English 
language, reading and writing, and had become well versed 
in the art of arithmetic—and, as I say, was about to return 
home again, then I was kidnapped and against my will 
brought on board an English ship, and contrary to my will 
brought to America in the West Indies in Virginia; and when 
I came there, I was sold like a head of cattle which is being 
brought to market, and was thus sold at auction to work, and 


* This translation was made by Dr. Axel Johan Uppvall, chairman of the Library Com- 
mittee of the American Swedish Historical Foundation and a professor emeritus of Scan- 
dinavian languages at the University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Uppvall would like to have it 
understood that this is not a “literary” translation but a very close rendering of the letter. 
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held in the worst slavery for altogther five years). My work 
was unbearable; extraordinarily so in the daytime in the sum- 
mer; in the wintertime my work was mostly to clear land and 
to cut down the woods and to prepare for the planting of to- 
bacco and Indian corn. I have—to God be praise, honor, 
and glory—overcome it all. And when I had faithfully served 
my time, I heard accidentally that there were Swedes at Dela- 
ware River in Pennsylvania, which formerly, during the 
Swedish regime, was called Nya Sverige [New Sweden]. 
As I said, I undertook the burdensome journey of some four 
hundred miles; and when I arrived there I met there the old 
people, and there they treated me in a very friendly manner; 
and when I had been there about a year and a half, then it 
pleased God to send and vouchsafe me a most virtuous wife 
by the name of Maria Hindrichsdotter, whom I married De- 
cember 27, 1685, and with whom it has pleased God to vouch- 
safe me three children, all three of them daughters; and she is 
even now with her fourth child. May God Almighty grant 
her a good delivery. 


As regards my activities here, I wish to say that I am a 
reader in the Swedish congregation here and serve it, because 
now we have no ministers in this country, for they are all dead. 
I serve the congregation and the church by reading the Word 
of God and explaining it to the congregation on the basis of a 
Swedish Book of Homilies and the singing of hymns, and I 
have thus served the congregation going on the fourth year. 
And besides this I have two plantations which I have bought, 
and on them I live and move about, sowing all kinds of seed 
during the year. And I have also livestock for the needs of 
the people of my house, and I live, God be praised, in such 
a manner that I and mine suffer no wants. 


My highly honored Mother, dear, let me also hear from 
you... and my dear brothers, if they are alive or not, and 
how they are situated. God knows my sorrow for not having 
news from you. It would make me heartily glad—and it has 
been my highest desire before I depart this life, that I may 
hear of your good situation. 
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We here in this land have lately experienced something 
_ extraordinary, i. e., we who are Swedes. We have received 
a letter in this land from our king in Sweden to the effect that 
he, upon our communication and admonition, will send us 
ministers and Swedish books, of which there is great need; 
and they have no one among themselves besides me to write 
for the[m], which I have done.. And I ask also, my beloved, 
dear Mother, that it please you to send me wehyet [?] and 
two malnaller [?] [manuals?], and hymnals, because I have 
none besides my own. And if it please you, you may send it 
Behytet [?] to me, that is to say, first along with some dear 
person [i. e., acquaintance] to Gothenburg to the honorable, 
faithful servant and postmaster, Johan Thelin, who, no doubt, 
will send it to me by the first ship sailing. Dear mother, I 
am here very much embarrassed because of the lack of books. 


It has been my great sorrow in this land that I am so far 
from you... I cannot help it. I am sending herewith greet- 
ings to my dear brothers, and my dear brother Lorentz 
Springer, his wife and children. Greetings to all good friends 
and relatives and all who know me and my name. My dear 
wife and my children send greetings as well as [people in this 
community?], and while remaining your most obedient son 
even unto the death, I am 


Karell Christofersson Springer. 
Dated, Pennsylvania 
Delaware River 


June 1, 1693 


Dr. Cannon Stands Corrected 


A LETTER To THE EDITOR 


N ARTICLE by the late Dr. Annie Jump Cannon entitled “The 

Loockermans Manor House,” which appeared in the September 1948 
issue of Delaware History states that Dr. Jacob Loockerman had only one 
child. I feel that you might be interested to know that this is an error and 
that Dr. Loockerman actually had several children, as his will proves. I myself 
am one of his descendants. 


The will of Dr. Jacob Loockerman can be seen at Annapolis, Maryland, 
under Wills 20 Folio 109-112. I have a photostatic copy of this will and in it he 
gives the names of his children as Jacob, Jr., John, Govert, “Second Thomas” 
—-spoken of in this manner because, according to family records, Dr. Loocker- 
man had a son Thomas who was lost at sea in 1714 so he named another son 
born that same year for the dead Thomas. Dr. Loockerman also had a daugh- 
ter, Mary Loockerman, as well as a son Nicholas, who was the only one of 
that generation, so far as we know, who lived in Delaware. He made Jacob, 


Jr. executor of his will, dated July 21, 1729. 


Dr. Jacob Loockerman was married twice. First to Helena Ketin and 
second to a Dorothy. His will mentions “his dear and loving wife Dorothy” 
whom he leaves one third of his estate. We do not know by which wife he 
had the children. 


The dates of the children according to records in my possession are as 
follows: 


Jacob Loockerman, Jr., born 1678, died 1731 

Govert Loockerman, born 1681, died 1728 

John Loockerman, born 1686, died 1760 or 1761 

Nicholas Loockerman, born November 10, 1697, died 1771 

Mary Loockerman, who married first the Reverend James 
Hindman, but who was married to Francis Allen at 
the time of her father’s will 

Thomas Loockerman (1), lost at sea 1714 

Thomas Loockerman (2) born 1714. 


My cousin, Mrs. Vesta L. Bassett, of Crisfield, Maryland, is the one 
who should have the credit for knowing about the will. Her father, Charles 
A. Loockerman, was the first cousin of my grandfather, John W. Loockerman, 
and he spent much of his spare time “hunting up the family tree.’ Two very 
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interesting things I have which they are responsible for are a photographic 
copy of an old deed given by Peter Stuyvesant to Govert Loockerman in 
1664, as well as a picture of the house he built for his second wife on that 
land. The deed is framed in pear wood, said to have been taken from a pear 
tree in the garden of that estate. The house was bought by Captain Kidd 
after Dr. Jacob Loockerman came down to Maryland. The originals of 
the photographic copies I have were at one time in the J. Clarence Davies 
Collection at the Museum of the City of New York. Cousin Charles’ brother 
Richard was in New York many years and while there was lucky enough to 
get a book called “New Amsterdam and Its People” by Davies which really 
started my family hunting up the tree. Cousin Charlie died a few years 
ago but both his daughters, Mrs. Bassett and Mrs. Lois Ward, are living in 
Crisfield, Maryland. 


I have much more information concerning this famous family which had 
much to do with the history of Maryland and I am glad to say that there are 
still many sons of the Loockermans to carry on the name, contrary to Dr. 
Cannon’s statement that they had vanished from the earth over fifty years ago. 
Dr. Cannon was a great astronomer and I once had the privilege of hearing 
her speak at Wesley Collegiate Institute but evidently she was not a genea- 
ologist. 


Miss Mary R. LoocKERMAN 


Locust Grove, 


Greenwood, Delaware 


News Notes and Book Reports 


T WAS. announced that Mr. James M. Tunnell, Jr., of Georgetown, 

was to be the principal speaker at the annual meeting of the Historical 
Society on April 11, and it was disappointing that illness intervened at the 
last minute to prevent him from coming to Wilmington. His interesting 
article on “The Salt Business in Sussex County” was, however, read by Mr. 
Robert H. Richards, first vice-president of the Society, who did full justice 
to Mr. Tunnell’s theme, developed through research in old records and 
through conversations with old inhabitants and collectors of the lore of 
Sussex County. 


At this same meeting the president, Judge Richard S. Rodney, presented 
to the Society a portrait of George Gray, painted by Leopold Seyffert and 
given by him to Judge Rodney at the suggestion of Mr. Arthur B. Maris. 
The portrait was painted about a year before Judge Gray’s death in 1925 
and is considered a splendid likeness of this eminent Delawarean. 


Another portrait recently acquired by the Society is of John Lewden, 
of Christiana, by an unknown artist, and is a gift of the Pennsylvania Academy 
of the Fine Arts. It shows a prosperous-looking man with a round, impor- 
tant, rather jolly face. He holds in his hand a blade of wheat and wears a 
dark coat with a buff waistcoat and white stock and ruffle. The painting is 
not dated and has been rebacked, so no mark shows on the canvas, but on 
the frame, which seems to be the original, is a note, “Homestead Farm, Chris- 
tiana, Delaware.” The interesting Lewden family letters about trade to the 
West Indies in the manuscript collection of the Society and the family ledgers 
and account books recently donated by Colonel Howard Greene add to the 
interest in this gift. 


Other reminders of the palmy days of Christiana as a port can be found 
in the 1787 manuscript ledger purchased by the Society in February. It be- 
longed to the “H. M. and A. Company,” which may mean Hannah and 
Dixon, Solomon Maxwell, and Levi Adams, who owned wharves at Chris- 


tiana then, when merchandise went by way of this town from Philadelphia 
to Baltimore and points south. 


The well-known artist, Mr. Orville H. Peets, of Millsboro, has been 
doing some restoration of royalty lately, in cleaning the portraits of King 
Gustavus Adolphus and Queen Christina, which are copies by Victor Lager- 
strom of the original portraits in Castle Gripsholm, Sweden. ‘They were 
given to the Society by Colonel George A. Elliott some years ago and were 
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covered with a fine, thick dust. Now their colors shine forth, especially 
the scarlet cape and hat of the Lion of the North. As Queen Christina’s 
portrait had not suffered so much as her father’s and was easier to clean, she 
was forced to share an afternoon of Mr. Peets’ kind attention with Thomas 
Garrett, the abolitionist, whose portrait was also cleaned. 


Through the kind offices of Miss Jessie Harrington, whose love of Dela- 
ware silver is well known, the Society is able to display at the Old Town Hall 
a handsome silver coffee pot which belonged to Caesar Rodney. It is now 
the property of Madame Maurice Brix, of Philadelphia, at present in Switzer- 
land, who lent it to Miss Harrington for exhibit in Wilmington. It is tall 
and graceful, with an ebony handle, a domed lid, and a charming finial. On 
the side are the initials “C. R.,” interlaced and repeated in reverse to make a 
symmetrical design. The maker’s mark, “S. R.,” stands for Stephen Reeves, 
of New Jersey. 


In Madame Brix’s absence, without the manuscript proofs of its “prove- 
nance,’ an added check was secured of its authenticity. Caesar Rodney’s will 
mentions his silver coffee pot and gives the weight as fifty-three ounces Troy. 
Through the kindness of B. Kleitz and Brother Company, it was weighed, 
and the scales showed four pounds, five ounces, Troy weight, which adds up 
to fifty-three ounces exactly and establishes the identity of the coffee pot, 
thus rendering unto Caesar that which was Caesar’s. 


The “Description of the Cypress Swamps in Delaware and Maryland 
States,” originally published in The American Universal Magazine, July 10, 
1797, and reprinted in Delaware History, March, 1949, has aroused much 
interest among our readers, but no solution of the mystery of its authorship 
has yet been found. In searching for records of marriages and deaths in 
the American Watchman for 1819, Miss Ruthanna Hindes, assistant librarian 
of the Society, discovered that this article had been reprinted in part in the 
issue of that paper for August 18 under the title, ‘“Miscellaneous Selections. 
Extract from a letter from Thomas McKean, Esq., published 1797, on the 
Cypress Swamps of Delaware.” Careful examination of the next issues 
of the Watchman revealed no further reference to this article and consequent- 
ly no clue to break down the author’s anonymity; natural history items in 
succeeding issues are concerned with chalybeate springs, toads in blocks of 


marble, and sea serpents. 


Among the recent purchases of the Society is an early Wilmington im- 
print (Bonsall & Niles, 1797), the Life, Travels and Gospel Labours of Job 
Scott. This industrious Quaker, “Faithful Servant and Minister of Christ,” 
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covered Delaware from end tc end. He “suffered in silence” at Wilmington, 
had “a truly blessed opportunity in a meeting at Okesin,” attended meetings 
at “Baptis Lay’s” at Cold Spring, “Lewistown,” Three Runs, “Mother-kill,” 
“Frederico,” Dover, and Little Creek, where “‘at the close” he had to part 
with his “good friend John Berry and John Dickinson.” Other meetings 
followed at Duck Creek, White Clay Creek, and Wilmington—“all good 


open meetings.” 


An act passed by the last General Assembly and signed by Governor 
Carvel appropriates funds which, together with subscriptions previously made 
by citizens throughout the State, enables the Public Archives Commission 
to establish a state museum in Dover. This museum, which will supplement 
the work of the Historical Society and of the Zwaanendael Museum, at Lewes, 
will be housed in the Old Presbyterian Church and will be opened to the 
public, it is hoped, early next year. Exhibits in the new museum will portray 
not only the historical development of Delaware but also its present resources 
and its agricultural and industrial accomplishments. 


New PuBLICATIONS OF DELAWARE INTEREST 


Readers of the Calendar of Ridgely Family Letters will be delighted to 
see The Ridgelys of Delaware & Their Circle, What Them Befell in Colonial 
&f Federal Times: Letters, 1751-1890, edited by Mabel Lloyd Ridgely, and 
published by the Anthoesen Press, Portland, Maine, 1949. Here once again 
they may meet their old friends of the Ridgely family and its correspondents. 
Most of the letters printed here were presented in the calendar, and the re- 
liability and accuracy of that volume are demonstrated. In this new volume 
the complete letters are printed, with a running commentary, and they are 
strikingly fresh to the reader well acquainted with the calendar. To be sure 
this is only a sampling of the correspondence, but it is a generous sampling 
and includes many letters since 1810 that have not yet been calendarized. 
From the thousands of Ridgely letters the editor has selected “for the most 
part the intimate letters of parents to their children or to those entrusted with 
their education and welfare, and letters of the young people themselves: those 
that discuss manners, studies, accomplishments, and occupations; letters of 
courtship and those relating to marriage; letters describing the social scene 
of the 1790’s in Philadelphia . . . and country life at Eden Hill Farm.” 
The whole increases the reader’s eagerness to see the two concluding volumes 
of the calendar. 


Readers of the Ridgely letters will be interested in “D. M. Erskine: 
Letters from America, 1798-1799,” edited by Patricia Holbert Menk, which 
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appears in The William and Mary Quarterly for April, 1949, pages 251 to 
284. The author, David Montagu Erskine, a young Englishman, was a cousin 
of Mrs. Ann Moore Ridgely. In his letters he praises the Bonds, the Cad- 
walladers, and James A. Bayard, the elder. He also refers to the effect of 
the yellow fever epidemic of 1798 in Wilmington. 


A study which promises to be of great significance to the development 
of interest in Delaware history is described in an attractive brochure entitled, 
“New Castle, Delaware: A Report Concerning Its History & Future,” 
which was published this year. It briefly summarizes the “tides & fortunes” 
of New Castle’s history and describes a comprehensive report on that com- 
munity’s historical and architectural importance which was prepared in 1947- 
1948 by the architectural firms of Perry, Shaw and Hepburn, of Boston, and 
George E. Pope and Albert Kruse, of Wilmington. ‘This study, presented 
to the New Castle Historical Society as trustees, was sponsored by Colonel 
Daniel Moore Bates and Mrs. Louise duPont Crowninshield, and encourages 
the preservation and appreciation of the “‘streets and structures, compact and 
complete,” which make New Castle “a unique embodiment of our cherished 
past unequalled elsewhere.” 


Delaware, the Diamond State, compiled and edited by Leon deValinger, 
Jr., and published by the State Board of Agriculture, Dover, 1948, is a pro- 
fusely illustrated booklet intended to introduce the newcomer to Delaware. 
With chapters on recreation, history, education, health and welfare, agriculture, 
industry, and transportation, this work is a handy compendium of informa- 
tion on Delaware which should be useful in schools. 


The Chesapeake and Delaware Canal is a major factor in The Phila- 
delphia-Baltimore Trade Rivalry, 1780-1860, as described by James Weston 
Livingood in a book published by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission, Harrisburg, 1947. A chapter entitled “The Canal across the 
Isthmus” deals directly with the peninsula canal. 


Further information concerning the transportation history of Delaware 
is furnished by the Centennial History of The Pennsylvania Railroad Com- 
pany, 1846-1946, by George H. Burgess and Miles C. Kennedy, of the en- 
gineering firm of Coverdale & Colpitts, published by the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road Company, Philadelphia, 1949. Its thirty-second chapter, “The Penn- 
sylvania Acquires the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore,” succinctly 
describes the construction and consolidation of the railroads of the Delmarva 
Peninsula as well as the contest between the Pennsylvania and the Baltimore 
and Ohio for control of the Philadelphia-Baltimore connection. 
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A third and a more modern phase of transportation history is presented 
in A Factual Report on Delaware Highways, 1948, published by the Dela- 
ware State Highway Department in 1949 and prepared by the Traffic and 
Planning Division of that department in cooperation with the Public Roads 
Administration of the Federal Works Agency and with the assistance of the 
Bureau of Economics and Business Research of the University of Delaware. 
It includes an historical survey of Delaware’s highway system and utilizes 
some excellent charts to present its story effectively. 


In Roy F. Nichols’ The Disruption of American Democracy, the Pulitzer 
prize history for 1948, published by the Macmillan Company, New York, 
Delawareans may learn of the importance of James A. Bayard, the younger, 
in the councils of his party. This work, distinguished both by its interpre- 
tation and its detail, relates the history of the Democratic Party from the 
nomination of Buchanan in 1856 to the outbreak of the Civil War. The il- 
lustrations add to its interest. 


Descriptions of New Castle, Wilmington, and their environs are to be 
found in Gentleman’s Progress, the Itinerarium of Dr. Alexander Hamilton, 
1744, edited by Carl Bridenbaugh and published for the Institute of Early 
American History and Culture by the University of North Carolina Press, 
Chapel Hill, 1948. 


“The Organization and Procedure of the Pennsylvania Assembly, 1682- 
1776,” by Sister Joan de Lourdes Leonard, C.S. J., which appeared in the 
issues of The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography for July and 
October, 1948, is of interest to students of Delaware history because of the 
legislative union which existed between Pennsylvania and Delaware in the 
late seventeenth century. 


Several letters of Pierre Samuel duPont de Nemours to his friend, Felix 
Faulcon, a French legislator of the time of the Revolution, are printed in 
The French American Review for July-September, 1948. These letters, 
written between May 12, 1795, and October 25, 1802, are printed as “Lettres 
de duPont de Nemours a Felix Faulcon.” Some are written in France and 
some in America, but none in Delaware. The French American Review is 
a new periodical, begun in 1948, which is published by the Institut Francais 
de Washington. 


In the first number (October, 1948) of 2 new periodical, The Autograph 
Collectors’ Journal, published by the National Society of Autograph Collec- 
tors, appears an article by Joseph E. Fields on “Four Gunning Bedfords.” 
Five illustrations of Bedford autographs are also published. 
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The January, 1949, issue of The Picket Post, a publication of the Valley 
Forge Historical Society, includes two articles of interest to Delawareans: 
“Delaware Interests in Valley Forge,” by A. O. H. Grier, which tells of 
the activities of the late Colonel George A. Elliott; and “The British Expe- 
dition against Philadelphia and the Battle of Brandywine during the Cam- 
paign of 1777” by Howard DeHaven Ross, which relates incidents of the 
British occupation of Wilmington. In the March, 1949, issue is an article 
entitled “Robert Kirkwood,” by John A. Munroe. 


In view of the fact that the last issue of Delaware History presented an 
article on “Ella Middleton Tybout, Chronicler of the Delaware Scene,” by 
Robert V. Lancaster, who had written his master’s thesis at the University 
of Delaware on the works of Miss Tybout, it is interesting to note that one 
of Miss Tybout’s Poketown stories, “The Offending Eye,” represents Dela- 
ware in U. S. Stories, a regional anthology containing cne story from each 
state, compiled by Martha Foley and Abraham Rothberg, and published by 
Farrar, Straus, and Company, New York, 1949. 
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INDEX 


Aberdeenshire, Scotland, 3 

Able, Augustus A., III, 56, 155, 173 

Abolition; see Slavery 

Academies: Newark, 190; Wilming- 
ton, 181-226 

Adams, James, 117, 184, 212n 

Adams, John, 172, 205 

Adams, Levi, 236 

Adeler, Max; see Charles Heber Clark 

Admiral Halsey’s Story, by William F. 
Halsey and Joseph Bryan, III, 56 

Age of Confidence, The, by Henry 
Seidel Canby, 51 

Agriculture: 172, 239; colonial, 112, 
232; domestic animals, 80, 132; re- 
forestration, 124 

Alexander, Edwin P., 58 

Alison, Francis, 208 

Allen, Francis, 234 

roo Mary Loockerman Hindman, 

Allen, Ned B., 56 

Alrichs, Jacob, 175 

Alrichs, Peter, 175 

Alrichs, Wessell, 15, 29, 36 

American Army; see Continental 
Army 

American Bible Society, 100 


American Revolution: barracks, 182, 
195, 203; Battle of Brandywine, 187, 
21in, 241; campaigns: (1777), 106; 
southern, 175, 177; civilian evacua- 
tion, 106; Committee of Correspon- 
dence, 110; Continentals, 175, 178, 
182, 220n; deserters, 106, 107, 108; 
foreign troops, 112, 182, 183, 220; in 
fiction, 42-43; hospitals, 182, 183, 
187, 191, 192, 195; liquor ration, 106; 
militia, 56; orderly books, 177; 
plundering, 106; prisoners, 108, 183; 
Stanton encampment, 54; see also 
Continental Army; Loyalists; Mili- 
tia 

American Swedish Historical Founda- 
tion, 230, 231n 

American Universal Magazine, 123, 
126-27 

Amsterdam, Holland: American colo- 
nies, 143, 148; churches, 141; co- 
lonial loans, 143-44, 147 


— 


Amy Warren, by A. S. Logan, 48-49 
Anderson, Samuel, 95, 96 
Anderson, Enoch, 175 

Andrew, Will (Indian), 136 


Anglican Church, in Delaware: _his- 
tory, 118-19; see also Protestant 
Episcopal Church 


Angus, Samuel, 87 


Annals of Philadelphia, by John F. 
Watson, 9 


Annis, Capt., 9, 10 
Appoquinimink Creek, Del., 54 


Archaeological Society of Delaware: 
publications, 57 


Archaeology: Delaware sites, 134 
Architecture; see Houses 


Armitage, Dorcas; see Dorcas Armi- 
tage Montgomery 


Armor, Samuel (schoolmaster), 183, 
185, 186, 192, 195-97, 204, 205, 214, 
216-18, 221 


Arms and Ammunition: cartridges, 
106-7, 114-15; for Dutch colonists, 
150; gun parts, 107; War of 1812, 82 


as Delaware, 116; Maryland, 
Asher, G. M., 147-48 
Assheton, Robert, 4, 10, 11 
Astronomers: Annie Jump Cannon, 97 
Autobiography of Benjamin Rush, The, 
ed. by G. W. Corner, 173 
Autographs: collecting, 118 
Automobiles: early, 172 


Bache, Richard, 95 


Backgrounds of Selective Service, by 
Arthur Vollmer, 56 


Bacon, Herbert Marion, 119 

Bacon family, 119 

Bail, Robert, 115 

Ball, David, 204, 206, 209 

Balls, 172, 182 

Baltimore, Lord; see Calvert, Charles 
Baltimore, Md., 82, 239 

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 239 


Banks: Delaware, 66, 80-81, 1977; 
Wilmington and Brandywine, 54 


244 DELAWARE HISTORY 


Banning, John, 107 
Baptist Church: Negro preachers, 74; 
Welsh Tract, 45, 176 


Barkley, Ann Inglis, 172 
Barkley, Gilbert, 172 

Barr, Martin, 52 

Barratt, Norris S., 177 
Barratt’s Chapel, 177 
Barrett, Rose, 49 

Bartonia, by R. R. Tatnall, 124 
Bartram, John, 123 
Bassett, Richard, 176 
Bassett, Vesta L., 234-35 
Bates, Daniel M., 175, 239 
Bates, Mrs. Daniel, 116, 171 
Bayard, Andrew, 63n 


Bayard, Anna Maria; see Anna Maria 
Bayard Jay 


Bayard, Balthazar, 100 


Bayard, James A, (1767-1815), 63, 225, 
226, 239; correspondence, 176 


Bayard, James A. (1799-1880), 240 


Bayard, Judith; see Judith Bayard 
Stuyvesant 


Bayard, Margaret Van Cortlandt, 100 


Bayard, Marritze (Maria) Loocker- 
man, 100 


Bayard, Nicholas, 100 

Bayard, Samuel, 98 

Bayard, Samuel, II, 100 

Bears, in Delaware, 124, 131 
Bedford, Gunning (1742-97), 108, 240 


Bedford, Gunning (1747-1812), 176, 184, 
187, 207-9, 224, 225, 240 


“Bedfords, Four Gunning,” by Joseph 
E. Fields, 240 


Bell, Jerome B., 38 

Bellas, Henry H., 175 

“Bellevue,” New Castle Co., Del., 41 

Belt, Harriet, 45 

“Belvidera” (Br. frigate), 80, 81 

Bennett, Caleb Prew, 113 

Berlin, Md., 73, 74; Selby tavern, 74 

Bermingham, Richard, 15, 29, 36 

Berresford, Sir John P., 80, 81 

Berry, John, 238 

Berry, Peter L., 95, 96 

Beverly-Giddings, A. R.; see Giddings, 
A. R. Beverly 

Biddle, Clement C., 95 

Biggs, John, Jr., 48, 51 

Biggs, Mary, 48 


Bird, Robert Montgomery, 44, 46, 47 

Birds, 132 

Bishop, Resden, 110 

Bjork, Erick, 229 

Blackbird Creek, Del., 54 

Blanche of Brandywine, by George 
Lippard, 42 

Bloomfield, Joseph, 84, 90 

Blowing Weather, by John T. MclIn- 
tyre, 41 

Board of Health, Wilmington, 62 

Board of Trade, British, 4 

Bohemia Manor: families, 175 

Bohemian Days, by G. A. Townsend, 45 

Bombay Hook, Del.: in fiction, 49 

Bond family, 239 

Bonsal, Vincent, 237 

Booth, James, 108 : 

Borjeson, Ebba, 178 


Botanists: John Bartram, 123; Wil- 
liam M. Canby, 124; Thomas Nut- 
tall, 123 


Boundaries, Delaware, 17, 58, 175 

Bounds of Delaware, The, by Dudley 
Lunt, 58 

Bradford, Elizabeth Loockerman, 103 

Bradford, Thomas, 103 

Bradford, Thomas Budd, 103 


Brandywine Hundred, New Castle Co., 
Del., 41; cabinet making, 54 


Brandywine River: in fiction, 42, 46- 
47; Hamilton’s landing, 86; indus- 
try, 56-57 


Brandywine Village, 182; banks, 54 
Brice, Kinnard, 160 

Bridenbaugh, Carl, 240 

Bridges: 65; Christiana (1724), 26-27; 


Choptank, 69; Cooch’s, 176; see also 
Nine Bridge Town 


Bridgetown; see Millington, Md. 

Brigs; see Ships 

Brinckle, Gertrude, 65 

Bringhurst, H. R., 176 

Brinton, David, 184, 225n 

Brinton, John, 205, 207 

Brix, Mme. Maurice, 237 

Broadsides: 1724 governor’s address 
15; New Castle charter, 25-36 

See J. Romeyn: collections, 

Brooke, Henry, 11-12, 22 

Brooks, Seal T., 57 


INDEX 


Broom, Jacob: biography, 177; school 
trustee, 211-20, 222, 223, 225, 226 


Broom, James M., 55 
Browne, Ann Tilghman, 210n 
Browne, Peter A., 92, 95 
Browne, Robert, 210 

Bryan, Joseph, III, 56 
Buckingham, Isaac, 221 


Buckingham Presbyterian Church, 
Berlin, Md., 73n 


Bulletin of the Archaeological Society 
of Delaware, 57 


Burgess, George H., 239 
Burr, Aaron, 55, 214n 

Burr, Horace, 175, 176 
Burrows, William Ward, 72 
Burton, Dr., 111 

Burwell, Robert Carter, 202, 205, 207 
Bush, Charles W., 173 
Bush, Lewis P., 176 
Butcher, James, 68 

Byrnes, Caleb, 54 

Byrnes, Daniel, 54 

Byrnes, Esther Fussell, 54 
Byron, Giibert, 38 

Byron, R., 80, 81 


Cadwalader, John, 194, 195, 205 

Cadwalader, Thomas, 90-91, 94, 95 

Cadwalader family, 239 

Cahill, Mr., 116 

Cahoon, Mark, 109 

Caldwell, Andrew, 99 

Caldwell, Charles, 55 

Caldwell, James, 76 

Caldwell, Joseph, 109 

Caldwell, Robert Graham, 56, 178 

Calendar of Ridgely Family Letters, 
1742-1899, ed. by Leon deValinger, 
Jr., and Virginia Shaw, 172 

Calvert, Charles (1699-1751, fifth Lord 
Baltimore), 20-21 

Camp Bloomfield, 90, 95 

Camp Brandywine; see Camp DuPont 

Camp DuPont, 91, 93 

Camp Gaines, 93 

Campaigns of a Noncombatant, by G. 
A. Townsend, 45 

Campbell, William W., 177 

Canby, Charles, 119 

Canby, Henry Seidel, 50-51 
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Canby, William M., 124 

Cannon, Annie Jump, 97-104, 234-35 

Cannon, Betty, 70n 

Cannon, Isaac, 70n 

Cannon, Patty, 44-45 

Cannons ferry; see Woodland, Del. 

Cantwell, Edmund, 54-55, 117 

Cantwell, Richard, 105-6 

Cantwell’s Bridge; see Odessa 

Cape Henlopen, 41, 126 

Carr, Sir Robert, 150-51 

Carriages: chaise, 69, 70, 76, 77; 
sulky, 72 

Carvel, Elbert N., 238 

Cash, Jacob, Jr., 95 

Cass, Lewis, 186, 190 

Celebrations: Dover (1776), 109; 


king’s birthday, 14; New Castle 
(1724), 24-25 

Chadds Ford, Pa., 90 

Chalybeate Springs, 237 

Chancellor, William, 21 

Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, 239 

Chesapeake Bay: in fiction, 44; War 
of 1812, 82, 84 

Chester, Pa.: War of 1812, 84 

Chester County, Pa., 119 

Childs, Cephas G., 92 

Chinn, Joseph, 205, 206 

Choptank Bridge, 69 

Christ Church, Kent Co., Del., 193” 

Christiana, Del.: commerce, 236; land 
grants, opp. 226 

Christiana Creek, 26, 57 

Christina, Queen of Sweden, 236, 237 

Church Hill, Md., 64, 69; Harrington 
tavern, 68 

Churches: Anglican, 118-19, 194m; Ap- 
poquinimink, 194n; Baptist, 45, 176; 
Christ Church, 193n; Collegiants, 
140; Crane Hook, 175, 229; Del. 
during Revolution, 178; Dutch, 140- 
41, 143; Mennonists, 138, 140-41, 143; 
Methodists, 44, 116, 199; music, 232; 
Presbyterian, 118, 176, 183, 238; Pro- 
testant Episcopal, 6, 22, 182, 211n; 
Roman Catholic, 182; Society of 
Friends, 173, 190, 237; supplies, 229, 
233; Swedes (Holy Trinity), 118, 
175, 178, 228, 229, 230 

Churches of Delaware, The, by Frank 
R. Zebley, 55 


Citizen and Countryman’s Experienced 
Farrier, 117 
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Citizenship: naturalization, 152; pro- 
vincial, 34 

Civil Service, U. S., 158-59 

Civil War: Delaware Volunteers, 175, 
177 

Clark, Charles Heber (Max Adeler), 


Clark, Laura;.159-60 

Clarke, John, 110 

Clarke, Richard, 207 

Clarke, William, 207 

Claymont, Del.: in fiction, 51-52 


Clayton, Amelia Eliza; see Amelia 
Eliza Clayton Hambly 


Clayton, James L., 117 
Clayton, John M., 175, 177 
Clayton family, 176 
Cleaver, Mark M., 176 
Clemons, M. Thomas, 57 
Clemson, Eli B., 90 


Clever, Peter (of Germantown, Pa.), 
153 


“Clifton Hall,” Pa., 112 


Clocks: Chester Co., Pa., 119; Dela- 
ware, 175; makers, 45 


Clothing: beaver hats, 134-35; dowlas, 
64; ready-made, 71; red cloaks, 71 


Cloud family, 54 

Clouded Star, A, by Anne Parrish, 173 

Clow, Cheney, 177 

Coal, 107 

Cobbett, William, 174 

Cochrane, Richard, 205, 207 

Cochrane, Robert, 205, 207 

Cockburn, George, 82 

Cohill, Charles, 116 

Cold Spring, Del.: Friends, 238 

College of Philadelphia, 194n 

Collegiants, 140-41 

Collins, Thomas, 107-10 

Colonial Dames of Delaware, 116-17 

Colonies: founding of Zwaanendael, 
138ff 

Colvell, Capt., 22 

Comegys, Joseph P., 175 

Commerce: coffee, 62n; customs, 3, 5; 
dowlas, 64; goatskins, 62n; mo- 
lasses, 64; piracy, 40-41, 174; West 
Indies, 193n, 236 

pepe da of Correspondence (Dover), 

Commonwealth; see Pennsylvania; 
England; and Zwaanendael 


Communication: 70; colonial period, 
228 

Conch shells: as horn, 70n 

Confederation: American economy, 


Conoy Indians, 178 

Conrad, Henry C., 175, 176, 177 

Conscientious objectors, 149 

Constitution: federal, 119; Zwaanen- 
dael, 149 

Constitutional Convention: Delaware 
(1776), 194n 

Continental Army: blankets, 113; 
clothing, 113; equipment, 113-14; of- 
ficers, 110-11, 114; troops, 175; see 
also Arms and ammunition 

Cooch’s Bridge, 176 

Cooke, John, 110 

Cooper, Alexander B., 176, 177 $ 

Co-operative Societies; see Zwaanen- 
dael 


Coorn, Mr., 101 
Corbit, Charles, 177 
Corner, George W., 173 


Cornwallis, Charles (2nd earl, 1738- 
1805), 113 


Coryell, Henry L., 96 

Cotton mills, 187, 211n 

Courts: colonial, 14, 17, 18, 28, 34, 117, 
175; Common pleas, 34, 229; Oyer 
and Terminer, 229 


Cowan, Miss (of Phila.), 72 

Cowden, Joseph, 211, 213, 214, 217 
Cox, John, 115, 204 

Coxe, Tench, 55 

Craghead, Thomas, 202, 205 

Craig (Gray), Frederick (?), 75 
Crane Hook Church, 175, 176, 229 
Creek Landings; see Shipping 

Crime: debtors, 34; piracy, 40-41, 174; 


punishment, 30-38, 50, 56, 71, 178; 
theft, 71 


Cromwell, Oliver, 139, 141, 153 
Cromwell, Richard, 141 


Crooked Eye, by Katherine Virdin, 
41, 50 


Crow, Thomas, 119, 201, 205, 206 
Crownfield, Gertrude, 40, 41, 43 
Crowninshield, Louise duPont, 239 
Crow’s Shoals, 88, 89 

Crozier, Archibald, 57 


Currency: Dutch, 143n, 147; provin- 
cial, 12-13; specie, 80-81 


Curtis, Charles M., 178 
Custom House: Delaware, 66n 


Cypress (Cedar, Pocomoke) Swamp, 
237; illus., opp. 121; see “Descrip- 
tion (1797),” 123-37 


Dagsboro, Del., 65, 123; tavern, 76 
Dagworthy, John, Jr. (1721-84); biog- 
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raphy, 125, 129, 175, 176; revolution- . 


ary activity, 108 
Dagworthy, Mrs. John, Jr., 129 
Dagworthy, John, Sr., 126 
Dancing, 72, 73, 74, 182 
Darby, Henry, 115 
Davies, Samuel, 174 
Davis, Samuel Boyer, 81, 82 
on Jonathan, 181, 194, 197, 202. 


Debating societies, Wilmington, 182 
Debt: judgments, 34 


Declaration of Independence: 
brations, 109, 182 


Delany, Daniel, 202 


Delaware: artists, 116; colonial courts, 
175; commerce, 12, 175-78; Consti- 
tutional Convention (1776), 194n; 
governors, 1-25, 36, 178; Great Seal, 
108; histories, 120, 175-78; Irish 
settlers, 174; laws, 117; literature, 
37-53, 155-70, 241; militia, 79, 80, 84, 
87; name, 117; paper money, 12-13; 
Penn title, 4; proprietors, 8; provin- 
cial seal, 8; publications, 118-20, 
238-41; quit rents, 6; railroads, 58; 
relations with Pa., 178, 240; repre- 
sentation, 12; Revolutionary troops, 
175; royal claim, 4; State Highway 
Dept., 240; see also Clocks; Con- 
tinental Army; Education; House 
of Assembly; Legislative Council; 
Physicians; Schools 


“Delaware” (schooner), 63 
Delaware City, Del.: in fiction, 49, 156, 
159 


cele- 


Delaware, the Diamond State, by Leon 
deValinger, Jr., 239 


“Delaware Doctors,’ 175 

Delaware and Eastern Shore Adver- 
tiser (Wilmington), 186 

Delaware’s Forgotten River, by C. A. 
Weslager, 57 

Delaware Gazette (Wilmington), 171 

Delaware: A History of the First State, 
by H. Clay Reed, et al., 57 
Delaware Indians, 57 
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“Delaware Interests in Valley Forge,” 
by A. O. H. Grier, 241 


Delaware Notes, 56, 174 
Delaware Poems, by G. A. Townsend, 
44 


Delaware Railroad, 58; see also Penn- 
sylvania Railroad 


Delaware River: 1812 blockade, 80, 83, 
87; Crow’s shoals, 88, 89; Dutch 
rule, 101-2, 143; in fiction, 49 

Delaware State Archives: MS. col- 
lections, 97 

Delaware State Museum, 238 

Delaware ... Through the Years, by 
Shirley Sipple, 173 

‘Delaware under Governor Keith, 
ee by Richard S. Rodney, 
1- 

Delmar, Del., 123 

Delmarva Peninsula: railroads, 239 

Demigods, by John Biggs, Jr., 51 

Democratic party: Delaware, 240 

Denny, Mr. (of Denton, Md.), 69-70 

Denton, Md.: 64, 68; Denny tavern, 
69-70 

De Peyster, Catharine; see Catharine 
De Peyster Van Cortlandt 

deValinger, Leon, Jr., 105-15, 172, 239 

DeVries Colony (Lewes, Del.), 177 

Diary of Independence Hall, by H. D. 
Eberlein and C. V. D. Hubbard, 174 

Dickinson, John: school trustee, 174, 
176, 182, 197, 208, 206, 212, 223, 238 

Dickinson, Samuel, 202, 205, 207 

Dickinson College, 172 

Dickinson Grammar School (Carlisle, 
Pa.), 116 

Dickson (Dixon), William (7), 236 

Dill, William, 109 

Dirgin; see Horses 

Diseases: ague, 55, 172; of horse, 74- 
75; yellow fever, 62, 172, 193n 

Disruption of American Democracy by 
Roy F. Nichols, 240 

Doctors; see Diseases; Medicine; Phy- 
sicians 

Doeden, Jan (of Germantown, Pa.), 
153 


Donaldson, John, 64 

Douglass, Frederic, 46 

Dover, Del.: 65, 76,77; Bradford City, 
103; celebrations, 109; churches, 
118, 194n, 238; Committee of Corre- 
spondence, 110; courthouse (1717), 
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-6; Dover day, 118; Garden Club, 
118; Loockerman house, 97-104, 234- 
35; Loockerman Street, 99; Public 
Archives, 109-10, 120, 172, 238; 
reminiscences, 177; State Museum, 
118, 238; War of 1812, 80 


Drawyers Presbyterian Church, 176 
Dress; see Clothing 

Duane, William, 55 

Duche, Jacob, 192, 196” 

Duck Creek; see Smyrna 


Duff, Thomas, 193-97, 199, 201-4, 206, 
210, 211, 217-20, 222, 223, 225 


Duff, Thomas, Sr., 201n 
Duffield, Thomas W., 96 
DuPont, Eleuthere Irenee, 87n 
DuPont, Pierre Samuel, 240 
DuPont, Victor, 87n 

DuPont’s powder mills, 86, 87 


Dutch: on Delaware, 174; see also Hol- 
land; New Amstel; Zwaanendael 


Dutch Reformed Church, 99 


Dutch West India Company: North 
American colonies, 142-43 


“Eagle” (brig), 63 

Eastern Shore, 120 

Ebba Borjeson, by Pennock Pusey, 40 
Eberlein, Harold D., 174 

“Eden Hill” Farm, Kent Co., Del., 235 


Education: 239; colonial, 238; federal, 
238; free public schools, 175; see 
also Newark Academy; Wilmington 
Academy 


Elflora of the Susquehanna, by Caleb 
Harlan, 47-48 


“Eliza” (schooner), 62n 
Elliott, George A., 241 
Elvinger, Elma, 52 


England: Commonwealth, 141; see 
also Great Britain 


Entailed Hat, The, by G. A. Townsend, 
44-45 


Erskine, David, 238-39 
Evans, George, 192, 193, 194, 195, 197 
Evans, Nathaniel, 111 


Factual Report on Delaware Highway 
(1948), 240 


Fairs: New Castle, 34; Salisbury, Md., 
65, 71 


Farriery, 117 


HISTORY 


Fate of Marcel, by Caleb Harlan, 47-48 
Faulcon, Felix, 240 
Federal Works Agency, 240 


Federalist party: in Delaware, 69n; 
in Md., 69 


Federalsburg, Md., 64, 69; tavern, 70 

Fencing, 182 

Ferguson, James S., 92 

Ferries: Cannon, 70; Gray’s, 84; Phila- 
delphia, 86; Stalcop, 66, 77 

Ferris, Benjamin, 176 

“Fiction as a Mirror of Delaware Life,” 
by Augustus H. Able, III, 37-53 

Fielding, Mantle, 117 

Fields, Joseph E., 118, 240 

Finances: colonial, 178 

Finney, John, 15, 29, 36 

Fireflies, 119-20 

Fires: (1782), 128-29, 130; (1930), 124 

Fish: Indian fishing methods, 57; 
rods, 112; shad, 163; swamp, 136 

Fishbourne, William, 13 

Fisher, George Purnell, 176, 177 

Fisher, John, 176 

Fisher, John Francis, 21 


Fisher, Miers: school trustee, 190, 192- 
93, 196-207, 209-12, 214, 215, 217, 218, 
220-23 


Fisher, Thomas, 202 
Fisler, Jacob H., 81 
Fitzgerald, Rowland, 26 
Flora; see Trees 


Flower of the Marshlands, by Virginia 
Gregory, 49 
Floyd, James, 15 


ree honey, 131; regulations (1724), 


Forges, 22, 23, 134 


Fort artist 176; see also New Am- 
Ste 


. Christina, 39; see also Wilming- 
on 


Fort Mifflin, 79, 81 
Fourth of July: celebration, 182 
Fowl, domestic, 132 
France: commerce, : i 

100; Revolutionary tbh eae 
Franklin, Benjamin, 182 
Freeholders: of New Castle, 26-36 
Freemen; see Freeholders 
French, David, 15, 26, 27, 32, 36 


INDEX 


French, John: freeholder, 4, 5, 9, 11, 
15, 26, 27, 28, 32, 33, 36; Indian af- 
fairs, 7-8 


_ Frenchtown, Md: British attack 
(1813), 82-83 


Friends; see Society of Friends 

Friends Schooi in Wilmington, 173 

Frigates; see Ships 

Fruits: grapes, 130 

Fuel: coal, 107; peat, 128 

Fuller, Edmund, 46 

Furnishings: china, 54; chair, 54; 
1771 desk, 54 


Gaines, Edmund Pendleton, 91, 95 
Garden Club, Dover, 118 
Garrett, Thomas, 46, 237 


Geddis, Simon, 205, 207 

General Assembly, Delaware: see 
House of Assembly; Legislative 
Council 


Gentleman’s Progress, the Itinerium 
of Dr. Alexander Hamilton (1744), 
240 


Geological survey: maps, 124-25 
George I, King of England, 3 
Georgetown, Del., 65, 76 


Germantown, Pa.: courts, 152-53; 
Mennonites, 138 


Gibbs, Benjamin, 109 

Giddings, A. R. Beverly, 120 
Gill, Francis J., 120 

Gillis, Robert, 202 

Gilpin, Edward W., 176 

Gilpin, James, 201, 204 

Gilpin, Joseph, 194, 195, 201, 211 


Gilpin, Joshua, 188, 190, 210n, 220-22, 
224, 225 


Gilpin, Thomas, Jr.: property, 183n; 
school trustee, 181, 191, 194, 195, 197, 
202, 217n, 221 


Gilpin, Thomas, Sr., 217n 

Gilpin, Vincent: school trustee, 191, 
192, 194-97, 199, 200, 201, 203-7, 210- 
23, 225 

Girard, Stephen, 64n : 

Girelius (Gurilius), Lawrence: school 
trustee, 181, 191, 193-96, 199, 201, 204, 
206, 207, 209-19 

Gloucester, N. J., 111 

Golden, Robert H., 118 

Gookin, Charles, 1-4, 23 

Gordon, Coe, 109 
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Gordon, John, 78 
Gordon, John, Duke of Sutherland, 1 


Gordon, Patrick: correspondence, 21; 
duel, 21; governor, 8, 18. 19, 20 


Gordon, Robert, 15, 26, 28, 29, 32, 36 
Gothenburg, Sweden, 228 

Gouldney, Henry, 12 

Gouverneur, Abram, 104 
souverneuts Mary Leisler Milbourne, 


Governors, Delaware: relations with 
assembly, 1-2; see also Charles 
Gookin, William Keith 


Graeff, Arthur D., 174 

“Graeme Park,” Pa., 24 

Grafton, Richard, 15, 26, 28, 32, 36 
Granaries, Maryland, 68n 

Grapes, 130 

a of Canaan, by Elma Elvinger, 


Gray, George, 177, 236 

Gray’s ferry, 84 

Great Britain: colonial policies, 4, 
111, 174; political parties, 3; power 
of crown, 4, 6, 8, 13, 19; Scottish 
plot, 3; see also Board of Trade; 
Stamp Act; Tea Act; War of 1812 


Gregg’s farm, Christiana Hd., Del., 91 
Greene, Howard, 236 

Greensboro, Md., 64, 69; tavern, 69 
Gregory, Virginia, 49 

Grier, A. O. H., 241 

Griffin, Richard, 38 

Grubb, Ignatius C., 175 

Sapee Adolphus, King of Sweden, 


Hall, John, 119 

Hall, Willard, 175 

Halsey, William F., 56 

Hambly, Amelia Eliza Clayton, 117 
Hambly, Thomas Carson, 117 


Hamburgh Island, Red Lion Creek, 
Del., 27 


Hamilton, Alexander, 240 
Hamilton, John, 224n 
Hamilton, Robert, 225, 226 


Hancen (Hamen), Anthony, alias 
Haverla, 152 


Hancock, Harold G., 178 
Hancock, John, 111 
Hannah, John (?), 236 
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Happy Retreat Tavern, 214n 

Harder, Leland, 138-54 

Harlan, Caleb, 47 

Harrington, Jessie, 237 

Harrington tavern, Church Hill, Md., 
68 


Haslet, Joseph, 42, 81 

Hatfield, Cornelius, 113 

Haughey, Robert, 106 

Havre-de-grace, Md.: attack (1813), 
82-83 


Hawkins, Dorothy L., 117 
Hawks of Hawk Hollow, by R. M. Bird, 
46 


Hayes, Manlove, 175 

Health, Board of, 62 

“Helen McTrever,” 42 
Hemphill, Elizabeth Allison, 61 


Hemphill, James: portrait, opp. 61; 
writings, 61-78, 177 


Hemphill, John, 64, 66, 78 
Hemphill, William, 61 
Henderson, William (of Pa.), 22 


Hendrickson, Maria; see Maria Hen- 
drickson Springer 


Henlopen; see Cape Henlopen 

Henry, Catherine, 55 

Henry, Francis, 152 

Hepburn, Henry F., 176 

Hermann, Augustine, 97-98 

Hickson (Hixon, Hiscon), Mr., 112 

Hides: goat, 62n; horse, 75 

Higgins, Anthony, 124, 176, 177 

Higgins, John, 177 

Hindes, Ruthanna, 65, 237 

Hindman, James, 234 

Historical Society of Delaware: annual 
meeting, 37, 236; MS. collections, 
54-55, 104-15, 117, 183n, 190-226, 236; 
museum, 54, 236; Old Town Hall, 
171; publications, 61, 175-78 


Historical Society of Pennsylvania: 
MS. collections, opp. 226, 231 

Hobson, William S., 92 

Bee ea Del.: in fiction, 48; Friends, 


Holland: churches, 138, 140-41; colo- 
nies, 23, 39, 138-54, 175; loans, 143- 
44; poets, 145; war with England 
(1663), 138 

Holland, Francis, 205, 207 

Holland, Rupert S., 41 
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Holt, Ryves, 177 

Holy Trinity; see Old Swedes Church 

Horekill; see Zwaanendael 

Horses: care, 117; dirgin, 72; diseases, 
74-75; in war, 83 

Horsey, William, 55 

“Horsham,” Pa., 22, 23 


Hotels, Inns, and Taverns: 65; beds, 
69, 70; Cantwell’s Bridge tavern, 67° 
Brinton tavern, 184; cleanliness, 68, 
69; Dagsboro, 76; dancing, 72; Den- 
ny tavern, 69; Federalsburg, 70; 
fighting, 72; food, 70; Greensbor- 
ough, 69; Happy Retreat, 214n; 
Harrington (Md.), 68; Indian King, 
225n; innkeepers, 184; intoxication, 
72; Jacobs tavern, 70; O’F linn tav- 
ern, 184; Robinson tavern, 72; Salis- 
bury tavern, 72; Selby tavern, 74; 
Sign of the Ship, 214n; Smyrna 
tavern, 76; Trap tavern, 75 ‘ 

House of Assembly, Del.: membership, 
12, 14, 197n; provincial, 1, 5, 6, 9, 
11, 17, 19, 20, 35 

Houses: “Bellevue,” 41; “Clifton Hall,” 
112; broad shingle type, 123; Dutch, 
102; “Eden Hill,” 235; in fiction, 
164; governors, 23; “Graeme Park,” 
24; “Horsham,” 22, 23; ‘“Keiths- 
borough,” 23; Lodge, 54; Loocker- 
man, 1024; “Philipsburg,” 98; 
“Shrewsberry,” 54; window glazing, 
200; see also Furnishings 


Houston, Anthony, 15, 28, 32, 36 
Houston, John W., 175 

Howe, Sir William (1729-1814), 106 
Hubbard, Cortland Van Dyke, 174 
Hudson, Mr. (stage driver), 76 
Hudson, Henry, 101-2 

Hudson River: trace, 101 

pea (Humphreys), Thomas, 95, 


Hunter, Charles W., 90 
Hyatt, John, 113 
Hynson, George, 38 


I am Thinking of My Darling, by Vin- 
cent McHugh, 49 

Illustrations: | Cypress swamp, opp. 
121; Miers Fisher, opp. 181; Joshua 
Gilpin, opp. 187; Hemphill map of 
Md. and Del., opp. 66; James Hemp- 
hill, opp. 61; Sir William Keith, Opp. 
1; Loockerman house, opp. 97; 
Springer MSS., opp. 226, 227 $ 


INDEX 


Immanuel Church (New Castle, Del.), 
bell, 22-23; in fiction, 163; rectors, 
6, 213n 


Imprints: Delaware, 15, 117, 237 
In Buff and Blue, by G. B. Rodney, 42 


In Castle and Colony, by Emma Ray- 
ner, 40 


Indentured servants: in fiction, 43; 
in New Netherlands, 142; kidnap- 
ping, 228, 231 

Indian King Tavern, 225n 

Indian River, 41, 123, 126; see also 
Cypress Swamp 


Indians: anthropology, 57; Conoys, 
178; Delawares, 57; Dutch relations, 
98, 150-51; in fiction, 47; fishing, 57; 
horses, 117; migrations, 173; Nanti- 
cokes, 173, 178; relations with Pa., 
174; religion, 136-37; remains, 136; 
Slaves, 22; treaties, 7 


Industries, 239; see also Clocks; Iron 
Industry; Mills; Tanneries; Trades 


Ingersoll, Joseph R., 95 

Inglis, Ann; see Ann Inglis Barkley 

Inglis, Catherine McCall, 172 

Inglis, Charles, 111-12 

Inglis, John (of Phila.), 172 

Inglis, Mary, 172 

aactb fireflies, 119-20; Indians’ use, 

Instructors; see Schoolmasters 

Intoxication, 72, 76-77 

Irish: in Delaware, 174; in fiction, 52 

Iron industry: 107; furnace, 22, 23; 
forge, 23, 134 

Iron Hill (“Keithsborough”), 23; in 
fiction, 42; Indian fort, 57; War of 
1812, 90 


Irons, Thomas, 38 

Irvine, William N., 91, 92 

Irving, Washington, 39 

Israel, Samuel, 92 

Issue, The, by George Morgan, 46 
Italians: in Del. fiction, 52 


Jackson, Andrew, 55 

Jackson, George, 119 

Jacobs, Mr. (of Laurel, Md.), 70 
Jacobson, Marcus (Long Finn), 40 
James II, King of England, 3, 151 
James, Arthur E., 119 

James, William, 202, 204 
Jamestown, Va., 176 
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Jans, Marritze; see Marritze Jans 
Tymeus Loockerman 


Janvier, Thomas, 15, 26, 28, 32, 36 

Jay, Anna Maria Bayard, 100, 104 

Jay, Augustin, 100 

Jay, John, 100 

Jefferies, G., 117 

Jefferson, Thomas, 55, 214n 

Jews: in Del. fiction, 52 

John Martin, Jr., a Story of the Iron 
Mask, by B. J. Willis, 40 

Jones, Frank Morton, opp. 121-25 

Jones, Jacob, 172, 176 

Jones, John, 194 

Jones, Theophilus K., 177 

Johnson, Cornelis, 152 

Johnston, Joshua, 116 

Justaffson, Andrew, opp. 226 

Justis, Brita (Mrs. John), 230 

Justis, John, 230 


Kean, Thomas, 193n 

Keene, Reynold, 196, 202, 206, 215, 220 

Keim, Daniel D. B., 95, 96 

Keimer, Samuel, 15, 117 

Keith, Charles P., 10, 21 

Keith, Lady Ann (Mrs. William), 14, 
22, 24-25 

Keith, Sir William: biography, 2-3; 
character, 23-24; death, 23; duel, 21; 
finances, 19; governor, 1-25, 36; 
“Keithsborough,” 23; policies, 7, 8, 
11, 16, 17; portrait, opp. 1; removal, 
20, 23; slave, 22 


“Keithsborough,” 23 

Kennard, George, 64n, 67, 69, 78” 
Kennard, Providence Lane, 67 
Kennedy, Miles C., 239 

Kennett Square, Pa., 90 

Kent, John, 15, 29 


Kent County, Del.: Officials, 2, 6; 
courts, 117; in fiction, 49 

Kent County, Md., North Elk Parish, 
21ln 


Kentmere, Del., 217n 


Ketin, Helena; see Helena Ketin 
Loockerman 


Kidd, William, 41, 235 
Kierstede, Hans, 99-100 


Kierstede, Jannetie Loockerman, 99- 
100 


Killen, Mrs. William, 111 
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King, Josias, 205, 207 

King of Thomand, by Martin Barr, 52 

King’s Pardon, by Gertrude Crown- 
field, 41 

Kinkead, James, 119 

Kinsman, F. J., 177 

Kiphaven, John, 152 

Kirk, Ellen, 49 

Kirkwood, Robert, 177, 241 

Knickerbockers’ History, by Washing- 
ton Irving, 39 

Knowles, John, 207 

Koningsmarke, by James K. Paulding, 
39 


Konkle, Burton A., 178 
Kort Verhael van Niew Nederlants, by 
P. C. Plockhoy, 139 


Kruse, Albert, 239 
Kuhn, Justis Engelhardt, 116 


Labor: indentured servants, 43, 228, 
231-32; wages, 158 

Lafayette, Marie-Paul, Marquis de, 214n 

Lagerstrom, Victor, 236 

Laird, James, 186 

Lancaster, Pa., 66 

Lancaster, Robert V., 155-70, 241 


Lane, Providence; see Providence 
Lane Kennard 


Langhorne, Jeremiah, 18 

Larrimore, Lida, 49 

Lars, by Bayard Taylor, 48 

Latimer, George, 108 

Latimer, Henry, 225, 226 

Laurel, Del., 64, 125; Jacobs tavern, 70 


Lauzun, Armand-Louis, Duc de: 
troops, 200, 203; Wilmington camp, 
183 


Lawrence, Byron, 185 

Laws of Delaware, 117 

Lea, James, 190-91, 194-96, 198, 200, 
210, 220, 224, 226 

Lea, Thomas, 225, 226 

Lecky (Lacky), John, 100 

Lee, Henry, Jr., 113 

Legends; see Fiction, Delaware 


Legislative Council, Delaware: min- 
utes, 1, 175; see also Pennsylvania, 
provincial government 

Leisler, Elsye Tymeus, 100-1 

Leisler, Jacob, 98, 101-2 
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Leisler, Mary; see Mary Leisler Mil- 
bourne Gouverneur 


Leonard, Frederick, 87 

Leveson-Gower, George (first Duke of 
Sutherland, 1758-1833), 1 

Lewden, John, 236 

Lewes, Del.: courthouse, 6; customs 
collector, 11; DeVries colony, 177; 
pilots’ colony,41; Plockhoy lot, 152; 
War of 1812, 80-82, 176; Zwaanen- 
dael Museum, 238 

Lewis, E. Miriam, 181-226 

Leyonberg, Johan, 227 

Library of Congress: Delaware MSS., 
1937” 

Lighthouses: Henlopen, 41 ° 

Lily Iron, by Mary Biggs, 48 

Linnard, James, 92 

Lippard, George, 42 2 

Liquor: intoxication, 72, 76-77; sales, 
35; troops’ ration, 106 

Literacy: among colonial Swedes, 233 

Little John of J., by George Morgan, 
42-43 


Littler, John, 201 

Livingood, James Weston, 239 

Livingston, William, 111 

Lloyd, James, 29 

Lodge family, 54 

Lofiand, John, 42, 44, 46-47 

Logan, Algernon Sydney, 48-49 

Logan, James: Sec. of Province, 6-8, 
12, 15-18, 20; writings, 11, 23-24 

Long, John, 677 

Long Finn (Marcus Jacobson), 40 

Loockerman, Annehern; see Anne- 
hern Loockerman Van Cortlandt 

Loockerman, Charles, 234 

Loockerman, Dorothy, 234 

Loockerman, Elizabeth; see Elizabeth 
Loockerman Bradford 

soockerinan Govert, 97-101, 103-4, 234- 


Loockerman, Helena Ketin, 99, 234 
Loockerman, Jacob, 99, 100-4, 234-35 
Loockerman, Jacob, Jr., 234 


Loockerman, Jannetie; see Jannetie 
Loockerman Kierstede 


Loockerman, John, 234 
Loockerman, John W., 234 


Loockerman, Marritze (Maria): 
Marritze Loockerman Bogan, ae 


INDEX 


Loockerman, Marritze Jans Tymeus, 
100-1 


Loockerman, Mary; see Mary Loock- 
erman Hindman Allen 


Loockerman, Mary R., 234-35 
Loockerman, Nicholas, 99, 102-4, 234 
Loockerman, Nicholas, II, 104 
Loockerman, Richard, 235 
Loockerman, Thomas, 234 
Loockerman, Vincent, 103-4 
Loockerman family, 97-104, 234-35 
Lore, Charles B., 176-77 
Louis Philippe, King of France, 214n 
Lowber (Lowbar), Peter, 109 
Lowman, Samuel, 15, 26, 28, 32, 36 
Loyalists: 172, 178, 192n, 196n, 220n; 
to Nova Scotia, 11ln 
Ludquhairn, Aberdeenshire, Scotland, 
3 


Luker, Mr., 114 

Lumbering: cypress logs, 124 

Lunt, Dudley, 58 

Lusters, by Anne and Dillwyn Parrish, 
51 


Lynam, David, 205, 207 
Lynd, James, 42 


Macdonough, (The Trap), 76, 77 
Macdonough, Rodney, 175, 177 
Macdonough, Thomas, 115, 175, 177 


Macpherson, Margaret (Mrs. William), 
202 


Macpherson, William, 202 
Macpherson’s Blues (Militia), 83 


McCall, Catherine; see Catherine Mc- 
Call Inglis 


McClintock, John, 186, 213 
McComb, Eleazer, 62 
McCorkell; see McOrkell 
McCulloh, Robert P., 79 
McCullough, James, 777 
McDermott, Frank A., 119-20 
McGarmant, Robert, 107 
McHugh, Vincent, 49 
McIntyre, John T., 41 


McKean, Thomas: correspondence, 
108, 110, 112-13, 125-37, 237; trustee, 
181 


McKennan, William, 113 
McKinly, John, 106 
McLane, Allen, 108 
McLane, Louis, 55 
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sl (McCorkell), James, 201, 204, 


Maffit, John, 186 

Maffit, William, 186, 216, 217, 219, 224n 

Magaw, Samuel (1735-1812), 194, 195, 
203, 223 


Magazines; see Periodicals 
Mallery, C. P., 175 
Manlove, Matthew, 109 
Manlove, Tredwell, 109 


Manufactures; see Industries; Iron; 
Mills 


Maps: Broom (1777), 211m; Delaware 
and Maryland, by Hemphill (1802), 
opp. 66; Delaware, by P. C. Varle, 
opp. 66; Delaware, 123 

Marcus Hook, Pa.: War of 1812, 94, 96 

Marim, John, 109 

Marine, William M., 176 

Maris, Arthur B., 236 

Market: provincial, 15 

Markham, J., 117 

Markham, William, 228 

Marriage: customs, 238 

Marshall, George W., 175, 176 

Maryland: artists, 116; land claims, 8; 


revolutionary troops, 68n; schools, 
211n; silversmiths, 116; taverns, 
68-70 


Mason, George, 45 

Maurice, Theodore, 194 

Maxwell, David, 109 

Maxwell, Nimrod, 78 

Maxwell, Solomon, 236 

May, Thomas, 197, 199, 201-2, 204-6, 
210-16, 219 

Medicine: colonial, 127; vaccination, 
55; see also Diseases; Physicians 

Meers, Nicholas, 15, 29 

Memoirs of Mary Parker Welch, 1818- 
1912, by George Theodore Welch, 57 

Mendinhall, Thomas, 55 

Menk, Patricia H., 238-39 

Mennonites, 138, 140-41, 143, 149-50, 152 

Messenger, R. W., 45 

Methodist Church: Barratt’s Chapel, 
177; bishop, 116; evangelism, 67; 
religious meetings (1782), 199 

Mickley, J. J., 175 

Middletown, Del.: churches, 194n; 
revolutionary war, 105 


Middleworth (Middleswarth), 
Ner[emiah?], 96 
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Midsummer Madness, by Ellen Kirk, 
49 


Mifflin, Benjamin, 65 

Miffiin, J. H., 117 

Mifflin, John R., 92 

Mifflin, Thomas, 193, 196, 203 

Mifflin, Warner, 627 

Milbourne, Jacob, 102, 104 

Milbourne, Mary Leisler; see Mary 
Leisler Milbourne Gouverneur 

Milford, Del., 65, 76 


Militia, Delaware: code, 56; manual 
of arms, 89; musters, 115; Revolu 
tionary, 105-15 

Mill Creek Hundred, New Castle Co., 
Del.: in fiction, 48 

Miller, David, 15, 29, 36 

Miller, Edward, 55 

Miller, Joseph, 62 

Milligan, John, 55 

Milligan family, 117 

Millington (Bridgetown), Md., 64, 67 

Mills: Brandywine, 85, 197n; cotton, 
187, 211n; in fiction, 163; grist, 23, 
54, 192n, 197n; paper, 191n, 217n; 
powder, 86; Prideux, 73n; Red Clay 
Creek, 54; Tatnall, 1972; Wilming- 
ton, 192n 

Mimuit, Fithian, 45 

Minquas Indians: fort, 57 

Minuit, Peter, 175 

Mirage of Promise, by Harriet Belt, 
45 


Mirror of the Times (Wilmington), 63 
65 


Mitchell, Samuel, 55 
Mitchell, William, 81, 96 
Moliere, Henry, Jr., 89 
Montgomery, Dorcas Armitage, 112 
Montgomery, Elizabeth, 43 
Montgomery, Joseph, 174 
Montgomery, Robert, 112 
Moore, John, 64, 66, 71, 73-78 
Moore, Sally, 74 

Moore, Mrs. Sarah, 64n 
Moore, Stephen, 70n 
Moore’s Pond, opp. 121, 125 


Moreau de St. Mery, Mederic-Louis, 
Tin 


Morgan, George, 42-43, 46 
“Morning, or Catherine Willard, the 
Patriot,” by James Lynd, 42 


Moulston, Alexander, 152 

Mount Bull, Md., 90 

Mulberry Square, by Lida Larrimore, 
49 


Munroe, John A., 61-78, 174, 241 

Mural for a Latter Day, by Katherine 
Pawle, 40 

Murdoch, Patrick (schoolmaster), 183, 
186, 198-200, 204-5, 213-14, 216 

Murray, Joseph, 92, 96 

Murray, Charles E., 176 

Museums: City of New York, 235; 
Delaware State Museum, 238; His- 
torical Society of Delaware, 54, 236 

Myers, Henry, 96 


Naglee, John, 96 

Nanticoke Indians, 173, 178 

Nanticoke Indians: A Refugee Tribal 
Group of Pennsylvania, by C. A. 
Weslager, 173 

Nanticoke River, 123 

Naturalization, of citizens, 152 


Negroes: crime, 71; in fiction, 49, 60- 
61, 64-67, 159; literature, 52; posi- 
tion, 137; preachers, 74; State Col- 
lege, 99, 103; see also Slavery 


New Amstel, 45, 150-51; see also New 
Castle 

New Amsterdam: Dutch settlers, 97- 
104; politics, 101; relations with 
English, 98; traders, 98; see also 
New Netherlands 


New Amsterdam and Its People, by J. 
Clarence Davies, 235 


New Castle, Del.: banks, 80-81; boun- 
daries, 26-27; charter (1724), 14, 16- 
18, 25-36; city hall, 35; common 
council, 29-30; courthouse, 35, 120; 
custom house, 66n; description 
(1744), 240; elections, 31, 35-36; in 
fiction, 41, 49, 50, 156, 163; history, 
239; Immanuel Church, 6, 22, 23, 
213n; incorporation, 24-26; jail, 33; 
market, 28, 31, 35; militia, 105; of- 
ficials, 20, 27-36; provincial govern- 
ment, 2, 4, 5, 6, 14, 20; seal, 8, 14; 
Strand, 41, 54.55; War of 1812, 80, 
83, 85, 87, 92, 93; see also New 
Amstel 


pas Castle and Frenchtown Railroad, 


New Castle County: boundaries, 17 
New Castle Historical Society, 239 
New Jersey: genealogy, 119 


INDEX 


New Netherlands: history, 139; Dutch 
rule, 142-43, 150-51; see also New 
Amsterdam 

New Sweden, 39, 40; see also William 
Usselinx 

New York City, N. Y.: colonial rec- 
ords, 146; museum, 235 

Newark Academy, Del.: history, 172, 
190, 2087; minutes, 118 


Newspapers: Delaware and Eastern | 


Shore Advertiser (Wilmington), 
186; Delaware Gazette (Wilming- 
ton), 171; Mirror of the Times 
(Wilmington), 63, 187 

Nichols, Roy F., 240 

Nick of the Woods, by R. M. Bird, 47 

Niles, Hezekiah, 201n, 237 

Niles, Samuel, 201n, 202, 204 

Nine Bridge Town, Md., 68-69 


No Day of Triumph, by J. Saunders 
Redding, 52 


Nova Scotia, 2-3, 1l1n 

Noxon, Benjamin, 202, 205, 206 
Noxon, James, 202, 205, 207 
Nuttall, Thomas, 123, 124 


Oak Hill, New Castle Co., 86 
O’Callaghan, E. B., 146 


Odessa (Cantwell’s Bridge), 54, 64, 65, 
77; in fiction, 160-61; tavern, 67, 76 


O’Flinn, Patrick, 184, 214 
Ogden, David (of N. J.), 111 


Old Swedes (Holy Trinity) Church, 
118, 175, 178, 191n, 229, 230 


Oldenbergh (Oldenburgh), Daniel, 96 

Omwake, H. Geiger, 57 

One Little Man, by Christopher L. 
Ward, 50-51 

Out of the Hurly-Burly, by Max Ade- 
ler, 40-50 


Page, Evelyn, 174 

Paper mills, 191n, 217n 

Parke, John, 110 

Parke, Mrs. Thomas, 111 

Parker, Miss, 72 

Parrish, Anne; see Anne Parrish Tit- 
zell 

Parrish, Dillwyn, 51 

Parrish, Mrs. Thomas C., 54 

Patten, John, 62 

Patterson, Robert, 182, 185 
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Patterson, Samuel, 105 
Pattison, Archibald, 197, 201-2, 204-6, 
PAI 


Pattison, Robert E., 176 

Patty Cannon Administers Justice, by 
R. W. Messenger, 45 

Paulding, James Kirk, 39 

Pawle, Katherine, 40 

Paxson, Samuel, 96 

Peets, Orville H., 236 

Pemberton, Joseph, 193 

Penn, Hannah, 3, 14-16 

Penn, John, 11, 18, 21, 181, 194n 

Penn, Thomas, 181, 194n 

Penn, William, 3, 8, 9, 175 

Penn, William, Jr., 9, 10 

Penn-Baltimore controversy, 6 

Pennewill, James, 176-77 

Pennsylvania: churches, 197n; In- 
dians, 174; loyalists, 196; militia, 
194n; paper money, 12-13; proprie- 
tors, 3, 7, 9, 13, 15-16, 19; provincial 
government, 3-6, 8, 9, 16, 20, 175, 
240; relations with Delaware, 178, 
240; troops, 79, 89-96 

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine 
Arts, 236 

Pennsylvania History, 174 

Pennsylvania Loan Office, 13 

Pennsylvania Railroad, The, by Edwin 
P. Alexander, 58 

Pennsylvania Railroad Company, Cen- 
tennial History, 1846-1946, by G. 
H. Burgess and M. C. Kennedy, 239 

Perennial Bachelor, by Anne Parrish, 


Periodicals: American Universal Maga- 
zine, 123, 126-27; Bulletin, Archaeo- 
logical Society of Delaware, 57; 
French-American Review, 240; see 
also Newspapers 

Perry, Oliver Hazard, 214n 

Peters, Hugh, 138 

Peters, Richard, 194 

Peters, Thomas R., 92 

Petitions to the Crown: Delaware, 1 

Philadelphia: Academy of Fine Arts, 
236; Academy of Natural Sciences, 
123-24; College, 194n; courthouse, 
4; ferry, 86; Independence Hall, 
174; merchants, 82; militia, 81, 
83.85; printers, 79, 117; shipping, 
79-80; social life (1790s), 238; War 
of 1812, 93-94; yellow fever epi- 
demic (1802), 62 
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Philadelphia-Baltimore Trade Rivalry, 
1780-1860, by James Weston Livin- 
good, 239 

Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Wilming- 
ton Railroad; see Pennsylvania 
Railroad 

Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Balti- 
more Railroad; see Pennsylvania 
Railroad 

“Philipsburg,” N. Y., 98 

Philipse (Phillipse), Catharine Van 
Cortlandt, 100 

Philipse (Phillipse), Fred, 98, 100 

Phoebe, by E. B. Walling, 48 

Physicians: 175; Dr. Martin Barr, 52; 
Dr. Burton, 111; Dr. Charles Cald- 
well, 55; Dr. James L. Clayton, 117; 
Dr. William Horsey, 55; Dr. Hans 
Kierstede, 99-100; Dr. Jacob Loock- 
erman, 99; Dr. Edward Miller, 55; 
Dr. Benjamin Rush, 55, 173, 182; 
Dr. William Shippen, Jr., 192; Dr. 
Robert Smith, 181; Dr. Nicholas 
Way, 184 

Pietterson, Mattias, opp. 226 

Pinkney (Pinckney), William, 55 

Pirates of the Delaware, by Rupert S. 
Holland, 41 

Pleasants, J. Hall, 116 

Pleasants, Thomas F., 96 

Plockhoy, Mrs. Pieter, 138, 152-53 

Plockhoy, Pieter Cornelis: biography, 
140-42, 152; colony, 138, 148-49, 150- 
51; property, 152; writings, 139, 
145-46, 153-54 

“Plockhoy and his Settlement at 
Zwaanendael, 1663,” by Leland 
Harder, 138-54 

Pocomoke River, 123, 124, 126 

“Poictiers” (Br. ship), 80 

Poketown People, by E. M. Tybout, 
156, 160-67 

Politics: ante bellum, 240; Federal- 
ists, 69 

Polk, William, 114 

Polktown, Del., 160; see also Poke 
town 

Ponds; see Moore’s Pond 

Poole, William, 190, 224-26 

Poor: care, 142; overseers, 14, 27, 
29, 31-32; see also Zwaanendael 

Pope, George E., 239 

Port Penn, Del., 93 

Porter, John, 186, 223 


Ports: see New Castle, Wilmington 
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Potts, Samuel, 207 

Potts, Thomas, 205 

Powburn family, 2 

Powder mills, 86 

Powell, John H., 56 

Presbyterian Church: Dover, 118, 238; 
Drawyers, 176; Wilmington, 183, 
1997 

Pretender, British, 3 

Prevost, Andrew M., 91, 95 

Price, Edward A., 175 

Prices (1802), 647 

Prideaux, Joshua, 73 

Primogeniture, 10 

Principio Iron Works, 22 

Printers: James Adams, 212n; Bonsal 
and Niles, 237; Samuel Keimer, 15 

Printz, Armgart, 40 

Printz Hall, 39 


Proprietary grants, 36; see Delaware; 
Pennsylvania 

Protestant Episcopal Church: bishops, 
197n; St. Anne’s, 194n; Wilming- 
ton, 1997 


ar Lady, by Gertrude Crownfield, 


Provincial Council;see Pennsylvania 


Public Archives Commission: MSS., 
109-10; museum, 118, 238; publica- 
tions, 120, 172 


Publications of Delaware Interest, 
54-58, 172-74 


Purcell, Richard J., 174 
Purnall, William, 68 

Pusey, Pennock, 40, 175-76, 178 
Pyle, Howard, 41, 45, 124 


Quakers; see Society of Friends 


Quarantine: in yellow fever epidemi 
(1802), 62 “ 3 


Quenouault, Peter, 113 
Quit Rents, 6, 7 


Raguet, Condy, 92, 95 

Railroads: Baltimore and Ohio, 239; 
Delaware, 58; New Castle and 
Frenchtown, 58; Pennsylvania, 239; 
Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Bal- 
timore, 239 

Ralston, Robert, 64n, 66n, 78n 

Randolph, John, 172 


Raub, Albert Newton, 174 


INDEX 


Rawle, Capt., 95, 96 
Rawle, Francis, 117 
Rawle, William, Jr., 24 
Rawlins, John, 96 
Rayner, Emma, 40 
Read, George: schools, 174, 191-95, 
206, 210-12, 214 
Read, Thomas, 224-26 
Read, William, 15 
Reade, Charles, 43-44 
Reading, Philip, 194 


Records, Delaware: colonial, 178; 
military, 178 

Red Clay Creek: American Revolu- 
tion, 106; in fiction, 48; mill, 54 

Red Hannah, Delaware’s Whipping 
Post, by R. G. Caldwell, 56 


Red Lion Inn: 64-66, 76-77, 108; in 
fiction, 162 


Redding, J. Saunders, 52 
Reed, Emily, 40 

Reed, Henry, 96 

Reed, Henry Clay, 57 
Reed, Marion Bjornson, 57 
Rees, John, 15, 29 

Reese, Charles L., Jr., 178 


Religion: evangelical, 65, 67; see also 
Churches 


Reminiscences of Wilmington, by 
Elizabeth Montgomery, 43 


“Rensselaerswyck,” 98, 101 
Reptiles: snakes, 132-34; toads, 237 
Rhea, Andrew, 186, 217 

Richards, Robert H., Sr., 176, 236 
Ridgely, Ann Moore, 239 

ee Charles (1738-85), 110, 194, 


Ridgely, Mabel Lloyd (Mrs. Henry), 
173, 238 


Ridgely family, 172-73, 238 

Ridgelys of Delaware & Their Circle, 
What Them Befell, by Mabel Lloyd 
Ridgely, 238 

Riegel, Richard, 171 

Rightmyer, Nelson W., 118-19 

Ringwalt, Roland, 176 

Rittenhouse, David, 182 

Rittenhuysen, Willem, 153 

Road to Freedom, by H. H. Swift, 45 


Roads: Baltimore, 84; Brandywine 
Frenchtown, 91; Great Cypress 
Spring, 54; Eastern Shore, 73n; 
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Swamp, 72-73; highways, 240; 
King’s, 99; notched trees, 73; Phila- 
delphia, 85 

Robinson, Mr. (of Salisbury, Md.), 72 

Robinson, Winifred J., 56 

Rodents: rabbits, 131 

Rodewald, Elizabeth Bacon, 119 

Rodney, Caesar: coffee pot, 237; cor- 
respondence, 105-15, 178; sketch, 
174; schools, 194-96, 199, 206n, 210- 
11; Wilmington home, 182 


Rodney, Caesar Augustus: militia, 87; 
schools, 206n, 224-26 

Rodney, George Brydges, 42 

Rodney, Richard S., 1-25, 178, 236 

Rodney, Thomas: correspondence, 
pee diary, 77n, 175; wound, 

Ross, Charles, 90, 93, 95-96 

Ross, George, 6, 18, 22 

Ross, Howard deHaven, 241 

Runckle, William, Jr., 96 

Rush, Benjamin, 55, 173, 182 

Rush, Lewis, 84, 85 

Russell, John, 15, 29 

Ryden, George H., 178 


St. Andrew’s Church, Wilmington, 
Del., 182 

St. Anne’s Church, Middletown, Del., 
194n, 211n 

“St. Jacob” (ship), 150 

St. Jones Creek, 117 

St. Jones River, 99, 102 

St. Martin’s River, 123, 126 

Salisbury, Md., 64; fair, 65, 71; tav- 
erns, 72 

Salt industry: Sussex Co., Del., 236; 
Md., 73n 

Saulsbury, Willard, 177 

Sawitsky, William, 172 


Schoolmasters: Samuel Armor, 182, 
195; David Ball, 209; Lewis Cass, 
186; James Laird, 186; Byron Law- 
rence, 185; John Maffitt, 186; Wil- 
liam Maffitt, 186, 216, 217, 219, 224n; 
John McClintock, 186, 213; Patrick 
Murdoch, 182, 198; Robert Patter- 
son, 182; John Porter, 186, 223; 
Andrew Rhea, 186; salaries, 186, 
198, 205, 216; John Webster, 182; 
Charles Wharton, 186 


Schools: curriculum, 184, 185, 189, 
190, 216; construction, 196; fi- 
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nances, 192, 206, 215, 220-22; 
Friends, 186, 194; public examina- 
tions, 184, 198, 199, 201, 207, 211, 212, 
216, 217, 219; tuition, 185, 191, 204, 
205, 217; Wilmington, 194; see also 
Newark Academy; Schoolmasters; 
Singing Schools; Wilmington Acad- 
emy 

Schooners; see Ships 

Schuyler, Brandt, 98, 100 

Schuyler, Cornelia Van Cortlandt, 100 

Scotch-Irish: immigration, 61 

Scott, Job, 237-38 

Scott, Levi, 116 

Seal, Caleb: mill, 1927 

Seal: Delaware, 8 

Second Regiment, Delaware Volun- 
teers, 177 

Selby, Mr. (of Berlin, Md.), 74 

Selbyville, Del., 1, 123, 124 

Serrill, James, 92, 95, 96 

Seven Years Whipping, by John Biggs, 
Jr., 48, 51 

Seville, W. P., 175 

Seyffert, Leopold, 236 

Seymour, William, 175 

Shallcross, Isaac, 202 

Shallcross, Joseph: schools, 181, 192- 
96, 200, 201, 204, 205, 210, 215-23, 
226 

Shallcross, William, 202, 205 

Shaw, Virginia, 172 

Shee, John, 83 

Shee, Parke, 202 

Sheed (Shead), William W., 88-89 

Shipbuilding, in Delaware, 57 

Shippen, William, Jr., 192 

Shipping: creeks, 73n, 86; revolution- 
ary, 107, 113; troop transports, 112; 
see also Commerce 

Ships: “Belvidera” (Br. frigate), 80, 
81; brigs, 63; ‘Delaware’ (schoon- 
er), 63, 64; “Hagle” (brig), 63; 
“Eliza” (schooner), 62n, 63; fri- 
gates, 80, 81, 85, 88; gunboats, 79, 
87; “Half Moon” (Dutch), 101; 
“Hope” (yacht), 101; “Junon” (Br. 
frigate), 88; launchings, 73; ‘Mar- 
tin” (sloop-of-war), 87, 88; “Poic- 
tiers” (Br. ship), 80; privateers, 79; 
“St. Jacob” (Dutch ship), 150; 
schooners, 62n, 63, 64; sloops, 85, 
87, 88; “Soutbery” (Dutch), 97 

“Shrewsberry,” 54 


Silver: Delaware, 237; Maryland, 116 


HISTORY 


Simms (Sims), Joseph, 196-97, 206 
215 

Simpson, Mary A., 116 

Sims, Mrs., 112 

Sims, Wooddrop, 206 

Singing Schools, Wilmington, 182 

Sipple, Shirley, 173 

Sign of the Ship Tavern, 214n 

Sister Joan de Lourdes Leonard, 240 

Skillington, Thomas, 109 

Slavery: 104; abolitionists, 43, 237; 
Dutch, 149, 151; in fiction, 43-44, 
46; Indians, 22; kidnappers, 120; 
prohibition, 149; Underground Rail- 
road, 45, 173 


Sloops; see Ships 

Smith, Jacob, 207 

Smith, Richard, 110, 114-15 

Smith, Robert, 181 2 
Smith, Robert G., 177 

Smith, Samuel H., 126 

Smith, Samuel Rodman, 175 
Smith, Thomas, 126 


Smith, William (1727-1803): schools, 
191-98, 201-5, 215, 217, 218, 221-23 

Smith Everlasting, by Dillwyn Parrish, 
51 


Smithers, Nathaniel B., 175 

Smithers, William T., 175 

Smuggler, The, by E. M. Tybout, 156, 
159 


Smyrna: 64, 65, 67, 77; Anglicans, 
194n; Friends, 288; Methodists, 67; 
tavern, 76; War of 1812, 80 

Snow, Silas, 107 

Snow Hill, Md., 64, 72, 73 

Snyder, John, 96 


Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts, 6, 1lin 


Society of Colonial Wars, 118 


Society of Friends: Cold Spring, 238; 
Duck Creek, 238; Hockessin, 238; 
Lewes, 238; White Clay Creek, 238; 
Wilmington, 199n, 238 


Society of the Cincinnati, Delaware, 
175 


Sons of Liberty, New York, 111 
South River; see Delaware River 


Southerland, Katherine Virdin, 41-42, 
507.52 


Sparks, Samuel, 96 
Speck, Frank G., 178 
Sperry, Frederick W., 92 


INDEX 


Spotswood, Alexander, 16, 19 
Springer, Annika Justis Walraven, 


Springer, Beata Sallina, 227, 229-33 

Springer, Charles; biography, 227-31; 
correspondence, opp. 226 

Springer, Christoffer, 227 

Springer, Courtland B., 227-31 

Springer, Lawrence, 230 

Springer, Lorens, 230, 233 

Springer, Maria Hendrickson, 230, 232 


Springer, Ruth L. (Mrs. Courtland B.), 
227-31 


Springer land claims, 229 
Springs: near Indian River, 135 
Sproat, James W., 96 


Stagecoach: travel by, 75-77; war 
losses, 83 


Stalcop, Ann (Mrs. John), 229 

Stalcop, John, 229 

Stalcop family, 78n, 181 

Stalcop ferry (Christiana, Del.), 66, 
77 


Stamp Act: public reaction, 111 
Stanton, Del.: mills, 54; War of 1812, 
84 


Stapler, John: schools, 193-96, 198, 
200, 201, 210 

Star Pointed North, A, by Edmund 
Fuller, 46 

Starling, by Christopher L. Ward, 48 

State College for Colored Youth, Dela- 
ware, 99, 103 

Steel, James, opp. 226, 231 

Steendam, Jacob, 145-46 

Stellwagen, Thomas C., 175 


Stevenson (Stephenson), Cornelius, 
96 


Stevens, James, 115 

Stidham (Stedham), Jonas: schools, 
191, 193-96, 200-1, 203-4, 207, 210, 
214, 215, 216, 219, 220 

Stidham, Joseph, 115 

Stille’s Run, New Castle Co., 86 

Stockholm, Sweden: churches, 227 

Stout, Jacob, 110, 201 

Streyper, William (of Germantown, 
Pa.), 153 

Stuyvesant, Gerardus, 100 

Stuyvesant, Judith Bayard, 100 

Stuyvesant, Peter, 97, 100, 151n, 235 

Suffrage: Plockhoy colony, 148 
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Superstitions, 127, 131, 135, 163, 237 


Sussex County, Del.: colonial gover- 
nor, 6; flora, 123-25; forests, 41, 
123-37; Indians, 173; literature, 57- 
58; representatives (1717), 2; salt 
industry, 236; see also Cypress 
Swamp 


Sutherland, Duke of; see John Gordon 


Sweden: Royal Archives, opp. 227, 
228, 230 


Swedes: in Delaware, 174, 227, 228, 
232; see also New Amstel 

Swift, John, 92 

Swift, Hildegarde Hoyt, 45 

Sykes, James, Jr. (of Dover), 110 


Sykes, James, Sr. (of New Castle), 
15, 29, 36 


Taber, William S., 124 


Tales of the Chesapeake, by G. A. 
Townsend, 44-45 


Tanneries: Millington, Md., 68n 

Tatnall, Joseph: schools, 62n, 197, 
201-4, 210, 223-25 

Tatnall, Robert R., 124 

Taverns; see Hotels 

Tax, Stamp: (1728), 22; (1765), 111 

Taylor, Bayard, 48 

Tea Act (1773), 174 

Thelin, John, 228, 229, 232, 233 

Thing in the Night, The, by Katherine 
Virdin, 52 

Thomas, Samuel W., 176 

Thomas, Tristram, 202, 205, 206 

Thompson, William, 194-96, 198, 201, 
204-5 

Thomson, Charles, 174, 208 

Thomson, John Lewis, 83n 

Thomson, William, 211 

Thomson, William (the loyalist), 108 

Tilghman, Anne; see Anne Tilghman 
Browne 

Titzell, Anne Parrish (Mrs. Josiah), 
51-52, 54, 173 

To My Father, by Charles Werten- 
baker, 50 

“Tom Chist and the Treasure Box,” 
by Howard Pyle, 41 

Toomer, Anthony, 205 

Torbert, Alfred T. A., 177 

Tories, English, 3; in America, see 
Loyalists 

Townsend, Lt. (War of 1812), 87 
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Townsend, George Alfred, 38, 42, 44, 
45, 120, 177 

Townsend, Mrs. S. D., 116 

Trade, Board of, 4 

Trades: and citizenship, 34; see also 
Clocks, makers; Forges; Mills; Sil- 
ver; Tanneries 

Transportation: in Delaware, 239, 
240; wagons, 106; see also Travel 

Trap, Md., tavern, 75 

Travel: conditions, 61-78; by stage, 
75-77; tables of distance, 69, 71, 73, 
76, 77 

Trees: cedar, 123-27; cypress, 123-125, 
135; elm, 180; gum, 127, 129-30; 
hickory, 180; holly, 180; maple, 127; 
oak, 130; pine, 130, 135; poplar, 
130; red bay, 123; sassafras, 130; 
sweet leaf, 124; walnut, 185; yew, 
135 

Trent, William, 4 

Trussem (Moore’s) Pond, opp. 121, 125 

Tryer, John, 92 

Tubman, Harriet, 173 

Tunnell, James M., Jr., 236 

Turkey Point, Md., 90 

Turner, Joseph Brown, 177 

Two Hundred Years Ago, or Life in 
New Sweden, by Emily Reed, 40 

Tybout, Ella Middleton: biography, 
155-56; writings, 49, 155-70, 241 

Tybout, George Maxwell, 155 

Tybout, Mrs. George Maxwell, 159 

Tybout, George Z., 155 

ie Corner, New Castle Co., Del., 


Tymeus, 
Leisler 


Elsye; see Elsye Tymeus 


Uhle, John, 96 

Underground Railroad, 45, 173 

United States: federal aid to colleges, 
208; torts against, 186-87 

United States Marine Corps: first 
commandant, 72n 

United States Mint, 193n 

United States Navy, 56 

University of Delaware: Bureau of 
Economics, 240; Delaware College, 
174; graduates, 46; Memorial Li- 
brary, 56; publications, 56, 174; 
Women’s College, 56 

University of Pennsylvania: 


faculty, 
213; students, 192n 


HISTORY 


Uppvall, Axel Johan, 231-33 
Usselinx, William, 175 


Valley Forge, Pa.: in fiction, 43 

Valley Forge Historical Society, 241 

Van Akkeren, Abraham, 138 

Van Cortlandt, Annehern Loocker- 
man, 100 

Van Cortlandt, Catharine; see Cath- 
arine Van Cortlandt, Philipse 


Van Cortlandt, Catharine de Peyster, 
100 


Van Cortlandt, Cornelia; see Cornelia 
Van Cortlandt Schuyler 


Van Cortlandt, Margaret; see Margaret 
Van Cortlandt Bayard 


Van Cortlandt, Marritze; see Marritze 
Van Cortlandt Van Rensselaer 


Van Cortlandt, Mary; see Mary Van 
Cortlandt Van Rensselaer 


Van Cortlandt, Oloffe Stephenson, 100 
Van Cortlandt, Philip, 100 

Van Cortlandt, Pierce, 98, 100 
Van Cortlandt, Stephanns, 100 
Van Cortlandt family, 102 

Van der Goes, Peter Lucas, 150 
Van Doren, Carl, 119 

Van Dyke, Nicholas, 87 

Van Gezel, John, 15, 29, 36 
Van Rensselaer, Jeremias, 104 
Van Rensselaer, Kilian, 98, 100 


Van Rensselaer, Marritze Van Cort- 
landt, 104 


Van Rensselaer, Mary Van Cortlandt, 
100 


Van Rensselaer family, 102 

Van Twiller, Wouter, 97 

Vandegrift, Lewis C., 175 

Vanity and Virtue, by Rose Barrett, 49 


Vaughan, Hampton; see Pennock 
Pusey 


Vaughan, John, 55, 63 

Vaughan, Mrs. John, 55 

Ver Loove, Karel, 145 

Verhoffe, Cornelis, 152 

Vining, John, 208, 209 

Vining, Mary, 48, 112 

Vining, Phoebe Wynkoop, 193n 

Virdin, Katherine; see Katherine Vir- 
din Southerland 


Virginia: agriculture, 232; Dutch from 
Del., 151 


Ve Mayo 


Volkman, Arthur G., 57 
Vollmer, Arthur, 56 
Voorhees, Samuel §S., 92 
Voting; see Suffrage 


Wales, John Patten, 177 
Wales, Leonard Eugene, 175, 177 
Walling, Elizabeth Bacon, 48 


Walraven, Annika Justis; see Annika 
Justis Walraven Springer 


Walraven, John, 202, 205-7 
Walraven, Jonas, 230 


Wandering Heir, The, by Charles 
Reade, 43-44 

War of 1812: Battle of Bladensburg, 
89; capture of Washington, 89; 
cavalry, 90; on Delaware, 79-96; in- 
telligence, 92, 93; Lewes attack, 80, 
176; militia, 81, 83-85, 89; naval ac- 
tivity, 87-89; peace treaty, 95; Phil- 
adelphia, 89-90 

Ward, Christopher L., 48, 50-51, 56, 
61, 177, 178 

Ward, Mrs. Christopher L., 61, 190 

Ward, Joshua, 206 

Ward, Mrs. Lois, 235 

Ward, Thomas, 205, 206 

Warner, John, 62n, 87 

Washington, George: military activity, 
110, 113; in Wilmington, 182, 214n 

Washington College (Md.), 192n, 211n 

Waterston, Elizabeth, 178 

Watson, John F., 9 

Way, Joseph, 201, 204, 206 

Way, Nicholas: schools, 181, 184, 190, 
193-201, 203-7, 209-20, 222 

Wayne, Anthony, 43, 182 

Wayne, Isaac, 205, 207 

Webster, John, 183, 184, 186, 194, 198, 
99 


Wedersbrandt, John, 205, 207 
Welch, George Morgan, 57 
Welch, John, 15, 28, 32, 36 
Welch, Mary Parker, 57 
Welsh, Enoch, 777 

Welsh Tract Baptist Church, 45, 176 
Wentz, Joseph, 78 
Wertenbaker, Charles, 50 
Weslager, Clinton A., 57, 173 
West, Benjamin, 116, 171-72 
West Chester, Pa., 41 

West Indies: trade, 61, 236 
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Wharton, Charles, 186, 213, 216 


Where Glory Waits, by Gertrude 
Crownfield, 43 


Whigs, English, 3 

Whims (Wilmington parties), 182 
Whipping post, 50, 56 

White, Dorothy Welch, 57 


White, Samuel, 176 
White, Thomas, 110, 176 


White, William (1748-1836): school 
trustee, 181, 197, 203, 205, 209, 211, 
212, 214, 223, 224 


White Clay Creek: Friends, 238 
Whitefield, George, 182n 
Whiteley, William G., 175 


Wife and the Secretary of State, The, 
by E. M. Tybout, 156, 159 


Willis, B. J., 40 


Wilmington, Del.: American Revolu- 
tion, 182, 191, 193, 200, 203, 205, 
220n; balls, 182; banks, 54, 66n, 
80-81; Board of Health, 62; botan- 
ists, 124; churches, 199, 229, 230, 
238; College Row, 189; commerce, 
61, 197n; Custom House, 66n; Dela- 
ware Art Center, 116; description, 
57, 240; fiction, 43-47, 50-52; history, 
43, 57, 177; hospitals, 191, 192; in- 
dustries, 57, 187, 191n, 211n, 217n; 
Negroes, 52; Old Town Hall, 171; 
printers, 212n, 237; the Rocks, 227; 
schools, 172, 178, 181-226; Shellpot 
hill, 66n, 85; streets, 181; taverns, 
184; War of 1812, 80, 84, 87; yellow 
fever, 55, 62-65, 75-76, 239 

Wilmington Academy: 181-226; Con- 
gressional aid, 208; curriculum, 189, 
190; faculty, 182, 185, 186, 191; 
finances, 192, 195, 198, 206, 209, 213, 
215, 220-23; plan of education, 212, 
213; salaries, 6, 186, 188, 198, 205, 
216; seal, 188, 209, 212; tuition, 195 

Wilmington and Brandywine Bank, 
54 


Wilmington Public Grammar School; 
see Wilmington Academy 

Wilmington Wide is the City, by M. 
Thomas Clemons, 57 

Wilson, David C., 87 

Wilson, James, 182 

Wilson, James H., 177 

Wilson, Matthew, 134 

Wilson, Sally, 111 
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Wilson, Thomas (1663-1755), 184, 208, 
209 


Wilson, Thomas (1703-84), 184, 208 


Wiltbanck, Hermanus (Halmanias), 
152 


Winder, William, 221 
Window: glazing, 200 
Within the Capes, by Howard Pyle, 41 


Women’s College; see University of 
Delaware 


Wood family, 119 

Woodland, Del., 64, 70 

Woolley, Victor B., 177 

Wooters, John, 117 

Worrell, Isaac, 94 

Wynkoop, Benjamin: 112; schools, 193, 
196, 197, 201-4, 209-15, 220-24 
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Wynkoop, Betsey, 112 
Wynkoop, Mrs. Benjamin, 112 


Yeates, Jasper, 1-2, 4, 5, 9, 11 

Yellow Fever epidemic: (1793), 62; 
(1797), 62; (1798), 62, 289; (1802), 
55, 62-66, 74-76 

Yorklyn, Del., 48 

Yorktown, Va.: celebration, 182; 
Siege, 183 

Young, William, 87 


Zandt, Hendrick, 55 
Zebley, Frank R., 55 


Zwaanendael: founding, 138-54; mu- 
seum, 238 
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